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King meets ambassadors of EU countries in Jordan.

Jordanian Foreign ministry summons Israeli envoy following
Israeli incitement statements.

Presidency: Smotrich’s remarks amount to falsification of
history, exposes Israeli racism.

House speaker condemns far-right Israeli minister following
incitement against Palestinians.

Jordan condemns far-right Israeli minister's statement.

EU: Smotrich’s remarks are wrong, disrespectful, dangerous,
and counterproductive.

Palestinian Broadcasting Cooperation, Information Ministry
condemn.. Israeli decision to close media office providing official
Palestinian media with services in Jerusalem.

Israeli settlers break into Jerusalem's al-Aqsa mosque
compound.

IOF Detain 4 Palestinian Citizens in Occupied Jerusalem,
Ramallah.

Israel to deploy extra 2,000 police officers in Jerusalem during
Ramadan.

Hundreds of Jerusalemites threatened with forcible expulsion.
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King meets ambassadors of EU countries in Jordan

His Majesty King Abdullah on Monday met at Al Husseiniya Palace with a number of ambassadors
of European Union countries to Jordan.
According to a royal court statement, the meeting covered Jordan’s modernisation efforts, with King
Abdullah reaffirming the Kingdom’s seriousness in moving forward with the implementation of the
political, economic, and administrative modernisation tracks as a comprehensive national project.
The meeting also addressed Jordan’s strategic relations with the EU and European countries, as His
Majesty highlighted keenness on bolstering these ties, in service of mutual interests and promoting
regional stability and prosperity, according to the statement.
His Majesty expressed appreciation of the EU’s continuous support for Jordan, especially for
refugees and host communities, calling on the international community to continue to shoulder its
responsibility in dealing with the refugee crisis.
The latest regional and international developments were also discussed, including the meetings
recently held in Aqaba and Sharm EI Sheikh, as part of efforts to restore calm in the Palestinian
Territories.
In this regard, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi gave a briefing on the
outcomes of these meetings, and the necessary next steps to maintain calm and de-escalation,
especially during Ramadan.
Discussions also covered the latest developments in the Syrian crisis and the need to step up
international efforts to reach a political solution that addresses all its humanitarian, security,
economic, and political repercussions, in addition to efforts to support Iraq’s security and stability.
Moreover, the meeting addressed Jordan-EU cooperation in countering terrorism within a holistic
approach, especially through the Aqaba Process initiative.
Director of the Office of His Majesty Jafar Hassan attended the meeting.

Jordan News Agency 20-3-2023
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Jordanian Foreign ministry summons Israeli envoy following
Israeli incitement statements

The Foreign Ministry Monday summoned the Israeli ambassador to Jordan to protest after the Israeli
Minister of Finance's use during an event in Paris of a map of Israel that includes the borders of
Jordan and the occupied Palestinian Territories.

The Ministry described the far-right Israeli minister's actions as "extremist and racist behaviour that
violates international norms and the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty."

The ministry's official spokesperson, Sinan Majali, said a "strongly" worded letter of protest had
been conveyed to the Israeli ambassador for his government.

Sinan said in the letter the Jordanian government condemns the "racist and extremist" inciting
statements against the Palestinians and their right to exist, and their historical rights in their
independent and sovereign state on Palestinian national soil. It warns of the danger of the repeated
extremist actions issued by the Israeli finance minister, who had previously called for the wiping out
of a Palestinian town in the occupied West Bank.

The foreign ministry urged the international community to condemn the Israeli minister's extremist
and inflammatory actions and statements, which violate human values and principles.
Majali said the ambassador was informed of the need for his government to take a clear position
regarding extremism and hateful inflammatory statements issued by a minister in the Israeli
government.

AR



He reaffirmed that the ministry is taking political and legal measures to address such "extremist and
hateful" actions and statements.
Jordan News Agency 20-3-2023
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Presidency: Smotrich’s remarks amount to falsification of history,
exposes Israeli racism

Presidency today condemned an Israeli minister’s remarks denying the Palestinian people’s existence
and historicity as amounting to falsification of history and exposes Israeli racism.
The Presidency stated that Israel’s Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich’s remarks that “There's no
such thing as Palestinians because there's no such thing as a Palestinian people” are an attempt to
falsify history and in fact unmask the true face of Israeli racism as Israel continues to deny the
existence of the Palestinian people, who have remained on their land since time immemorial.
The Israeli attempts to concoct false narratives denying the Palestinian people’s existence, the
Presidency added, are refuted by history itself that testifies to the fact that Palestinians are the owners
of their land and they have maintained deep-rooted historical ties to it since the dawn of history.
It stressed that the Palestinian people’s indigenous narrative strongly debunks Israeli fundamentalist
attempts to rob Palestine and the Palestinian people of their history and forge it to make room for
Israeli fabrications.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh denounced Smotrich’s remarks as conclusive
evidence of Zionist fundamentalism of the current coalition Israeli government.
He added that Smotrich’s remarks fall in line with the Zionist myth of “a land without people and a
people without land” and that the occupied Palestinian territories are “disputed territories” in stark
contrast to historical and archeological evidence proving that the Palestinian people have remained
attached to their land since the dawn of human history.
He concluded by stressing that Israel is a state that was founded by colonists and that it has expanded
over time as a settler-colonial entity and usurped the land of Palestine.
On Sunday, Smotrich declared that "There's no such thing as Palestinians because there's no such
thing as a Palestinian people" at a memorial service for a late Likud activist in Paris.
The far-right lawmaker said that the Palestinian people were "an invention" cooked up in the 20th
century to fight Zionism and that it was people like him and his grandparents who were the "real
Palestinians".
Speaking at a podium adorned with a map based on the crest of the Zionist Irgun militia, which
shows Israel straddling the West Bank and Jordan, Smotrich, who holds significant powers over the
occupied West Bank, said that the French and US governments needed to hear "this truth" about the
Palestinians.
“Do you know who are the Palestinians?” the head of the ultra-nationalist Religious Zionism party
said. "I'm Palestinian."
The map shown on the podium Smotrich was speaking at also showed parts of Syria and Lebanon,
regions included in the concept of Eretz Yisrael - Greater Israel - a key part of ultra-nationalist
Zionism that claims all of these lands for a Zionist state.
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House speaker condemns far-right Israeli minister following

incitement against Palestinians
Lower House Speaker Ahmad Safadi Monday accused the "occupation government” of Israel of
inciting against Palestinians and allowing Jewish settlers in the occupied West Bank to raid

Palestinian towns, describing the far-right Israeli finance minister's speech as "extremist, outrageous
and vile."
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"The use of the occupation government's finance minister of a map of what is called Israel that
includes the borders of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the occupied Palestinian territories is
something that cannot be tolerated," Safadi said in a statement.
He urged the government to take "all necessary" measures to address the Israeli minister's extremist
actions, which violate the peace treaty and constitute a violation of international norms.
Safadi accused the Israeli government of fueling the conflict in the region and increasing tension,
which requires the international community to check the Israeli government's actions to stop
violating the international law, the statement reads.
Safadi explained that the inflammatory statements of the Israeli minister "reflect the image of the
extremist government of the occupier that will only increase the Palestinian people's steadfastness in
the face of the machine of war and destruction that continues to defile our Islamic and Christian
sanctities in Jerusalem."
He said the Israeli authorities' actions undermine the chances for a political solution to the conflict
and peace.
"Just as the House of Representatives announced the adoption of the campaign to recognise the
Palestinian state, we will take urgent action with our brothers and friends in the Arab and
international parliaments and ask them to address their governments to expose the occupation and
take actions rejecting all the extremist measures taken by the occupying government," he added.
Jordan News Agency 20-3-2023

Jordan condemns far-right Israeli minister's statement

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Monday strongly denounced far-right Israeli Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich's use of a map of Israel featuring part of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan and the occupied Palestinian territories.
The Religious Zionism leader was delivering a speech at an event in Paris yesterday with a map of
what he called Greater Israel hanging in front of him, which appeared to define Israel’s borders as
being inside parts of Jordan and including the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip.
It represents a reckless incitement that is in violation of international norms and the Jordanian-Israeli
peace treaty, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Sinan Majali.
The ministry also condemns the racist, inciting and extremist statements made by the Israeli minister
against the brotherly Palestinian people, their right to exist and their historical right to an independent
and sovereign state on Palestinian national soil, he said, warning against the seriousness of such
hardline remarks. The ministry called on the international community to condemn the Israeli
minister's inflammatory actions and statements, which are in violation of human values and
principles. The ministry stresses the need for the Israeli government to take a clear and open position
toward such extremism, and the inflammatory and malicious statements by a serving minister, said
Majali.
The Ministry said it will take all necessary political and legal action against such statements, which
amount to a dangerous escalation that threatens the region's security and stability.
Such extremist statements and actions, the ministry stressed, will not undermine Jordan or undercut
the rights of the brotherly Palestinian people, but rather will expose to the world the historical
injustice to which the Palestinian people are being subjected and the dangerous extremism and
racism of the Israeli minister.

Jordan News Agency 20-3-2023
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EU: Smotrich’s remarks are wrong, disrespectful, dangerous,
and counterproductive

The European Union today expressed deep regret over the remarks made by Israel’s Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich during a special meeting in France, describing his remarks as wrong, disrespectful,
dangerous, and counterproductive in an already very tense situation.

The EU office in Jerusalem told WAFA that Smotrich’s remarks are once again going in the opposite
direction and cannot be tolerated.
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It called on the Israeli government to disassociate itself from such statements and to work with all
concerned parties to defuse tension. The EU further expressed its grave concern over the escalating
violence on the ground, calling for taking necessary measures to decrease the escalation, such as the
recent meetings in Aqaba and Sharm el-Sheikh.
The EU office in Jerusalem affirmed that it will continue with its long-standing commitment to the
two-state solution, with the creation of an independent and sovereign Palestinian State living side by
side in peace and security with Israel.

WAFA 20-3-2023
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Palestinian Broadcasting Cooperation, Information Ministry condemn Israeli
decision to close media office providing official Palestinian media with
services in Jerusalem

The official Palestinian Broadcasting Cooperation (PBC) and the Ministry of Information
condemned today the decision of the extremist Israeli "national security" minister, Itamar Ben
Gvir, to close the office of the company that provides media production services to the
Palestinian official media in Jerusalem. In a statement, PBC, which includes Palestine TV and
Voice of Palestine radio, confirmed that the decision will not prevent it from continuing its
media coverage in occupied Jerusalem to reveal the suffering and steadfastness of Jerusalemites
in the face of the Israeli war machine.
It also emphasized that Jerusalem was, is, and will remain the capital of the State of Palestine,
noting that this measure demonstrates the falsehood of what Israel claims to be a democratic
state that respects media work and freedom of opinion and expression.
PBC called on international human rights and media institutions to assume their responsibilities
regarding this decision.
It should be noted that the occupation government closed Jerusalem's PBC office in 2018 under
false pretexts.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of Information considered the decision of the extremist Israeli minister
as part of the open and fierce aggression of the occupation against the Palestinian people.
In a statement, the ministry affirmed that "Voice of Palestine”" radio, which withstood the
issue aggression in the past, is capable of facing Bin Gvir and his ilk, and will continue its
message calling for getting rid of the occupation by all legitimate means.
It considered Ben Gvir's allegations that the decision was made to combat what he described as
"Palestinian incitement" as ridiculous, as it comes from an extremist who speaks out on a daily
basis about terrorism and utters racism and incitement against everything that is Palestinian.
On Monday, the Israeli Minister of National Security, Ben Gvir, issued a decision to close the
office of the company that provides media and production services to the Palestinian official
media and to summon its working staff.
Ben Gvir claimed that this decision came within the framework of combating what he described
as "Palestinian incitement".
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Israeli settlers break into Jerusalem's al-Aqsa mosque compound

Dozens of fanatic Israeli settlers today morning stormed al-Agsa Mosque compound in
Jerusalem under the heavy protection of Israeli police, the Islamic Waqf confirmed.

It said that around 119 settlers, divided into groups, raided the holy Islamic Mosque from al-
Maghariba gate, also known as the Dung Gate, and took provocative tours of its yards and near
its gates.

Settlers further performed Talmudic rituals there.
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Al-Aqgsa Mosque is subjected to almost daily incursions by Israeli settlers, except on Saturday
and Sunday, which are done under the heavy guard of the Israeli police and are carried out twice
a day; morning and evening, in an attempt to divide the mosque spatially and temporally between
Muslims and Jews.

WAFA 20-3-2023
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IOF Detain 4 Palestinian Citizens in Occupied Jerusalem, Ramallah

Israeli occupation forces (IOF) detained Monday, March 20, 2023, three Palestinian young men
from the courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem, and another one in occupied
Ramallah.
According to local Palestinian sources, the occupation forces detained three defenseless
Palestinian young men in front of the Council Gate, one of the gates of Al-Agsa Mosque.
In Ramallah, they detained a young Palestinian man after assaulting him.
From the beginning of 2023 until mid-March, Israeli occupation forces detained 1,300
Palestinians from, including 200 children and 22 girls and women.

Days of Israel 20-3-2023
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Israel to deploy extra 2,000 police officers in
Jerusalem during Ramadan

Israeli occupation authorities will deploy 2,000 extra police officers in occupied East Jerusalem
during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, Quds Press reported yesterday.

The news site quoted Israeli media saying that the Israeli police are to concentrate their efforts on
Friday's during the holy month.

Wallah news website said that the Israeli police expected tens of thousands of Palestinians to
make their way to Al-Agsa Mosque to perform Friday prayers during Ramadan.

In preparation for this, police have placed some Palestinian activists under administrative
detentions, held without charge or trial.

Wallah also noted that the Israeli police had likely decided to stop demolition of Palestinian
homes in Jerusalem during the month of Ramadan in order to minimise tensions in the occupied
city. It said demolitions would not take place in spite of National Security Minister Itamar Ben-
Gvir's decision not to halt such action.

Middle East Monitor 20-3-2023
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Hundreds of Jerusalemites threatened with forcible expulsion

Hundreds of Palestinian citizens in Occupied Jerusalem are at risk of forcible expulsion due to
the continued Israeli settlement expansion plans in the Batan al-Hawa neighborhood in Silwan
town south of the Al-Agsa Mosque.

At least 87 Palestinian families, consisting of more than 700 members, live under the threat of
forced displacement in favor of settlement expansion plans in the Batan al-Hawa neighborhood,
according to Zuhair Al-Rajabi, head of the neighborhood committee.

Al-Rajabi warned that the Israeli authorities would issue more eviction orders against Palestinian
homes in the neighborhood in the holy month of Ramadan, adding that his house is among the
threatened houses.

He stressed that the Palestinian families in the neighborhood have been threatened with forcible
expulsion since 2015 due to claims that their houses were established on lands owned by Jews
before 1892.

Last February, Isracli bulldozers demolished more than 37 Palestinian buildings in Occupied
Jerusalem, leaving dozens of Palestinian families without shelter.
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