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e King, France president hold talks in Amman

e Family of deceased Palestinian freedom fighter refuses to receive
condolences until retrieving his body from Israel

e Israeli forces confiscate money from an exchange shop in East
Jerusalem, shut it down, detain one person

e Israeli forces uproot dozens of olive saplings west of Bethlehem
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King, France president hold talks in Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah holds talks with France President Emmanuel Macron, attended by
HRH Crown Prince Hussein, at Al Husseiniya Palace on Wednesday (Photo courtesy of Royal
Court)

AMMAN — His Majesty King Abdullah and France President Emmanuel Macron on
Wednesday held talks at Al Husseiniya Palace, covering bilateral ties and the latest regional and
international developments.

At bilateral talks that were followed by an expanded meeting attended by HRH Crown Prince
Hussein, the two leaders stressed the deep-rooted ties of friendship between Jordan and France,
as well as keenness to advance them further, according to a Royal Court statement.

Speaking at the beginning of the expanded meeting, King Abdullah noted the warm and
historical bilateral relationship, adding, “I only see that the relationship between our two
countries is growing by leaps and bounds and I wanted to thank your leadership for that and how
you help us".

Referring to the second Baghdad Conference for Cooperation and Partnership held at the Dead
Sea, His Majesty said, “I very much appreciated your support for the Baghdad II conference
yesterday, which I think went very successfully as we broke many boundaries to be able to move
forward.”

“We look at France as an integral part of our history in the region,” the King continued, adding,
“This is an amazing relationship that we have always had with France politically, more so
militarily, unfortunately because of issues in our region.”

The French president described the second Baghdad conference as a success, commending
Jordan and the King for their “convening power and the ability to gather all these countries
around the table and then sharing the same agenda, framing the discussion in the region and
supporting Iraqi sovereignty and the different prospects”.

“I want to thank you and congratulate you because I think it was not a done deal, and a few

months ago all of the people probably doubted the collective ability to organise such a
conference, and you did it, so thank you very much,” President Macron added.
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At the talks, His Majesty thanked France for providing development support for Jordan across
various sectors, expressing the Kingdom’s keenness to expand economic cooperation with
France.

The King also commended France and the European Union for supporting peace efforts on the
basis of the two-state solution, stressing that Jordan continues to undertake efforts to safeguard
Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, under the Hashemite Custodianship.

His Majesty stressed the importance of maintaining support for refugees and UNRWA.

Jordan Times 21-12-2022
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Family of deceased Palestinian freedom fighter refuses to receive
condolences until retrieving his body from Israel

A press conference annoucing that the family of Palestinian freedom fighter Nasser Abu Hmaid
will not accept condolences for his death until retrieving his body from the Israelis. (WAFA
Images / Huthayfa Srour)

RAMALLAH, Wednesday, December 21, 2022 (WAFA) — The family of cancer-stricken
Palestinian freedom fighter, Nasser Abu Hmaid, who died in Isracli custody early Tuesday
morning, announced today during a press conference held in Ramallah that it will not accept
condolences for the death of its son until his body is retrieved from the Israeli side and buried

properly.

Earlier today, Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz decided not to return the body of Abu
Hmaid to his family citing a security cabinet decision that allows Israel to withhold the bodies of
Palestinians who die while in custody and those who were killed after allegedly attacking Israelis
as a bargaining chip in in future prisoners’ exchange with the Palestinians.

With the death of Abu Hmaid, the number of Palestinians who died in Israeli custody and their
bodies are still withheld by Israel has reached 11.

Wafa 21/12/2022
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Israeli forces confiscate money from an exchange shop in East
Jerusalem, shut it down, detain one person

JERUSALEM, Wednesday, December 21, 2022 (WAFA) — Israeli occupation
forces today confiscated a sum of money from a money exchange shop in the
occupied city of Jerusalem, shut it down, and detained one person, according to
WAFA correspondent.

She said the money change shop is located on Salah Eddin Street, the main
business area in East Jerusalem.
Wafa 21/12/2022
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Israeli forces uproot dozens of olive saplings west of Bethlehem

Uprooted trees in the West Bank. (File photo)

BETHLEHEM, Wednesday, December 21, 2022 (WAFA) — Israeli forces this
evening uprooted dozens of olive saplings and demolished an agricultural room
belonging to Palestinians in the town of Battir to the west of Bethlehem, in the
south of the West Bank, according to the mayor of Battir, Zaki al-Batmeh.

The mayor told WAFA correspondent that Israeli forces stormed an area to the east
of the town and proceeded to raze a privately-owned Palestinian land, uprooting
around 50 olive saplings.
Forces also demolished an agricultural room under the pretext of being built
without an Israeli-issued permit, which is rarely given to Palestinians.
Israeli forces have recently escalated their measures against the town, including the
leveling of lands, and demolition of agricultural structures and retaining walls,
among others.

Wafa 21/12/2022
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