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Islamic cooperation organisation rejects change in geographical
nature of occupied Jerusalem
UN: Israeli settlement expansion continues unabated

Sheikh Hussein calls for marching en masse to Aqsa Mosque
Israeli Settlers Invade Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israeli forces raid the home of the East Jerusalem governor
Israeli bulldozers demolish house, factory in Jerusalem

Israeli police impose travel ban on female activist Khadija Khwais
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Islamic cooperation organisation rejects change in geographical nature of
occupied Jerusalem

The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) said it "rejects" Israeli measures or
decisions aimed at changing the geographical or demographic character of
occupied Jerusalem, describing Israeli attempts to impose sovereignty over the city
asillegalunderinternationallaw.

According to the Saudi Press Agency (SPA), in a statement issued Monday on the
occasion of the 54th anniversary of the burning of Al-Agsa Mosque, OIC urged the
international community to end the Israeli occupation and enable the Palestinians
to regain their legitimate rights in establishing a Palestinian state on the borders of
June 4, 1967, with East Jerusalem as its capital.

Jordan News Agency 21-8-2023
UN: Israeli settlement expansion continues unabated

UN Middle East envoy Tor Wennesland said in a briefing to the Security Council
on Monday that Israeli settlement expansion continues unabated, adding that the
fragility of the Palestinian Authority's fiscal situation, compounded by funding
shortages facing key UN agencies, threatens to worsen the plight of the most
vulnerable Palestinians.

Over the past month, Wennesland said Israel has destroyed 58 Palestinian-owned
structures in the West Bank under the pretext that they were not built with Israeli-
issued permits, which he said, "nearly impossible for the Palestinians to obtain."
That includes the Aug. 17 demolition of an elementary school in Ein Samia that
served roughly 80 students just days before the start of the school year, making it
the third such school to be destroyed by Israel during the past year.

Wennesland urged Israel to immediately end its practice of destroying Palestinian-
owned properties in the occupied territories, and implement plans to facilitate their
ability to legally construct new structures.

"While we must urgently focus on addressing the most critical issues and de-
escalating the situation on the ground, we cannot ignore the need to restore a
political horizon," he stressed.

The United Nations remains firmly committed to supporting the parties to achieve
an end to the occupation and the establishment of a two-state solution, in line with
UN resolutions, international law, and previous agreements, said Wennesland.
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Although the parties have taken measures towards stabilizing the situation,
"unilateral steps" continue, including Israeli settlement growth, demolitions, and
settler violence.

The Palestinian Information Center 21-8-2023

Sheikh Hussein calls for marching en masse to Aqsa Mosque

Sheikh Mohamed Hussein, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and Palestine, has called on
Muslim worshipers to march en masse to the Aqsa Mosque on the anniversary of its
burning in 1969.
“Although the fire was extinguished 54 years ago, the Agqsa Mosque and Jerusalem are
still on fire as a result of the ongoing Judaization operations, which started at the
Moroccan Quarter that is adjacent to the Mosque in the early days of the occupation of
the city,” Sheikh Hussein said in a statement on Monday.
Sheikh Hussein affirmed that the Israeli occupation authority in Jerusalem has no respect
for the Islamic holy sites and continues to make efforts to impose a new fait accompli in
the holy city through defiling the Aqsa Mosque, seizing homes near it, Judaizing street
names and carrying out excavations.The Mufti added that such Israeli violations and
practices are all aimed at paving the way for Jewish settler groups to take over the Agsa
Mosque.
He underlined that the Aqsa Mosque, with its courtyards and premises, belongs
exclusively to the Muslim nation and non-Muslims have no right to interfere in its affairs.
“The people of Palestine — who hastened to extinguish the fire in 1969 and defended the
Mosque with all their might — will remain its loyal guards and servants, facing all the
dangers threatening it,” he said.

The Palestinian Information Center 21-8-2023
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Israeli Settlers Invade Al-Aqsa Mosque

A group of Israeli settlers invaded on Monday, August 21, 2023, the Al-Agsa Mosque
compound through the Moroccan Gate, accompanied by a heavy presence of Israeli
occupation forces.

According to the Islamic Waqf Department in occupied Jerusalem, dozens of settlers
invaded the Al-Agsa Mosque, conducting provocative tours within its courtyards. They
performed Talmudic rituals in the Bab al-Rahmah area on the eastern side of the
mosque.Israeli occupation forces have continued their strict restrictions on the entry of
worshippers from Jerusalem and the occupied territories into Al-Agsa Mosque. They
meticulously check the identities of those entering and detain some Palestinians outside
its external gates.

Palestinians have intensified their calls for constant presence and vigilance within the Al-
Agsa Mosque to thwart the colonization and Judaization schemes by the Israeli
occupation and settlers, especially in anticipation of the upcoming Jewish holidays.Today
marks the 54th anniversary of the burning of Al-Agsa Mosque, which has been subjected
to violent attacks and ongoing Israeli violations.On August 21, 1969, the Australian
Jewish extremist, Michael Dennis Rohan, set the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem on fire.
The fire swept through the Mosque, damaging its facades, ceilings, carpets, rare
decorations, furniture, and copies of the holy Quran.The Al-Aqsa Mosque has always
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been subjected to a series of systematic Israeli violations, such as the temporal and spatial
division schemes through the settlers’ daily incursions, let alone the increasing cases of
deportation orders for Muslim worshippers from the Mosque for long periods, in
desperate attempt to break their determination.
Days of Palestine 21-8-2023
Israeli forces raid the home of the East Jerusalem governor

According to AI-Quds news, police broke into Adnan Ghaith’s home in the Silwan
neighbourhood of Jerusalem to check his presence there; he has been held under house arrest
since August 2022 for the “crime” of visiting the West Bank.

Since taking office in 2018, Mr Ghaith has been arrested more than 30 times by the Israeli
authorities, who have forbidden him from travelling to the West Bank and maintaining contacts
with other Palestinian leaders.

Several buildings in the Silwan area are under threat of demolition by the authorities as part of
what has been denounced by observers as the collective punishment of Palestinians for alleged
attacks by resistance fighters.

Israel claims East Jerusalem is its territory and so forbids anyone connected with the Palestinian
National Authority from engaging in political or social activities in the area.

The United Nations and much of the international community reject Israel’s claims and consider
the area to be under occupation.

Morning Star 21-8-2023
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Israeli bulldozers demolish house, factory in Jerusalem

Israeli bulldozers on Monday demolished a house and a factory to the northwest of Occupied
Jerusalem.According to local sources, Israeli bulldozers demolished the 150-square-meter house
that belongs to the Palestinian citizen Bajes al-Sheikh after storming the town of Badu.
The sources underlined that the Israeli bulldozers destroyed the factory that belongs to the
Palestinian citizens Mohannad Abu Eid and Mohammed Abu Eid, adding that the factory was
established twenty years ago.They added that demolition orders were issued against eleven
Palestinian houses and five commercial stores in Badu town.
Meanwhile, the Hamas Movement condemned the Isracli government for approving a new
Judaization plan in Jerusalem.The Movement underlined that such a plan constitutes a new
Israeli crime, adding that this plan aims at eliminating the Palestinian existence in Jerusalem.
It stressed that the Palestinian people will continue defending Jerusalem against the Israeli
Judaization plans, adding that such plans are bound to fail.
The Israeli government had approved the so-called strategic plan to develop Jerusalem, which
would isolate Jerusalem from the West Bank and accelerate its Judaization.

The Palestinian Information Center 21-8-2023

Israeli police impose travel ban on female activist Khadija Khwais

The Israeli police imposed a travel ban on the Jerusalemite female activist and
teacher Khadija Khwais for a whole month.

Khwais was summoned for interrogation at Al-Maskoubiya police station, west of
Occupied Jerusalem, where she was handed over a one-month travel ban order.
Khwais was detained more than 30 times and denied access to Aqsa Mosque more
than once. She also received a travel ban from 2015 to 2018, and for six months in
2020.
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Meanwhile, Israeli authorities released the Jerusalemite prisoner, Ahmed Najeeb,
after he spent 6 months in Israeli jails and placed the Jerusalemite prisoner, Adnan

Darwish, in administrative detention until next November.
The Palestinian Information Center 21-8-2023
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