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House committee meets Palestinian CDA's representative
Ben Gvir's efforts in the erasure of Palestinian identity
Radical settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque
Israel Forces A Palestinian To Demolish His Home In Jerusalem
Israeli settlers set up electronic gate near Jerusalem
Army Demolishes Two Residential Rooms Near Bethlehem

Israeli police storm Shuafat camp in J’lem after shooting
incident
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House committee meets Palestinian CDA's representative

Chairman of the Lower House Palestine Committee, MP Fayez Basbous, said its work
mechanism stems from His Majesty King Abdullah II's visions in supporting the Palestinian
cause and restoring momentum to it.

During the meeting on Sunday, with Undersecretary of Palestinian Commission of Detainees and
Ex-Detainees Affairs (CDA), Abdel Qader Khatib, and his accompanying delegation, Basbous
noted the current Israeli government targets Jordan and the Hashemite custodianship over
Jerusalem's Islamic and Christian holy sites.

Basbous added that His Majesty King Abdullah II attaches "great" importance to the Palestinian
cause in all international, regional and local forums, adding that Israel's current government
seeks to erase Palestinian identity by legislating violence in its laws.
For his part, Khatib briefed the committee on the wide attacks on Palestinian prisoners at Israel's
prisons.

Israel is trying by various means to attack Palestine's Islamic and Christian sanctities and
destabilize the Hashemite custodianship in Jerusalem, Khatib added.

Khatib also denounced Israeli forces' step to block entry of Jordanian ambassador to Tel Aviv,
Ghassan Majali, to tour Jerusalem's courtyards, as a flagrant and clear violation of diplomatic
and international norms.

Stressing importance of Hashemite custodianship in preserving Jerusalem's Islamic and Christian
holy sites, he lauded the King's positions in restoring momentum to the Palestinian cause.
Highlighting suffering of Palestinian prisoners and detainees at Israel's prisons,he said
occupation forces impose heavy penalties on detained women and children, primarily depriving
detainees from visiting and communicating with their families and confining them in solitary
cells.

Jordan News Agency 22-1-2023
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Ben Gvir's efforts in the erasure of Palestinian identity

By Ramona Wadi

Tying in to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's statement that "the Jewish people have
an exclusive and unquestionable right to all areas of the land of Israel" is the recent order by
Israel's Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir to remove Palestinian flags that are publicly
displayed. At face value, the directive was prompted by displays of Palestinian flags during
recent protests against Netanyahu's government, as well as the recent release of Palestinian
prisoner Karim Younis from Hadarim prison after serving 40 years, and his waving of a
Palestinian flag upon arriving at his village of Ara. According to Aljazeera, Younis's family were
instructed by Israel not to celebrate his release from jail.

"It cannot be that lawbreakers wave terrorist flags, incite and encourage terrorism, so I ordered
the removal of flags supporting terrorism from the public space and to stop the incitement
against Israel," Ben-Gvir declared.

Yet the speed at which Netanyahu is stifling any form of Palestinian political expression point
towards maintaining Israel's colonial expansion and Palestinian erasure.

Equating Palestinian legitimate anti-colonial resistance with terrorism enabled Israel to build its
false security narrative. Colonial opposition to the Palestinian flag dates back to the aftermath of
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the 1967 war when Israel established its military occupation over all of Palestine. With
annexation plans back to the helm, silencing Palestinians is becoming Israel's new normalized
form of violence which the international community will not object to. Removing Palestinian
flags is far from a global concern and the action will not raise any urgency, not even for
perfunctory statements. The latter, after all, have already been saved for the more visible
international law violations, including settlement expansion, forced displacement, and the killing
of Palestinian civilians. If diplomats worldwide have failed to act on what the International
Criminal Court has clearly deemed to be war crimes, how will a flag resonate enough to catch
attention internationally?

For Palestinians, however, Ben Gvir's directive has grave implications. Not so long ago, during
the funeral of Palestinian-American journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, Isracli police officers
disrupted the funeral violently and arrested mourners for displaying the Palestinian flag. In 2017,
Israeli snipers killed Palestinian activist and double amputee Ibrahim Abu Thurayya during the
Great March of Return demonstrations, who was known for displaying Palestinian flags during
protests. Similarly, to Abu Akleh, Israel was able to construct impunity for Abu Thurayya's
killing, claiming that it was impossible to determine his cause of death.

Behind the Palestinian flag displays, there are Palestinians whose voices are being silenced
through various repressive means and, at times, murder. What the flag stands for; that is, the
perseverance of Palestinians despite the looming annexation, is what Ben Gvir seeks to currently
eliminate. Yet the current focus on the Palestinian flag by the Israeli government should not be
dissociated from the ultimate plans to colonize all of Palestine. And this is precisely why the
international community, if it was truly in favor of Palestinians' political rights, should go
beyond Ben Gvir's explanation and treat the latest repressive action against Palestinians in terms
of colonial violence.

The Palestinian Information Center 22-1-2023
Tk

Radical settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Scores of Jewish extremist settlers early Sunday stormed Al-Agsa Mosque / Haram al-Sharif
compound in occupied East Jerusalem.

A statement by the General Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem said that the settlers
carried out today’s raids from al-Magharebah Gate under the heavy protection of Israeli police.
"The settlers toured the mosque’s yards and provocatively performed Talmudic rituals, amid a
state of anger among Muslim worshipers," the statement added.

Jordan News Agency 22-1-2023
L

Israel Forces A Palestinian To Demolish His Home In Jerusalem

On Saturday, Israeli soldiers forced a Palestinian to demolish his home in the Ras Al-Amoud
neighborhood in occupied Jerusalem, in the West Bank.

Media sources said Hussein Qunbar had to demolish his home using basic equipment to avoid
the excessively-high fines and fees in addition to demolition costs if the City Council used its
workers and equipment.

“I had to demolish my property by hand, piece by piece,” Qunbar told reporters, “They
threatened to impose an 80.000 Shekels fine in addition to demolition costs if the city used its
workers and equipment.

In a video published by the Wadi Hilweh Information Center In Silwan (Silwanic), his daughter
ran to the home, asking why they must demolish the property.

The Palestinian filed many appeals trying to save the property, but the courts decided to go ahead
with the demolition. Hussein lived in the home with his wife and their five children.

YA



In an interview with Palestine TV, Qunbar said the city only gave him 21 days to demolish the
property and added that the army threatened to fine him 80.000 Shekels just for the costs of the
bulldozers, in addition to other costs, fines, and fees.

“I had to demolish it, and now my family has no place to go,” Hussein said, “I will have to set up
a tent and live with my family, I don’t know what else to do.”

While Israel continues to build and expand its illegal colonies, Palestinian communities and
towns in occupied Jerusalem and various areas in the occupied West Bank continue to be denied
the right to build homes and property under various allegations meant to prevent the expansion
of Palestinian towns and neighborhoods.

All of Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around occupied East
Jerusalem, are illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, in addition to
various United Nations and Security Council resolutions. They also constitute war crimes
under International Law.

Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying Power shall not deport or
transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” It also prohibits the
“individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied
territory.”

International Middle East Media Center 22-1-2023
Tk

Israeli settlers set up electronic gate near Jerusalem

Israeli settlers Sunday set up an electronic gate at the entrance of the area of Ein Silwan, to be
used as a way to enter the area and the tunnels in the neighborhood of Wadi al-Hilweh.

WAFA correspondent said that a group of Israeli settlers from the settlement organization Elaad,
and under heavy protection from the Israeli forces, raided the aforementioned area and carried
out razing operations in its vicinity.

This comes weeks after seven donums of Palestinian-owned lands were seized in the area of Ein
Silwan, where uprooting trees, setting up gates and razing and digging operations are still going
on.

WAFA 22-1-2023
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Army Demolishes Two Residential Rooms Near Bethlehem

On Sunday, several Israeli military vehicles, including a bulldozer, invaded Artas village, south
of Bethlehem, and demolished two residential rooms.

Lufti As’ad, the head of Artas Village Council, said a large military force invaded the village
before the military bulldozer demolished the two rooms.

As’ad added that the rooms are in the Al-Atan area near the third pool in Solomon Pools resort
and said the rooms were built from wood and had tin roofs.

The owner of the land and the two rooms, Ismail Awad Salah, had to build the two rooms to
shelter his family after the army demolished his home a few months ago.

On Saturday, Israeli soldiers forced a Palestinian to demolish his home in the Ras Al-Amoud
neighborhood in occupied Jerusalem, in the West Bank.

International Middle East Media Center 22-1-2023
Tk

Israeli police storm Shuafat camp in J’lem after shooting incident

A Jewish female settler was slightly injured on Saturday afternoon when a bullet hit the window
of her home in the illegal settlement of Pisgat Ze'ev in Occupied Jerusalem.
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According to the Hebrew media, the Israeli occupation police believe that the bullet was fired
from the Shuafat refugee camp in the northeast of Jerusalem.
Following the incident, a large number of police forces stormed the camp and embarked on
intensively firing tear gas during clashes with local youths, while a helicopter overflew the area.
Dozens suffered from their exposure to tear gas during the events, according to medical sources.
The Palestinian Information Center 22-1-2023
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