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Jordan condemns new Israeli settlement plans in East Jerusalem

Israeli Occupation Forces Storm Al-Agsa Mosque, Expel Palestinian
Worshipers
Israeli Settlers, Forces Invade Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israeli Occupation Forces Detain Palestinian Citizen in Occupied
Jerusalem

Israel promotes bids for 1,000 settlement homes in West Bank,
Jerusalem: Watchdog
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Jordan condemns new Israeli settlement plans in East Jerusalem

Israel issued tenders for building 1,029 settlement units in East Jerusalem, according to Peace
Now group.

Jordan on Saturday decried new Israeli settlement plans in occupied East Jerusalem as a violation
of international law.

On Friday, Israel issued tenders for the construction of 1,029 units in the settlements of Efrat and
Beita Illit in East Jerusalem, according to Peace Now, an Israeli anti-settlements watchdog.

The group said the settlement building comes despite Israel’s commitment during last week’s
summit in Egypt’s Sharm El-Sheikh to suspend the construction of new settlements in the
occupied East Bank.

During the Sharm El-Sheikh summit, Israel pledged to halt discussion of any new settlement
units for four months, and to stop authorization of any outposts for six months.

“Settlement activities are a grave and brazen violation of international law,” Jordanian Foreign
Ministry spokesman Sinan Majali said in a statement.

He stressed that Israel’s policy of settlement building undermines chances for peace and the
possibility for a two-state solution.

Israel’s unilateral steps “are illegal, unacceptable and rejected and are a serious violation of the
international humanitarian law,” the spokesman said.

Estimates indicate about 650,000 settlers are living in 164 settlements and 116 outposts in the
occupied West Bank.

Under international law, all Jewish settlements in the occupied territories are considered illegal.

Anadolu Agency 25-3-2023
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Israeli Occupation Forces Storm Al-Aqsa Mosque, Expel Palestinian Worshipers
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Israeli occupation forces stormed Sunday’s midnight, March 26, the blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque
and expelled the Palestinian worshipers from inside it.Local Palestinian sources said that the
occupation forces stormed the Al-Qibli prayer hall in Al-Agsa Mosque, and forcibly expelled the
worshipers from it.They indicated that the occupation forces deployed in the Old City of
occupied Jerusalem, and prevented Palestinian citizens from entering Al-Aqsa Mosque.

The sources explained that the goal of vacating the worshipers from the prayer halls is to empty
Al-Aqgsa Mosque to prepare for the Israeli settlers’ daily incursions into the mosque.

Israeli occupation forces detained many Palestinian worshipers while kicking them out of the
prayer halls.Many videos and photos on social media networks showed that the occupation
forces detained a Palestinian young man, at least, during their storming of Al-Agsa Mosque.

The occupation forces forced all the worshipers to leave Bab al-Silsilah and tried to seize their
cell phones.

Days of Palestine 26-3-2023
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Israeli Settlers, Forces Invade Al-Aqsa Mosque

Large numbers of Israeli settlers, protected by Israeli occupation forces IOF, invaded the
courtyards of Al-Agsa Mosque on Sunday morning, March 26, 2023.
Palestinian media sources reported that tens of Israeli settlers invaded Al-Aqsa and performed
provocative rituals at its courtyards.The sources pointed out that Israeli occupation forces
attacked Palestinian worshipers and forced them to leave Al-Aqsa paving a way for the settlers’
incursion.In addition, an Israecli drone was seen flying over the sky of Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa
Mosque coinciding with the settlers’ invasion.Ahead of the settlers’ raid, dozens of Israeli
occupation forces gathered near the Al-Maghariba gate to evacuate the mosque from the
Palestinian worshipers.On Saturday night, more than 50 Israeli soldiers invaded Al-Agsa and Al-
Qibli Prayer Hall. They fired tear gas canisters and stun grenades to expel Palestinians.
Israeli settlers carry out semi-daily incursions into the blessed Mosque in Jerusalem and
provocatively perform Talmudic rituals under the protection of Israeli occupation forces.
Meanwhile, Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem continue their calls to mobilize at Al-Agsa to
confront the Israeli incursions, expected to rise during the holy month of Ramadan.
Israeli occupation authorities impose suffocating restrictions on the Palestinians’ entry to Al-
Aqgsa, regularly banning worshipers from entering the holy Mosque.
In February 2023 alone, at least 3583 Israeli settlers invaded the courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque
under the protection of Israeli forces.

Days of Palestine 26-3-2023
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Israeli Occupation Forces Detain Palestinian Citizen in Occupied Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces detained Saturday, March 25, a Palestinian young man from the town of
Silwan, south of Al-Aqsa Mosque, in occupied Jerusalem.
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According to local Palestinian sources, the occupation forces stormed the town of Silwan and
detained the young man, Noman Abu Sneina, after breaking into his home and terrorizing his
family.On a daily basis, Israeli occupation forces carry out massive storms into Palestinian cities,
detentions against Palestinian citizens, and attack them with no regard for their legal right to live
a peaceful and decent life.From the beginning of 2023 until mid-March, Israeli occupation forces
detained 1,300 Palestinians from, including 200 children and 22 girls and women.Israeli
occupation is holding 4,780 Palestinian detainees, including 160 children, some 30 women, and
five Palestinian Legislative Council members. All of them will be affected by Israel’s
implementation of punitive measures.

Days of Palestine 25-3-2023
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Israel promotes bids for 1,000 settlement homes in West Bank, Jerusalem:
Watchdog

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s far-right government authorized construction bids
for over a thousand new homes in Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank and east
Jerusalem, a watchdog group reported Friday, despite an Israeli pledge to halt settlement
construction as part of efforts to curb a deadly wave of violence in the territory.

The Israel Land Authority published the tenders earlier this week for the construction of 940
homes in the West Bank settlements of Efrat and Beitar Ilit, as well as 89 homes in the Gilo
settlement, which lies over the 1967 line on the southern edge of the contested capital of
Jerusalem. The large settlement of Efrat sits deep in the West Bank, near the Palestinian city of
Bethlehem.

Palestinians seek these lands, captured by Israel in the 1967 war, for a future independent state
alongside Israel — a longstanding international goal. The Palestinian Foreign Ministry assailed
the move as a betrayal of Netanyahu’s vow to freeze settlement construction, showing “official
disregard for American and international reactions.”

The anti-settlement Israeli group Peace Now publicized the construction bids on Friday.

“This is yet another harmful and unnecessary construction initiative,” the group said, accusing
the Israeli government of “trampling on the possibility of a future political agreement, and on our
relations with the US and friendly countries.”

There was no immediate comment from Netanyahu’s office.

The new affront to the Palestinians came just a week after Israeli and Palestinian officials met in
Egypt’s southern resort city of Sharm el-Sheikh in an effort to calm rising tensions ahead of the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. After the meeting, Israel repeated a pledge made at a similar
February summit in Aqaba, Jordan to temporarily freeze the approval of new settlement units in
the West Bank.

The Palestinian Foreign Ministry criticized the tender approvals as “a blatant departure and
deliberate sabotage of the understandings that were reached between the Palestinian and Israeli
sides under American auspices.”

Last month, the Isracli government granted approval for over 7,000 new homes in Jewish
settlements in the West Bank, including in four unauthorized outposts — despite a UN Security
Council statement sharply criticizing Israeli settlement expansion and rising opposition from
Israel’s allies, including the United States.

An Israeli official, speaking on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to brief
journalists, described the publication of tenders this week as procedural, saying, “All of the
agreements settled during the recent joint summits in Jordan and Egypt are being respected
fully.”

Israel’s government, the most right-wing and religiously conservative in its history, has said it
aims to entrench Israeli military rule in the West Bank, boost settlement construction and erase
the differences for Israelis between life in the settlements and within the country’s internationally
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recognized borders. Netanyahu’s coalition includes ultranationalist settler leaders who live in the
West Bank.
The international community, along with the Palestinians, considers settlement construction
illegal or illegitimate. Over 700,000 Israelis now live in the occupied West Bank and east
Jerusalem.
The settlement construction bids come against a background of heightened tensions with the
Palestinians and a national crisis in Israel over a government plan to overhaul the judicial system,
which critics fear will move Israel toward autocracy.
Since the start of 2023, at least 86 Palestinians, both militants and civilians, have been killed in
Israeli raids throughout the West Bank — making it the most deadly start to the year in over two
decades. At least 13 civilians and one police officer were killed during the same period in
Palestinian attacks against Israelis.
Al Arabiya News 25-3-2023
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