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e King calls for stepping up efforts toward calm, de-escalation in
Palestinian Territories

e FM: Aqaba meeting is first political engagement of its kind in years

e Palestinian Presidency slams Israeli settlers' terrorism in West Bank

e Foreign Ministry condemns Israel's re-enactment of death penalty

against Palestinians

e Israeli authorities begin work on road outside lions Gate in Jerusalem

to re-install metal detectors
e Israeli settlers break into Jerusalem's Aqsa mosque
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King calls for stepping up efforts toward calm, de-escalation in Palestinian
Territories

His Majesty King Abdullah on Sunday held a meeting with Deputy Assistant to the
US President and White House Coordinator for the Middle East and North Africa
Brett McGurk, attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Al Hussein bin
Abdullah II. At the meeting attended by His Royal Highness Prince Ghazi bin
Muhammad, His Majesty’s chief adviser for religious and cultural affairs and
personal envoy King Abdullah highlighted the need to step up efforts toward calm
and de-escalation in the Palestinian Territories, and to cease any unilateral
measures that could lead to instability and undermine peace prospects. His Majesty
called for relaunching negotiations between the Palestinians and the Israelis to
reach just and comprehensive peace, on the basis of the two-state solution,
guaranteeing the establishment of an independent, viable, and sovereign
Palestinian state on the 4 June 1967 lines, with East Jerusalem as its capital.

The King noted Jordan’s steadfast efforts to safeguard holy sites in Jerusalem,
under the Hashemite Custodianship.The meeting also covered the latest regional
and international developments, as well as means of enhancing the strategic
partnership between Jordan and the United States, while maintaining coordination
on issues of mutual concern.Director of the Office of His Majesty Jafar Hassan,
and Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs Barbara A. Leaf attended

the meeting.

Jordan News Agency 26-2-2023
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FM: Aqaba meeting is first political engagement of its kind in years

Foreign Minister, Ayman Safadi, said that the Agaba meeting, which brought
together Palestinian and Israeli senior officials, in the presence of Jordanian,
American and Egyptian officials, is the first political engagement of its kind in
years, and reflected a Palestinian-Isracli commitment to respecting all previous
agreements, de-escalating and achieving a just and comprehensive peace.

Safadi said that the Agaba Communiqué contained important commitments that, if
implemented, would lead to a de-escalation and progress towards more
comprehensive political engagement."The Aqaba meeting launched a political
process that will convene again within a month in the city of Sharm el-Sheikh to
follow up on the intense and direct negotiations that took place in the Aqaba
meeting, and to build on its outcomes," Safadi added.
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The Palestinian Authority and Israel had confirmed their joint readiness and
commitment to immediately work to end unilateral measures for a period of 3-6
months. This includes an Israeli commitment to stop discussion of any new
settlement units for 4 months and to stop authorization of any outposts for 6
months.

The five parties recognize the importance of upholding unchanged the historic
status quo at the holy sites in Jerusalem in word and practice, and emphasizes in
this regard the Hashemite Custodianship / special role of Jordan.

Safadi said that the Aqaba meeting achievement is an important political step on a
long and difficult road to stop the deterioration and progress towards a just and
lasting peace based on the two-state solution, and that implementation on the
ground will determine the outcome of the situation.

He stressed that stopping unilateral measures that undermine the two-state solution
and provocative measures that push towards tension and violence are necessary to
end the deterioration and de-escalate.

He underlined that the Kingdom will continue to exert efforts to stop the
deterioration and find a real political horizon that activates the peace process and
achieves progress in resolving the conflict on the basis of the two-state solution,
which embodies the independent and sovereign Palestinian state with occupied
Jerusalem as its capital on the pre-June 4, 1967 borders, to live in peace and
security alongside Israel.Safadi thanked Egypt for its great efforts before and
during the Agaba meeting, lauding depth of the institutional coordination between
the two countries.Safadi also expressed appreciation for the US important role and
participation in the meeting, stressing the centrality of the US leading role in all
peace efforts.He also stressed the importance of the US efforts and Biden
administration's stances regarding the need to stop all unilateral measures, and

work to achieve peace on the basis of the two-state solution.

Jordan News Agency 27-2-2023
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Palestinian Presidency slams Israeli settlers' terrorism in West Bank

The Palestinian Presidency condemned the terrorist acts carried out by Israeli
settlers, under the protection of the Israeli occupation forces, in villages of Huwara,
Burin, Einbus and other areas, which resulted in injuring more than 100
Palestinians and burning shops, homes, cars and other public properties.

The Presidency affirmed that this terrorism and whoever stands behind it aims to
destroy and thwart the international efforts exerted to try to get out of the current
crisis. The Palestinian presidency held the Israeli government fully responsible for
this terrorism, saying "it confirms the lack of confidence in the promises made
related to stopping settler terrorism and attacks on Palestinian citizens, and that
what the settlers have done today is a translation of the positions of some ministers
in this extreme right-wing Israeli government."The presidency affirms that "we
stand at a crossroads, either for the international community to assume its
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responsibilities, led by the United States of America, by obliging the Israeli
government to stop its aggressions and stop the crimes of settlers immediately, or

else the situation will enter into a circle of action and reaction.

WAFA 26-2-2023
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Foreign Ministry condemns Israel's re-enactment of death penalty against
Palestinians

The State of Palestine condemns in the strongest terms Israel’s continued racial
terror and open-war against the Palestinian people on all levels, including the
barbaric re-enactment of the death penalty as a pretext to legitimize its annexation
and entrench its apartheid regime, in violation of its obligation under international
law, today said a statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates."The
death penalty violates the fundamental rights of the Palestinian people to life, non-
discrimination, and self-determination. It is a cruel, barbaric, and inhumane bill
rooted in Jewish supremacy and precisely aimed to deny the Palestinian people
their right to exist and their humanity," it said."As Israel continues to
disproportionally and willfully kill Palestinians, now, it will arbitrarily and
ceremonially put them on death rows," added the Foreign Ministry.
"The State of Palestine warns against the dangerous repercussions of the death
penalty bill and holds Israel fully responsible for its criminal policies and laws.
"The State of Palestine urgently calls on the international community to not only
condemn but take concrete actions to pressure Israel to rescind its bill. We call on
the UN and its different agencies and human rights bodies, as well as international
organizations, to take necessary measures needed to ensure the protection of the
Palestinian people, expose Israel’s crimes, and hold it accountable for this grave
miscarriage of justice. "Israel’s re-enactment of death penalty is a stain on the
international order that we have built to protect peoples of the world. It is a stain
on those who preach for the rule of law but continue to allow, facilitate, and
embolden Israel and Israeli officials to violate the basic principles with full
impunity. "The Palestinian people will not watch as their existence is being
threatened on the daily basis. The State of Palestine will not leave any stone
unturned until Israel and Israeli officials are held accountable for their crimes."
WAFA 26-2-2023
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Israeli authorities begin work on road outside lions Gate in Jerusalem to re-
install metal detectors

Israeli authorities today closed a road near the Lions' Gate, also known as Bab al-
Asbat, in Jerusalem’s Old City, before proceeding with the construction works on
the road for the benefit of re-installing the electronic gates there, according to local
sources.The occupation authorities began early morning with construction works
on a road outside Bab al-Asbat to re-install the metal detectors, which if installed,
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would prohibit the entry of vehicles into the Old City of Jerusalem.In the
meantime, Israeli authorities turned a plot of land in the neighborhood of Silwan
into a parking lot, designated for the sole use of settlers.
WAFA 26-2-2023
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Israeli settlers break into Jerusalem's Aqsa mosque

Dozens of fanatic Israeli settlers Sunday morning broke into the compounds of al-
Agsa Mosque under heavy protection from the Israeli police.

The settlers, divded into groups, raided the holy Islamic Mosque from al-
Maghariba gate and took provocative tours in its compounds.

The extremist settlers performed Talmudic rituals in the eastern part of the
Mosque.

This comes at a time as Israeli forces intensify measures against Palestinians
coming from Jerusalem to enter the Mosque, inspecting their IDs and briefly
detaining them.

WAFA 26-2-2023
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