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Hashemite custodianship over Jerusalem 'key' to protect holy
city-Palestinian official

Senate committee decries Israel's decision to build new settlement
units

Palestine calls for US action to stop Israeli violations at Jerusalem's
Al-Aqsa

Saudi Arabia condemns Israel’s new settlement plans in East
Jerusalem

Kanaan calls on exposing Israel's violations, crimes

Mutfti of Jerusalem: Israel’s eviction of worshipers from Al-Aqsa
an attack on entire Muslims

Sheikh Sabri holds Israeli gov’t responsible for any tension in
J’lem

IOF Kidnap Young Palestinian Men in Occupied Jerusalem,
Ramallah
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Hashemite custodianship over Jerusalem 'key' to protect holy city-Palestinian
official

Secretary-General of the National People's Congress for Jerusalem, Maj. Gen. Bilal Natsheh,
said Hashemite custodianship over Jerusalem's Islamic and Christian holy sites is "unwavering
and binding to Israel according to the law and the agreements concluded in this regard."

Natsheh noted Israel's violations encroach Jordan's role in Al-Aqsa Mosque and related red lines
that deem this holy site an exclusive property of Muslims.

In an interview with "Petra" on Sunday, he said Israeli-imposed restrictions on arrival of
worshipers to Jerusalem on Ramadan's first Friday fall within framework of Israel's breach of all
international conventions and norms.

Respect for Hashemite custodianship requires "concrete" measures on the ground, especially in
Ramadan, in which Palestinian come for Jerusalem to worship , he pointed out.

In addition, he appreciated Jordan's "firm" position based on the fact that East Jerusalem is an
occupied land, and sovereignty over it belongs to Palestinians.

Hashemite custodianship aims to protect the holy city in accordance with international law and
resolutions, he said

Natsheh also "highly" appreciated Jordan's permanent assertion that East Jerusalem is an integral
part of the Palestinian territories occupied in 1967.

This reality is subject to international law, based on int'l legitimacy resolutions, including
Security Council Resolution 478, which stipulates that Israel's decision to annex East Jerusalem
and declaring it the unified capital is an invalid step, he pointed out.

He lauded Jordan's "strong" position, which considers East Jerusalem the capital of the future
Palestinian state on June 4, 1967 borders, adding that all unilateral Israeli measures, primarily
settlement activities, land confiscation, displacement or changing Jerusalem's character, are
actions that violate international law.

Jordan News Agency 26-3-2023
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Senate committee decries Israel's decision to build new settlement units

The Senate's Palestine Committee on Sunday condemned Israeli authorities' announcement to
float tenders to build more than 1,200 new settlement units in the occupied Palestinian territories.
In a statement, the committee said this Israeli action continuously breachs international law,
Security Council resolutions, peace foundations and efforts aimed to achieve the two-state
solution, and is a violation of int'l humanitarian law.
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The committee also called on the concerned international community and Arab and international
parliaments to move and confront this serious attack and support Palestinian people, who now
steadfastly face Israeli settlement attacks in the West Bank and Jerusalem.

In addition, the committee affirmed Jordan's support to Palestinian people and its continued
readiness to defend their legitimate interests and rights in Palestine.

Jordan News Agency 26-3-2023
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Palestine calls for US action to stop Israeli violations at Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa

Palestine on Sunday called for US and international action to stop Israeli violations in the
flashpoint Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem, Anadolu reports.

On Saturday, Israeli forces raided the flashpoint site late in the day and forced worshippers out of
the complex, according to the Palestinian news agency Wafa.

In a statement, the Palestinian Foreign Ministry called for forcing Israel to comply with its
commitments and "halt violations of holy sites in Jerusalem, including Al-Agsa Mosque, before
it is too late."

The ministry termed the Israeli assault on worshippers inside Al-Agsa as "a serious escalation"
and held Tel Aviv fully responsible for its consequences.

Tensions have been running high across the occupied West Bank in recent months amid repeated
Israeli raids into Palestinian towns.

Nearly 90 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire since the start of this year, according to
Palestinian figures. Fourteen Israclis have also been killed in separate attacks during the same
period.

For Muslims, Al-Agsa represents the world's third-holiest site. Jews, for their part, call the area
as the Temple Mount, saying it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Aqgsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It
annexed the entire city in 1980, in a move never recognized by the international community.

Middle East Monitor 26-3-2023
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Saudi Arabia condemns Israel’s new settlement plans in East Jerusalem

Israel issued tenders for building 1,029 settlement units in East Jerusalem, according to Peace
Now group.

Saudi Arabia has condemned new Israeli plans to build hundreds of settlement units in occupied
East Jerusalem.

On Friday, Israel issued tenders for the construction of 1,029 units in the settlements of Efrat and
Beita Illit in East Jerusalem, according to Peace Now, an Israeli anti-settlements watchdog.

The group said the settlement building comes despite Israel’s commitment during last week’s
summit in Egypt’s city of Sharm El-Sheikh to suspend the construction of new settlements in the
occupied East Bank.

During the Sharm El-Sheikh summit, Israel pledged to halt discussion of any new settlement
units for four months, and to stop authorization of any outposts for six months.

In a statement, the Saudi Foreign Ministry said the Israeli decision "represents a continuation of
the flagrant violations committed by the [Israeli] occupation authorities."

The ministry called on the international community "to assume its responsibilities to end the
Israeli occupation and to stop its provocative practices, which would obstruct the paths of
political solutions based on the Arab Peace Initiative, and undermine international peace efforts.”
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Proposed by Saudi Arabia in 2002, the Arab Peace Initiative calls for normalizing relations with

Israel in return for withdrawal from territories occupied in 1967.

Estimates indicate about 650,000 settlers are living in 164 settlements and 116 outposts in the

occupied West Bank.

Under international law, all Jewish settlements in the occupied territories are considered illegal.
Anadolu Agency 26-3-2023
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Kanaan calls on exposing Israel's violations, crimes

Secretary-General of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs (RCJA), Abdullah Kanaan, said
International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members reminds the world of
Israel's violations and crimes against Palestine and Jerusalem.

The UN announced March 25 annually to celebrate this day aimed to mobilize efforts, demand
justice, and strengthen international determination and will towards protecting UN employees,
peacekeepers and all workers in non-governmental circles, including the press.
In a RCJA statement, Kanaan noted Israel's hardline measures focused on closuring international
institutions operating in Palestine, and practicing persecution against UN employees, including
its refusal since 2020 to grant entry visas for United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) workers to enter the occupied Palestinian territories.

Kanaan noted RCJA views central global events as an opportunity to increase public awareness
on Palestinian people's rights in occupied Palestine, aimed to mobilize world support to them and
end Israeli injustice and oppression.

This situation comes in light of the right-wing hardline government's escalation policy, which
was reflected in increasing incursions and settlements and threatening world security and peace,
he added.

Palestine, Jerusalem, its people, and sanctities, will remain a top priority for Jordan's efforts,
diplomacy and media, referring to Hashemite guardianship over Jerusalem's Islamic and
Christian sanctities in this regard, he pointed out.

Jordan News Agency 26-3-2023
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Mufti of Jerusalem: Israel’s eviction of worshipers from Al-Aqsa an attack on
entire Muslims

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and Palestine, has strongly
condemned the raid earlier today by Israeli police on the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in
occupied Jerusalem and the forcible eviction of Muslim worshipers from the holy site.

The Grand Mufti described the Isracli raid and the eviction of worshipers as a “severely
dangerous attack on the sentiments and beliefs of Muslims,” adding that the Israeli escalation
“aims at achieving the interests of extremist settler groups that seek a religious war in the
region.”

He denounced the threats made by the so-called Israeli "Temple Mount groups" about their
intention to break into the Al-Aqsa Mosque during the holy month of Ramadan under the pretext
of Jewish holidays.

WAFA 26-3-2023
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Sheikh Sabri holds Israeli gov’t responsible for any tension in J’lem
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Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, head of the Higher Islamic Council in Occupied Jerusalem, has held the
Israeli occupation government responsible for any escalation or tension that may happen in
Jerusalem and at the Agqsa Mosque.

In recent press remarks, Sheikh Sabri applauded Muslim worshipers for rallying around the Aqsa
Mosque and their massive presence in its buildings and courtyards on Friday.

The Jerusalemite figure expressed his rejection of Israeli security minister Itamar Ben Gvir’s
recent threat to ban Muslims from praying at the Mosque in the last 10 days of the holy month of
Ramadan.

He affirmed that “watching large numbers of Muslims praying at the Aqsa Mosque was
heartwarming, but it enraged the enemies who do not like seeing such numbers and massive
presence of Muslims at the holy site.”

The Palestinian Information Center 25-3-2023
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IOF Kidnap Young Palestinian Men in Occupied Jerusalem, Ramallah

Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) kidnapped Sunday evening, March 26, 2023 three young
Palestinian men from the occupied city of Jerusalem.
Local sources reported that Israecli occupation forces kidnapped the young man, Muhammad
Hashem al-Salaymeh, from Bab al-Amoud, while they arrested the two young men, Saleh
Fakhouri and Muhammad Abu Farha, from the Bab Al-Asbat area in occupied Jerusalem.
In the meantime, IOF kidnapped a young Palestinian man at a military checkpoint that they set
up at the entrance to the town of Birzeit, north of Ramallah.
IOF detained Qassam Delni, a student at Birzeit University, from the village of Qira northeast of
Salfit, after they stopped a vehicle he was in.

Days of Palestine 26-3-2023
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