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Islamic-Christian Committee Warns of Dangerous New Settlement
Plan in Jerusalem

Speaker of parliament says place of Israeli settlers and racist
ministers is the International Criminal Court

Israeli official submits proposal to increase settlers in northern West
Bank to million

Jerusalemite schools threaten to strike if IOA imposes its curricula
Radical settlers raid Al-Aqsa Mosque
Israeli Troops Attack Palestinians, Kids in Shu’fat Raid
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Islamic-Christian Committee Warns of Dangerous New Settlement Plan in
Jerusalem

The Islamic-Christian Committee in Support of Jerusalem and its Sanctuaries raised concerns on
Wednesday, August 23, about the grave implications of a new settlement plan in Jerusalem
recently approved by Israeli occupation authorities, with a budget allocation of around one
billion shekels for its execution.In a statement issued on Wednesday, the society highlighted that
this new plan is one of the largest in years, encompassing the construction of 2,430 settlement
units along with a 500-room hotel. The committee emphasized that the aim of this new plan is to
solidify the settler presence in the city of Jerusalem, seize hundreds of dunams of land, besiege
and suffocate Palestinian residential communities, and effectively isolate the city from its
Palestinian surroundings.It further revealed that this plan coincides with another scheme
formulated by the extremist Isracli National Security Minister, Itamar Ben Gvir, involving the
allocation of 40 million dollars to establish new settlement access roads, construct new police
stations, and deploy additional security surveillance cameras to connect Jerusalem’s settlements.
In addition, the committee held the international community responsible for its silence regarding
these settlement crimes that seek to displace the residents of the holy city. It pointed out that
empty diplomatic condemnations are no longer sufficient to halt this escalation of settler
activities.The society urged the international community and influential countries to break their
silence and intervene before an impending eruption of the situation on the ground, which no one
will be able to prevent.
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Speaker of parliament says place of Israeli settlers and racist ministers is the
International Criminal Court

Rawhi Fattouh, Speaker of the Palestinian National Council, the parliament, today said the place
of the settlers and racist Israeli cabinet ministers is the International Criminal Court (ICC), not
the Palestinian land.Fattouh was responding to a statement by the Israeli Minister of Defense
Yoav Gallant, in which he stated during his meeting with settler leaders that the place where
Israeli does not intensify settlements, “there is terrorism," describing these statements as an
explicit call to encourage terrorism and violence.“The place of settlers, their leaders, and racist
government ministers is the ICC, not thePalestinian land, and wherever settlement outposts are
built, there is terrorism,” said Fattouh in a statement.“The presence of armed settlers in our
streets and towns and their killings, terrorism, arson, and theft is the apex of terrorism, and the
aggression against the Palestinian land and women and children is state terrorism, which is
criminalized by international law and considered a war crime,” he said.

WAFA 23-8-2023
* 3k ok

Yy



Israeli official submits proposal to increase settlers in northern West Bank to
million

The head of the Regional Council for West Bank Settlements, Yossi Dagan, submitted
Wednesday a proposal to Benjamin Netanyahu to increase the number of Jewish settlers in the
northern West Bank from about 170,000 currently to one million by 2050.
According to the Israeli Ynet website, the proposal includes constructing cities, industrial zones,
a hospital, a railway and an airport.The website reported that the settlement council had secretly
hired the services of engineers and professional consultants to develop the plan.
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Jerusalemite schools threaten to strike if IOA imposes its curricula

Jerusalemite schools have announced their categorical rejection of the Israeli curriculums,
affirming that they will continue to use Palestinian textbooks.This came during a meeting
attended on Wednesday by representatives from the Parents’ Union in Jerusalem and the schools
of al-Iman, Ibrahimieh, Dar al-Hikma and al-Furqan.The participants threatened to stage an
open-ended strike if the Israeli occupation authority (IOA) tried to impose Israeli curriculums on
Palestinian schools in Jerusalem.Last Friday, Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, head of the Higher Islamic
Council in Occupied Jerusalem, said that the teaching of Israeli curriculums in Palestinian
schools is not permissible according to the Islamic Sharia (religious law).Addressing the Muslim
congregation during his Friday Khutba (sermon) at the Aqsa Mosque, Sheikh Sabri underlined
that every people in the world have their own religion, beliefs, culture, civilization, customs and
peculiarities, and have the right to set the curricula that suit them.

He urged the Jerusalemite parents to pay attention to the curriculums their children receive in
their schools and insist on using the current textbooks, stressing that their children are a huge
responsibility resting on their shoulders.He also reiterated the Higher Islamic Authority’s fatwa
that forbids any Palestinian participation in the Israeli municipal elections in Jerusalem.
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Radical settlers raid Al-Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of extremist Jewish settlers on Wednesday stormed the Al-Aqsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied Jerusalem through the Magharebah Gate under tight security from
Israeli police.The General Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem said the settlers raided
the Mosque in successive groups, organized provocative tours in its courtyards, and performed
Talmudic rituals.Israeli forces are currently implementing strict procedures and limitations on
Muslim worshipers who wish to access the Mosque and move around freely within its
courtyards.
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Israeli Troops Attack Palestinians, Kids in Shu’fat Raid

Israeli troops fired rubber-coated metal bullets at defenceless Palestinian citizens inside their
homes while storming the Shu’fat refugee camp in occupied Jerusalem on Wednesday, August
23, 2023.

According to local Palestinian sources, Israeli armed units raided the Ras Khamis neighbourhood
in Shu’fat and deployed between the Palestinian houses, terrifying their residents and creating
tension in the area.

Israeli forces reportedly attacked Palestinian children in the streets and fired live and rubber-
coated bullets at them.

In retaliation, those kids threw small stones at the armed soldiers trying to prevent them from
storming their homes.Consequently, confrontations broke out where Palestinian citizens went out
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of their homes and defended themselves by throwing small stones at the Israeli forces and
military tanks.Daily, Israeli troops storm the Palestinian cities and towns of the occupied West
Bank, including Jerusalem, detaining, killing, and injuring citizens there.
Last July only, they detained 530 Palestinian citizens, including 42 kids and 8 females, during
many military raids across occupied Palestine.
Since the beginning of 2023, at least 227 Palestinian people have been killed by Israeli forces in
military attacks across occupied Palestine, including 37 Palestinians killed in the latest assault on
the Gaza Strip last May.
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