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Sheikh Sabri warns of settlers’ raids into Al-Aqsa Mosque
Hamas welcomes Belgian minister’s remarks about Israeli violations

Heightened Tensions Surround Al-Aqsa Mosque Ahead of Jewish
Holidays
Israeli Violations in Occupied Jerusalem During August 2023

Israeli Forces Abduct 7 Palestinians from Jenin, Ramallah, and
Jerusalem

Jabal al-Mukaber Strikes Against Israeli Policies Against Jerusalem
Schools

Israeli Settlement Expansion in Jerusalem: A Decades-Long
Struggle
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Sheikh Sabri warns of settlers’ raids into Al-Aqsa Mosque

Preacher of the Al-Agsa Mosque, Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, on Saturday warned of Jewish settlers’
raids into Al-Aqgsa Mosque to commemorate Jewish holidays in the middle of the current month.
Sheikh Sabri told the PIC that the Israeli occupation is taking advantage of Jewish holidays to
impose a new fait accompli in the Al-Agsa Mosque.
“Celebrating Jewish holidays and performing Talmudic rituals constitute part of the religious war
waged against the Al-Agsa Mosque,” Sheikh Sabri affirmed.
He called on the Palestinian people to intensify their presence at the Al-Aqsa Mosque to protect
it against the Israeli Judaization plans.
Jewish temple mount groups had renewed their calls on their followers to participate in massive
raids into the Al-Agsa Mosque to commemorate Jewish holidays starting from the 16th of
September to the seventh of October.

The Palestinian Information Center 2-9-2023
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Hamas welcomes Belgian minister’s remarks about Israeli violations

The Hamas Movement has welcomed Belgian minister for cooperation and development
Caroline Guinez’s recent remarks about Israel’s violations against Palestinians, especially
children“The angry reaction of Israeli officials to Guinez’s remarks reflected the occupation
state’s fear that the myths it has been promoting for decades could be debunked,” senior Hamas
official Basem Naim stated on Saturday.“Guinez’s remarks are completely consistent with the
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facts on the ground, which have been confirmed by several international reports,” Naim
added.The Hamas official called on the international community to take immediate steps to curb
the Israeli occupation and hold its leaders accountable for their crimes against the Palestinian
people, their land and holy sites.In a recent interview with local newspaper De Morgan,
Guinness accused Israel of killing Palestinian children, wiping entire villages off the map, and
destroying schools and EU-funded neighborhoods.

The Palestinian Information Center 3-9-2023
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Heightened Tensions Surround Al-Aqsa Mosque Ahead of Jewish Holidays

In the lead-up to the Jewish holidays this September, the situation surrounding the Al-Aqsa
Mosque in Jerusalem has reached a critical juncture, with experts expressing deep apprehension
over a potential escalation in tensions. Thousands of Jewish settlers are poised to partake in what
has been termed the “storming” of the holy site, raising serious concerns for peace and stability
in the region.Fakhri Abu Diab, a distinguished specialist in Jerusalem affairs, has voiced serious
reservations regarding the evolving scenario. He has revealed that the Israeli occupation forces
have systematically tightened restrictions and erected formidable obstacles for Muslims wishing
to access the hallowed precincts of the Al-Aqsa Mosque in recent months. These measures are
being perceived as a prelude to the forthcoming Jewish holidays, during which Israeli settlers
customarily intensify their presence at the site. Abu Diab has underscored that these settlers
intend to further inflame tensions within the Al-Aqsa Mosque during the approaching holidays,
leaving the region in a state of heightened alert.“The days ahead are fraught with difficulty for
Jerusalem, and particularly for the sacred Al-Aqsa Mosque,” cautioned Abu Diab. He further
highlighted the Israeli occupation authorities’ campaign to summon and take punitive measures
against activists and religious leaders, including deportation, arbitrary arrests, and intimidating
threats.Jamal Amr, a reputable Jerusalemite researcher, has drawn attention to the situation by
elucidating how the Israeli occupation government is leveraging the Jewish holidays as a pretext
to perpetrate its aggressive actions against Jerusalem and its indigenous inhabitants. He pointedly
noted that the spike in the number of intruders at the Al-Agsa Mosque is accompanied by a
glaring escalation in the public performance of Jewish biblical rituals. These actions, often
carried out under the watchful protection of the Israeli occupation forces, have the potential to
incite further unrest in the already volatile region.Amr emphatically emphasized the significance
of staying at the Al-Aqsa Mosque as a peaceful and spiritual form of resistance against the
provocations and incursions being orchestrated by Jewish settlers during this sensitive period.
The international community is closely monitoring the situation in Jerusalem, growing
increasingly concerned about the potential for further escalation. Diplomatic initiatives are
underway to de-escalate tensions and ensure the safety and sanctity of the Al-Aqsa Mosque
during this critical phase.As the region braces for the upcoming Jewish holidays, the world’s
gaze remains steadfastly fixed on Jerusalem, with a collective aspiration for a peaceful resolution
to the mounting tensions surrounding the Al-Aqsa Mosque, and an unwavering commitment to
uphold the rights and dignity of the Palestinian people.

Days of Palestine 2-9-2023
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Israeli Violations in Occupied Jerusalem During August 2023

Israeli occupation forces escalated their violations against the palestinain people in the occupied
city of Jerusalem in August 2023.

During the reporting period, at least 3891 colonial Israeli settlers invaded the courtyards of Al-
Aqgsa mosque and performed provocative Talmudic rituals in some of its yards. All colonial
settlers and the settlements in which they live are illegal under international law.
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The report recorded the Israeli occupation detention of at least 135 Palestinians including 3
women and 24 minors.
Moreover, at least 48 arrest decisions were issued by the Israeli occupation including 6
administrative detentions, 14 house arrests, and 11 prison sentences, according to data collected
by Marsad Network.
At the same time, the Israeli occupation issued 38 banishment orders against Jerusalemite
activists and employees of the Jerusalem Waqf (Endowment) Department, al-Qastal reported.
Israeli troops wounded 14 Palestinians varying between live and rubber-coated metal bullets,
severe attacks by Israeli forces and settlers, burns, head injuries, and fractures, in addition to
hundreds of suffocation cases as a result of tear gas canisters being fired directly towards
Palestinians.
During the reporting period, Israeli settlers have carried out 18 attacks against Palestinians and
their property in occupied Jerusalem, including severely beating Palestinians, land theft,
violating Islamic and Christian sanctities, and writing racist slogans on Jerusalemites’ cars and
sabotaging them.
The Israeli occupation forces leveled 12 Palestinian-owned structures in occupied Jerusalem,
leaving its people homeless.
During the reporting period, Isracli occupation forces deliberately killed 4 Palestinian men in
occupied Jerusalem, according to the Data collected by Days Of Palestine.
On August 1, Israeli occupation forces killed the 20-year-old Palestinain youth Muhannad Al-
Mazraa from the town of Al-Eizariya by shooting him directly. Al-Mazraa carried out a Shooting
attack against Israeli settlers in the illegal settlement of Ma’ale Adumim, leaving 6 injuries.
On August 15, Israeli troops murdered the 16-year-old youth Qusay Omar Al-Walji from Al-
Walaja village during a military raid into the Aqabat Jabr camp in Jericho.
The 33-year-old man Ahmed Hamza Abu Sneina from the village of Al-Issawiya succumbed on
August 17 to the wounds he sustained from Israeli bullets in Al-Aqsa Mosque two years ago.
On August 30, Israeli forces killed the 17-year-old youth Khaled Samer Zaanin from the town of
Beit Hanina after he carried out a stabbing attack that injured an Israeli settler.
Israeli occupation authorities strive to impose a new reality on the occupied city of Jerusalem
through the implementation of dangerous colonial settlement projects.
Israeli occupation approved 4 settlement projects in various areas of occupied Jerusalem
including:
= Israeli occupation approves the so-called ‘five-year plan’ aiming to impose
complete control over the occupied city, and ultimately change its Arab and
Islamic identity.
= A new Israeli plan to establish 2,430 settlements and 500 hotel units in the
occupied city. The plan aims to permanently isolate the city of Jerusalem from its
Palestinian surroundings.
= A plan by the far-right Israeli Minister of Security Itamar Ben Gvir includes
allocating $40 million to establish new settlement roads for linking settlements
built on the Palestinian stolen lands, make new police stations, and deploy more
security surveillance cameras.

Days of Palestine 2-9-2023
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Israeli Forces Abduct 7 Palestinians from Jenin, Ramallah, and Jerusalem

Israeli forces abducted, on Friday evening and Saturday, seven Palestinians from various regions
of the occupied West Bank, including a former prisoner and a young woman.

In the northern part of the West Bank, Isracli forces abducted, on Friday evening, Amjad Suhail
Salah, 21, from Faqu’a village, northeast of Jenin.
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On Saturday, occupation forces abducted, on Saturday, three Palestinians from the Ramallah and
Al-Biereh governorate, in the central West Bank, including a former prisoner, after storming and
searching their homes.

Media sources said that soldiers abducted former prisoner, Ilbrahim Saud Bani
Odeh and Muhammad Dar Hamed from Ein Yabrud town, northeast of Ramallah, in addition
to Ahmed Fawaz Hamran from Beitunia city, to the west.

Meanwhile, Israeli authorities have maintained a closure on the main entrance to Burqa village,
east of Ramallah, for the past two days, blocking Palestinians from entering or leaving.
According to the Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees in Jerusalem, occupation forces
abducted, on Saturday, three Palestinians including a young woman from the Al-Agsa Mosque in
the Old City of occupied Jerusalem.

Occupation forces abducted the young woman, Nourhan Tarshani, in addition to the two young
men, Mahran Abbas and Muhammad Issa, while they were present at the Al-Agsa Mosque
compound.

International Middle East Media Center 2-9-2023
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Jabal al-Mukaber Strikes Against Israeli Policies Against Jerusalem Schools

A strike was observed on Saturday, September 2, in the town of Jabal al-Mukaber in occupied
Jerusalem in rejection of the oppressive Isracli measures against Palestinian schools.

The Parents’ Committee in Jabal al-Mukaber organized a protest in front of the Sahira Secondary
School and the New Sal’ah School to denounce the Isracli decisions targeting these schools.
Participants condemned the policies of the occupation and its violations against Jerusalemite
schools, in addition to its ongoing pressure on Palestinians and their children.

The relentless Israeli attempts to alter the Palestinian curriculum, especially in Jerusalem’s
schools and the occupied territories, continue, targeting everything Palestinian to expel it from its
land and homeland.

It is worth noting that the Knesset’s General Assembly recently approved two bills aimed at
increasing oversight of schools and teachers in Jerusalem and the occupied Palestinian territories.
Palestinian observers and experts emphasized the need to protect the Palestinian national
curriculum to confront the Judaization of education in Jerusalem.

Mohammed Hamadeh, the spokesman for the Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas in
Jerusalem, called for supporting the resilience of Jerusalemites against the “Israclization” plans
for education and changing the awareness of generations.

Hamadeh pointed out that the occupation targets the Jerusalemites in education, in addition to its
war against Al-Agsa Mosque and the holy Jerusalem neighborhoods.

Days of Palestine 2-9-2023
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Israeli Settlement Expansion in Jerusalem: A Decades-Long Struggle

Since the outset of the 1967 Israeli occupation of Jerusalem, Israel has consistently pursued its
agenda of annexation. This agenda has involved the confiscation of extensive land for settlement
construction, creating a geopolitical landscape that paves the path for full Israeli control.

A primary objective for Israel has been to establish an unequivocal Jewish majority in the
occupied city, positioning it as a decisive factor in any future negotiations.
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Simultaneously, Israel has geographically isolated Jerusalem from the rest of the occupied West
Bank through the establishment of substantial Jewish settlements, displacing many Jerusalemites
and compelling them to reside beyond the city’s municipal boundaries.

Jerusalem’s status has consistently been at the heart of numerous United Nations resolutions,
commencing with UN General Assembly Resolution 181 in 1947, and subsequent resolutions
concerning the Palestinian cause.

As an occupied territory, Jerusalem is bound by international law and international human rights
law, both of which render Israeli actions illegal.

International customary law, as stipulated in the UN Charter (Article 2, Paragraph 4),
categorically disapproves of seizing land by force. Consequently, Israel’s annexation of East
Jerusalem and its subsequent control stand in violation of international law.

Facts and Figures

Since 1967, Israeli authorities have seized 25 square kilometers of land in East Jerusalem,
amounting to 35% of its total area of 70 square kilometers, claiming it’s for “public interest,”
according to Jerusalem affairs researcher Fakhri Abu Diab.

The combined area of Jerusalem, both east and west, totals 125,400 dunams and falls within the
municipal boundaries of Jerusalem. It’s the largest city in historic Palestine, with a population of
900,000, consisting of 39% Palestinians and 61% Israeli Jews.

In East Jerusalem alone, there are 340,000 Palestinians and 220,000 settlers. Israel has
established ten major settlements in the holy city, accommodating 55,000 settler units.

Since 1967, Israeli authorities have seized 3,004 properties owned by Jerusalemites in the eastern
part of the city, forcibly expelling its residents and replacing them with settlers. This has notably
occurred in the Old City, Silwan, and Sheikh Jarrah.

In 2023, the Israeli government, along with municipal and settler associations, approved the
construction of 13,000 settlement units in East Jerusalem, with construction ongoing.

Abu Diab notes that Isracli authorities have revoked the residency of around 20,115
Jerusalemites since 1967. Additionally, 3,124 homes have been demolished in the city’s eastern
part, with 615 homeowners demolishing their own homes under duress, following municipal
pressure to avoid the high demolition costs. This has led to the displacement of 16,200
Jerusalemites.

The threat of demolition looms over 22,416 homes, under the pretext of building without
permits, with the areas surrounding the Al-Aqsa Mosque, located within the so-called “Holy
Basin,” being the most threatened. This historic area spans 27,500 dunams and includes Sheikh
Jarrah, Silwan, Mount of Scopus, Mount of Olives, and Mount Scopus.

Approximately 46% of demolition orders are directed at Silwan and Mount Scopus, with 87
settlements established in Silwan alone. The Israeli authorities have seized 27% of Silwan’s land
for Judaization and settlement purposes.

The number of settlers in Silwan reaches 3,150, while the Old City has around 4,000 settlers,
especially in the Moroccan Quarter and the Hara Al-Sharif neighborhood, where residents were
expelled.

Restrictions on Construction

Furthermore, Israeli authorities have categorized 87% of Jerusalem’s lands as “green areas”
where construction is prohibited, in favor of settlements, roads, and bypass roads. Palestinians
are allowed to build on only 13% of their lands.

Of this 13%, 2% in northern Jerusalem is the only area where construction is still possible. Abu
Diab highlights that 97% of building permit applications submitted by Jerusalemites to the Israeli
municipality are rejected, while 99% of settlers’ applications are approved.
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This year, Israeli authorities have presented 22 expansion plans for settlements in East
Jerusalem, comprising a total of 16,060 settlement units. The United Nations recognizes East
Jerusalem as an occupied territory (subject to the Fourth Geneva Convention) and, based on this
recognition, rejects Israeli claims to sovereignty over it.
UN Security Council Resolution 252 of 1968 states that “all legislative and administrative
measures and actions taken by Israel to change the legal status of Jerusalem are invalid and
cannot change that status.”

Days of Palestine 2-9-2023
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