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Safadi urges Islamic parliaments to unite in support of Palestinians

Prime Minister Shtayyeh holds Israeli government fully responsible
for the escalation due to its aggression
Blinken appeals for calm in Jerusalem as tensions soar

Diplomats, rights representatives visit al-Khan al-Ahmar targeted by
Israel with eradication
Israeli forces demolish structures near Jerusalem

Israeli settlers break into Jerusalem's Aqsa mosque

Jerusalemites plan general strike to protest Israeli demolition policy
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Safadi urges Islamic parliaments to unite in support of Palestinians

Lower House Speaker Ahmad Safadi on Monday called on Islamic parliaments to take a unified
position rejecting all practices by the Israeli occupation authority in the Palestinian territories.
In an address at the 17th parliamentary session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
member states, which was opened by Algerian National Assembly Speaker Ibrahim Boghali,
Safadi called on Islamic parliaments to take a serious stand to put the Palestinian issue top of its
agenda.He called for a unified position rejecting all Israeli practices, including storming holy
sites and expanding settlements, adding that Islamic parliaments have a duty to support the rights
of the Palestinians, top of which is the establishment of their independent state on their national
soil and supporting the Hashemite Custodianship over Islamic and Christian sanctities in
Jerusalem.He said His Majesty King Abdullah II firmly and steadfastly upholds the Jordanian
custodianship over the Jerusalem holy places.Jordan remained on the side of Palestinian rights,
defending their just cause and Jerusalem, and loyal to its Arab and Islamic nation, despite the
challenges and pressures and successive waves of refugees, he said.Safadi called for a firm
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position rejecting all attempts to Judaize the Holy Land and supporting the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency (UNRWA), proposing that the Algiers session be dubbed the "Conference to
Defend Jerusalem", sying "the city is for all Muslims and that their right to it, along with
Christians, is historical and everlasting."The Lower House chief also urged supporting Iraq and
enhancing its security, stability and territorial integrity "after it defeated the forces of evil and
darkness".He also stressed the need to support endeavors to find peaceful solutions in Syria,
Yemen and Libya and defend Islam against false accusations of extremism. Islam is a religion
that advocates for love and tolerance, and that terrorism has no religion, he said, adding that
Muslims themselves are the ones who suffered most from terrorism.

Jordan News Agency 30-1-2023
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Prime Minister Shtayyeh holds Israeli government fully responsible for
the escalation due to its aggression

Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh today held the Isracli government fully and directly
responsible for the escalation in the occupied territories due to its aggression, violations, and
daily crimes against the Palestinian people in Jenin refugee camp and occupied East Jerusalem,
as well as in all cities, towns, villages, and camps attacked by soldiers and settlers alike.
Speaking at the opening session of the weekly cabinet meeting held in Ramallah, Shtayyeh
called on the international community to condemn these crimes as well as statements by
ministers in the Israeli government in which they called on the Israeli public to take up arms in
order to commit crimes against the defenseless Palestinian people.

He said that the world should deal with those racist statements as an assault on humanity and all
civilized values.

Shtayyeh stressed that his government takes seriously the decisions of the Israeli inner cabinet
aimed at the Palestinian people, especially those in East Jerusalem, considering them a violation
of international law and the Geneva Conventions, and reflecting the depth of the crisis that the
occupation government is experiencing, which it is trying to deflect attention from through the
killings, repression, collective punishments, home demolitions and giving the terrorist settlers a
free hand to commit more crimes against the Palestinians.

The Prime Minister warned of the dangerous consequences of the occupation authority's plan to
demolish and displace the residents of the village of al-Khan al-Ahmar, east of Jerusalem,
stressing that the Palestinian people will not allow this to happen and will stand against it until it
is defeated.

He demanded a clear and firm position from the world to prevent the demolition of al-Khan al-
Ahmar and to take the necessary measures to ensure that this racist expansionist project is not
implemented, stressing that what is required is to stop all unilateral measures practiced by Israel
that violate the signed agreements, international legitimacy and international law.

WAFA 30-1-2023
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Blinken appeals for calm in Jerusalem as tensions soar

Secretary of State Antony Blinken also addressed the Israeli government's widely criticized
judicial overhaul plan.

America’s top diplomat urged restraint as he landed in Israel following a spate of attacks that
have sowed fears of further escalation between Israelis and Palestinians.

Just hours before Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrived in Jerusalem to press for calm,
Israeli troops in the West Bank city of Hebron opened fire on a Palestinian who the military said
drove his vehicle into an Israeli soldier before he was shot dead.

It marked the latest episode of violence in a region gripped with tension. On Friday night, a
Palestinian gunman killed seven and injured several others outside a synagogue in East

YA



Jerusalem. The shooting rampage, which Israeli officials labeled an act of terrorism, was the
most lethal attack on civilians in the city in 15 years.

The attack in Jerusalem came a day after the Israeli military carried out a counterterrorism raid in
the flashpoint city of Jenin that left nine Palestinians dead, including an elderly woman. Militants
in the Gaza Strip fired several rockets in retaliation, and the Palestinian Authority, which
administers parts of the West Bank, announced it was cutting security cooperation with Israel.
Blinken flew from Cairo to Jerusalem as part of a regional tour that will also take him to
Ramallah for talks on Tuesday with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, where he is expected
to reiterate US support for a two-state solution and call for improved governance from the PA.
While in the Egyptian capital earlier on Monday, Blinken said he discussed ways to reduce
Palestinian-Israeli tensions and restore calm during his meetings with President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi and Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry. Cairo has mediated between Isracl and Palestinian
militants, including during the 11-day conflict that erupted in May 2021.

In remarks to the press from the tarmac of Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, Blinken said he
arrived at “a pivotal time” for Israel and it was “the responsibility of everyone to take steps to
calm tensions.”To take an innocent life in an act of terrorism is always a heinous crime,”
Blinken said, referring to the synagogue attack. “But to target people outside their place of
worship is especially shocking.”Also on the agenda for Blinken’s talks in Jerusalem were the
Abraham Accords, which under former President Donald Trump established diplomatic ties
between Israel and the United Arab Emirates, Morocco, Bahrain and Sudan. Following his
meeting with Blinken, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu touted the possibility of
reaching additional “breakthrough” normalization agreements as a means of reducing tensions
with the Palestinians. “Expanding the circle of peace, working to close the file on the Arab-
Israeli conflict, would achieve a workable solution with our Palestinian neighbors,” Netanyahu
said alongside Blinken.Netanyahu has made establishing ties with Saudi Arabia a legacy-
defining priority for his administration, but many analysts say that remains a distant prospect as
long as Saudi King Salman remains on the throne and figures in Israel’s new hard-line
government continue their combative approach to the Palestinians.

In his remarks, Blinken said that continuing to “build bridges in the region and beyond” would
help make Isracl more secure. But he added, “Those efforts are not a substitute for progress
between Israelis and Palestinians.” Blinken’s meetings with Netanyahu, Foreign Minister Eli
Cohen and President Isaac Herzog came a day after tens of thousands of Israelis took to the
streets of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and other cities for the fourth weekend in a row to protest the
ruling coalition’s planned judicial overhaul.

The proposed reforms would limit the Supreme Court’s ability to overrule laws passed by the
Knesset, which critics say would undermine the country’s delicate system of checks and
balances. Blinken made an oblique reference to the judicial shakeup plan and the protests when
he described the two countries’ shared “core democratic principles and institutions,” including
“respect for human rights, the equal administration of justice for all, the equal rights of minority
groups, the rule of law, free press [and] a robust civil society.”

“The vibrancy of Israel’s civil society has been on full display of late,” he added. Nimrod Novik,
a fellow at the Israel Policy Forum and former foreign policy adviser to late Israeli President
Shimon Peres, said he was pleasantly surprised by Blinken’s statement — the implied message
of which was “don't undermine the foundation of our relationship.”“The threats to Israeli
democracy were addressed quite impressively by the secretary, but the threat to security and to
regional stability was still confined to expressions of concern,” Novik said. “This is hardly
adequate, given the nature of the emerging new Israel."

Al Monitor 30-1-2023
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Diplomats, rights representatives visit al-Khan al-Ahmar targeted by
Israel with eradication
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Diplomats and representatives of human rights organizations today visited the village of al-Khan
al-Ahmar, east of Jerusalem, which is threatened by Israel with eradication.The visit, organized
by the Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories (B'Tselem), aims
at mobilizing international pressure to protect the al-Khan al-Ahmar community from Israeli
plans to demolish the homes and displace its Palestinian residents.B'Tselem briefed the
delegation on the condition of the residents of al-Khan al-Ahmar and the displacement plans they
face.For their part, the diplomats emphasized that what is happening in Palestine and al-Khan al-
Ahmar is a process to uproot the indigenous population and replace them with settlers, which is a
clear violation of international law, for which Israel must be held accountable.

They stressed their support for peace in the Middle East based on the two-state solution, the
establishment of an independent Palestinian state on the borders of June 4, 1967, and the
rejection of settlement activity.

The head of al-Khan al-Ahmar village council, Eid Khamis, told WAFA that the residents are
determined to remain in their village and to confront the Israeli occupation plans aimed at
displacing them in order to empty the area of any Palestinian presence as part of a plan to
separate the south of the West Bank from its center and to isolate occupied Jerusalem from the
rest of the West Bank.

About 200 Palestinians, more than half of them children, live under the threat of demolition of
their homes and displacement from their land and source of livelihood in al-Khan al-Ahmar
community, located 15 kilometers east of occupied Jerusalem.

WAFA 30-1-2023
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Israeli forces demolish structures near Jerusalem

Israeli forces Monday demolished a number of structures and levelled a plot of land in the
occupied city of Jerusalem, sources confirmed.

WAFA correspondent said that the Israeli bulldozers demolished a wall, a commercial structure
and levelled a plot of land owned by local resident Akram Shuqairat, in the East Jerusalem
neighborhood of Jabal al-Mukkaber.

Israeli bulldozers, additionally, demolished a wall owned by local residnet Kareem Abu Tayeh in
the town of Silwan, south of al-Agsa mosque.

Yesterday, Isracli police force accompanied by bulldozers stormed Jabal al-Mukabir
neighborhood before proceeding to demolish a two-storey home sheltering the families of Rateb
and Husam Matar, displacing the two families, including children and women.

Demolitions of Palestinian-owned homes across the occupied territories has seen a spike since
the swearing-in of the new far-right, fascist Israeli government of Benjamin Netanyahu, whose
members like Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich publicly advocate for the expulsion of
Palestinians and the demolitions of as many homes as possible to expedite the ethnic cleansing of
the Palestinian people.

Israel has begun to the process of demolishing 14 Palestinian houses in Jerusalem, implementing
the Israeli Cabinet's orders.

WAFA 30-1-2023
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Israeli settlers break into Jerusalem's Aqsa mosque

Dozens of Israeli settlers Monday broke into occupied Jerusalem's Aqsa Mosque under heavy
protection from the Israeli police, according to local sources.
The sources told WAFA that dozens of settlers raided the holy Islamic site from al-Maghariba

gate and went on provocatice tours and performed Talmudic rituals in its compounds.
WAFA 30-1-2023
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Jerusalemites plan general strike to protest Israeli demolition policy

Youth movement and Palestinian families in Occupied Jerusalem have called on Palestinian
citizens to go on a general strike in protest at the Israeli home demolition policy.
In a statement on Monday, the movement said that Jabal Al-Mukabir town will observe a general
strike on Tuesday in protest at the Israeli demolition policy practiced against Palestinian houses
in Jerusalem.
“We will not allow any further destruction of our houses or expulsion of our families,” the
movement stressed, adding that they will confront the Israeli bulldozers at all costs.
Around 800 Palestinian structures are facing the threat of demolition by the Israeli municipality
in favor of constructing 500 new illegal settlement units in addition to establishing shopping
centers, according to the Follow-up Committee in Jabal Al-Mukabir town.

The Palestinian Information Center 30-1-2023
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