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King meets US secretary of state, calls for end to war on Gaza
FM: War on Gaza not self-defense
Arab Leaders Call for Cease-Fire Amid Deadly Israeli Strikes
Palestinian Premier calls on the European Union to call for a
ceasefire and to provide aid to Gaza
Israel restricts Palestinians' access to Al-Aqsa Mosque for 4th
Friday in row
Palestinian human rights organizations: Intentionally targeting
the necessities of life in Gaza is a crime of genocide
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King meets US secretary of state, calls for end to war on Gaza

His Majesty King Abdullah, during a meeting with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken on
Saturday, called for an end to the war on Gaza and a humanitarian truce to ensure the sustainable
delivery of aid to the strip, and the unimpeded work of international humanitarian agencies.

At the meeting, attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II, His
Majesty called for stepping up international efforts to deliver food, water, medicine, and fuel to
Gaza without interruption, and support relief organisations working in the strip.

Noting that the only way to end the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is by working towards a political
horizon to achieve just and comprehensive peace on the basis of the two-state solution, the King
warned that military or security solutions will not succeed.

His Majesty reaffirmed Jordan’s ongoing support for the Palestinian people in gaining their
legitimate rights to establish a sovereign and independent Palestinian state on the 4 June 1967 lines
with East Jerusalem as its capital.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of His Majesty
Jafar Hassan, Jordan’s Ambassador to the US Dina Kawar, and US Ambassador to Jordan Yael
Lempert, as well as the secretary of state’s accompanying delegation attended the meeting.

Jordan News Agency 4-11-2023
sokok

FM: War on Gaza not self-defense

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, Ayman Safadi, rejected describing
the war on Gaza as self-defense.

Safadi added that in a joint press conference in Amman, along with Egyptian and US counterparts
Sameh Shukri and Antony Blinken, the Arab states focused on the importance of the ceasefire,
noting that humanitarian values and the concern to protect the peoples of the region from the
scourge of violence and war require continued joint action to end this catastrophe that exploded
on October 7th and deteriorated into the war launched by Israel against Gaza.

He said that the positions stressed the need to immediately deliver sufficient aid to the Gaza Strip
and stop the displacement of Palestinians.

Safadi stated that killing and war crimes must stop and Israel's immunization from international
law must end, pointing out that this war will not bring security to Israel and will not bring stability
to the region.

Safadi expressed his concern about the situation in the West Bank, where settlers are allowed to
kill innocent Palestinians.
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For his part, Blinken said that joint efforts are necessary to increase the flow of humanitarian aid
to the Gaza Strip, and he believed that reaching a ceasefire now will enable the Hamas movement
to gather its forces and repeat what it did on the seventh of October.

He referred to the need to protect Palestinian civilians, while at the same time his country supports
Israel's right to defend itself against the Hamas movement.

He pointed out that there are reasons to put a temporary cessation of military actions to deliver aid
and said, "We agreed with Israel on how to achieve this".

Shukri said, "The unfortunate killing events that we are witnessing in the Gaza Strip cannot be
justified, and we will not agree to enter into a useless controversy to justify the practices
condemned as self-defense."

Shukri called for an immediate ceasefire and for Israel to stop obstructing the entry of humanitarian
aid and ensure its safe and rapid delivery, adding: "The international community must reach a
ceasefire and prevent the continuation of violence."

Jordan News Agency 4-11-2023
sokok

Arab Leaders Call for Cease-Fire Amid Deadly Israeli Strikes

Arab leaders pressed U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken on the need for an immediate cease-
fire in Gaza as Israel's military struck a U.N. shelter and school, killing civilians.

In a day of diplomacy, the U.S. secretary met in Amman with his counterparts from Jordan, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, and Qatar, as well as the secretary-general of the
Palestine Liberation Organization's executive committee and Lebanon's caretaker Prime Minister
Najib Mikati.

Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi told reporters Saturday that although he condemned the
Hamas attacks of October 7 and that though "nobody in their right mind" would belittle the pain
felt by Israel that day, the war in Gaza could not be permitted to continue.

"The whole region is sinking in a sea of hatred that will define generations to come," Safadi said
after meeting with Blinken and Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry.

The Jordanian and Egyptian foreign ministers asked for an immediate cease-fire between Israel
and Hamas, but Blinken said that would be counterproductive. He indicated he could support a
pause to allow humanitarian supplies to be delivered and get civilians out of Gaza.

Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said that will happen only if Israeli hostages are
freed.

"It is our view now that a cease-fire would simply leave Hamas in place, able to regroup and repeat
what it did on October 7," Blinken said, in reference to Hamas' attack on southern Israel that
triggered the latest Gaza war. On Saturday, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said, "we
want to see Gaza as a peaceful region that is a part of an independent Palestinian state, in line with
1967 borders, with territorial integrity, and with East Jerusalem as its capital" according to
broadcaster Haberturk and others. Ankara said Saturday it was recalling its ambassador to Israel.
Israel recalled its envoys to Turkey last month after Erdogan described Hamas as freedom fighters
and does not view the group as a terrorist organization, unlike the United States, Britain and others
in the West.

A Palestinian news agency reported that 51 Palestinians were killed Saturday night when Israel
bombarded the Maghazi refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip. The Reuters news agency could
not independently verify the WAFA report. The Israeli military did not immediately respond to a
request for comment. Such strikes have leveled large areas of northern Gaza neighborhoods. About
300,000 of the area's residents are sheltering in U.N. facilities, one of which was hit Saturday,
killing at least 15 people and wounding dozens of others. The al-Fakhoura school in the Jabalia
district was housing thousands of evacuees when it was hit, Juliette Touma, director of
communications for UNRWA told Reuters. "I was standing here when three bombings happened,
I carried a body and another decapitated body with my own hands," a young boy said in video
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obtained by Reuters, crying in despair. "God will take my vengeance." Nearby, a resident
comforted a woman in shock.

The Health Ministry in Hamas-ruled Gaza says at least 231 people were killed in the past day,
bringing the death toll to at least 9,488 since the war began between Israel and the Palestinian
militants.

The armed wing of the Palestinian militant faction Hamas said Saturday that more than 60 hostages
were missing after Israeli airstrikes hit Gaza.

Abu Ubaida, the spokesperson for the Izz ad-Din al Qassam Brigades, said on Hamas' Telegram
channel that 23 bodies of the 60 missing Israeli hostages were trapped under the rubble.

Reuters could not immediately verify the statement. Protesters gathered Saturday outside
Netanyahu's residence, expressing their fury over the October 7 attack by Hamas gunmen.
Waving Israeli flags and chanting "Jail now!" a crowd in the hundreds pushed through police
barriers around his residence in Jerusalem.

The protest coincided with a poll showing more than three-quarters of Israelis believe Netanyahu
should resign. So far, he has not acknowledged personal responsibility for the attack in which more
than 1,400 people were killed and at least 240 were taken hostage.

Pro-Palestinian demonstrators staged protests in London, Berlin, Paris, Ankara, Istanbul and
Washington on Saturday to call for a cease-fire in Gaza and to castigate Israel after its military
intensified its attack against Hamas that have killed thousands of Palestinian civilians.

In the U.S., Representative Rashida Tlaib, the first Palestinian-American woman to serve in
Congress, has accused President Joe Biden of supporting "the genocide of the Palestinian people"
and warned of repercussions in next year's election.

In a video posted on social media platform X late Friday, the Democratic congresswoman from
Michigan repeated her calls for Biden to back a cease-fire.

The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment on her remarks.

In besieged Gaza, Israel opened a three-hour window for Palestinians to move south, but few if
any did. "We don't trust them," said Mohamed Abed, who sheltered with his wife and children on
the grounds of Shifa hospital, one of thousands of Palestinians seeking safety at medical centers
in the north.

Palestinians say the trickle of humanitarian aid coming through the southern Rafah crossing cannot
keep up with the needs of the population. A rising number of bakeries also have stopped operating
due to the fuel and water shortages as well as airstrike damage.

Wael Abu Omar, a spokesperson for the Rafah crossing, said that in recent days the trucks have
contaied far more body bags than canned food. He claimed that recently delivered biscuits had
expired and were inedible.

Lynn Hastings, a senior U.N. official based in Jerusalem, said she was aware of the reports of
expired food but could not independently confirm they were the World Food Program's food
shipments.

The WFP has warned that widespread food insecurity across Gaza was quickly becoming a crisis.
"There are a real threat of malnutrition and people starving," said Alia Zaki, a spokesperson for
the WFP. "There is some food that's still available, but people can't reach it.

The situation is catastrophic."

Roughly 1,100 people have left the Gaza Strip through the Rafah crossing since Wednesday under
an apparent agreement among the United States, Egypt, Israel and Qatar, which mediates with
Hamas.

Voice of America 4-11-2023
oskosk
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Palestinian Premier calls on the European Union to call for a ceasefire and to
provide aid to Gaza

Prime Minister Muhammad Shtayyeh called on the European Union to call for a ceasefire and the
occupation’s aggression against the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, and to allow the entry of relief,
medical and fuel aid and to restore electricity and water to the Strip. This came during his meeting
today, Saturday, in Ramallah, with the European Special Envoy for the Middle East Peace Process,
Sven Koopmans. Shtayyeh reiterated his rejection of the ongoing Israeli attempts to separate the
Gaza Strip from the West Bank, the latest of which is deducting the funds allocated to the Gaza
Strip from the clearance funds. He stressed that providing humanitarian and relief support to our
people is important, but what is more important is that there be a comprehensive and just political
solution to the Palestinian issue, by ending the occupation and embodying the establishment of a
Palestinian state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on the 1967 borders with Jerusalem as its capital.
Shtayyeh said: “Israel, in addition to its aggression against the Gaza Strip, is carrying out its
aggression against the West Bank and making it a killing field, where more than 340 martyrs have
risen since the beginning of the year, including more than 140 martyrs since the beginning of the
recent events at the hands of the occupation army and its settlers.”

Al Quds Newspaper 4-11-2023
%k

Israel restricts Palestinians' access to Al-Aqsa Mosque for 4th Friday in row

Mosque appeared empty due to Israeli restrictions; official tells Anadolu.

Israeli authorities barred Palestinians from entering the Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied East
Jerusalem for the fourth consecutive Friday. An official with the Waqf Department in Jerusalem
told Anadolu that Israeli police only allowed elderly Palestinians into the Al-Agsa Mosque. The
official, who preferred not to be named, added that the mosque appeared empty due to the Israeli
strict restrictions. Eyewitnesses told Anadolu that dozens of Palestinian Muslims were forced to
perform Fajr, or pre-dawn prayers, in the alleys leading to the Al-Agsa Mosque after being denied
entry by Israeli police. Since early Friday morning, Israeli forces have been heavily deployed
throughout occupied East Jerusalem, particularly in the Old City and the gates leading to the
mosque. The Israeli army has widened its air and ground attacks on the Gaza Strip, which has been
under relentless airstrikes since the surprise offensive by Hamas on Oct. 7. Nearly 10,800 people
have been killed in the conflict, including at least 9,227 Palestinians and more than 1,538 Israelis.

Anadolu Agency 3-11-2023
ok ok

Palestinian human rights organizations: Intentionally targeting the necessities
of life in Gaza is a crime of genocide

Palestinian human rights organizations have condemned, in the strongest terms, the Israeli
occupation forces’ deliberate targeting of hospitals, ambulances, and shelter centers, and the
systematic destruction of what remains of the necessities of life in the Gaza Strip, as part of the
crime of genocide, which is entering its twenty-ninth consecutive day, amid the inability of the
international community to put an end to it. military or even mitigate its effects.

The Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Al Mezan Center, and Al-Haq said in a joint statement:
They view with very serious seriousness the direction taken by the military attacks launched by
the occupation forces in recent hours, which clearly demonstrated Israel’s intention to destroy what
remains of the basics of survival throughout the Gaza Strip. With a focus on northern Gaza and
Gaza City, these are unprecedented crimes that devastate humanity.

It confirmed that the occupation forces deliberately bombed and targeted hospitals, the shelter
center, medical staff, and electricity generators, which exacerbates the catastrophic situation 29
days after the military attack on the Gaza Strip. It referred to the crimes of bombing the entrance
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to Al-Nasr Hospital and the electricity generator of Al-Wafa Hospital, after bombing the entrance
to Al-Shifa Medical Complex and targeting ambulances, and the vicinity of Al-Quds and
Indonesian Hospitals.

Human rights organizations expressed their concern about the Israeli bombing focusing on solar
energy projects and electricity generators supplying institutions or residents’ homes, especially in
Gaza City, by targeting the roofs of buildings and residential buildings, as well as above the Al
Amal Institute for Orphans and other civil institutions. It pointed out that the targeted places were
contributing to securing the minimum requirements for survival after the complete blackout of
electricity in the Strip, which indicates the occupation’s attempt to kill thousands, whether by
bombing or the lack of the necessities of life, such as food, water, and health, and to force those
who remain to be forcibly displaced along a specific path that it controls. Those forces are upon
him.

It also indicated that the occupation forces continue to commit mass murders, without any
prohibitions, and to destroy homes and shelter centers on the heads of their residents, most notably
in the last hours, the bombing by occupation aircraft on the morning of November 4, 2023, of Al-
Fakhoura School in northern Gaza, which houses thousands of displaced people. Which led to the
death and injury of at least 150 Palestinians. On the evening of November 3, 2023, occupation
aircraft also bombed the Osama Bin Zaid School yard in the middle of the Al-Saftawi
neighborhood in Jabalia, a shelter center where hundreds of residents took refuge. This resulted in
the death of 15 Palestinians, the injury of 54 others, and severe damage to the school. It stressed
that the ongoing crime of genocide requires immediate intervention to stop the military attack on
the Gaza Strip, reach a ceasefire, prevent any Israeli attempt to displace Palestinians, and put an
end to the grave violations committed by Israel.

It called for taking serious steps to hold Israel accountable for its crimes and to impose political
and economic sanctions. It stressed that this urgent international intervention must be accompanied
by the unimpeded entry of fuel and humanitarian aid, including water, food and medical supplies,
to be distributed throughout the entire Gaza Strip to mitigate the ongoing humanitarian catastrophe
resulting from Israel’s policy of collective punishment against the civilian population in Gaza.

It said: We affirm our position that these crimes and atrocities must end immediately and not be
repeated, and that the international community must ensure the dismantling of the Israeli settler-
colonial apartheid system.

Al Quds Newspaper 4-11-2023
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