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Jordan King says Jerusalem for Hashemite family a personal matter,
not a political one
Biden stands by Jerusalem status quo in meeting with Jordan king

Jordan condemns demolition of Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem
considering it a violation of international law
We are the closest to Palestine, says House speaker

President Abbas to participate in a conference at the Arab League to
support Jerusalem
Arab league condemns attack on 'Prison of Christ' site in Jerusalem

Qatar reiterates support for Hashemite Custodianship in Jerusalem

Latin patriarch of Jerusalem condemns acts of hate against
Christians
Hamas condemns Israel settler attack on Jerusalem church

Israeli police injure two women in Jerusalem
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Jordan King says Jerusalem for Hashemite family a personal matter, not
a political one

Jordan's King Abdullah II said, "Jerusalem for the Kingdom of Jordan and for his Hashemite
family has never been a political matter, but rather it is linked to them personally".

This came in the keynote address delivered by the King at the 71st National Prayer Breakfast in
Washington DC on Thursday."More than 100 years ago, we carried the Hashemite
Custodianship Trust over Islamic and Christian holy places in Jerusalem," he said, recalling the
martyrdom of his grandfather, Abdullah bin Al-Hussein I, on the threshold of the Al-Aqgsa
Mosque, and the survival of his late father, Al-Hussein, from that incident, and the impact of that
day on him which made him devote his entire life to working to achieve peace, "even during his
struggle with cancer".He pointed to "Jordan's continued insistence on working for peace,"
stressing that "there is always an opportunity for peace"."The truth is that the various peoples of
the Middle East have lived throughout their history in harmony for much longer periods than
they spent in rivalry," he said, referring to "spaces for constructive dialogue, such as the National
Prayer Breakfast, which brings together intellectual and political leaders of different religions
and beliefs, as one of the important initiatives to achieve this, by promoting mutual respect and
human dignity".On 26 October, 1994, Jordan and Israel signed the Wadi Araba Treaty.
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In March 2013, King Abdullah II and Palestinian Authority President, Mahmoud Abbas, signed
an agreement giving Jordan the right to "guardianship and defence of Jerusalem and Muslim and
Christian sanctities" in Palestine.

Middle East Monitor 2-2-2023
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Biden stands by Jerusalem status quo in meeting with Jordan king

The US president praised Jordan for its ‘crucial role’ as the custodian of Muslim holy places in
Jerusalem.United States President Joe Biden has underlined his support for the legal “status quo”
of Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in a meeting at the White House with Jordan’s King
Abdullah ILIn a private lunch with the king and Crown Prince Hussein on Thursday, Biden
referred to growing tensions around the site — venerated both by Muslims and Jews in Israeli-
occupied East Jerusalem — and reaffirmed “the critical need to preserve the historic status quo”.
Under a longstanding agreement, non-Muslims can visit the site at specific times but are not
allowed to pray there. Jordan was recognised as the custodian of the compound, which Jews refer
to as the Temple Mount.In recent years, a growing number of Jews, most of them Israeli
nationalists, have covertly prayed at the site, angering Palestinians.

That is despite a mainstream Jewish restriction on Jewish prayer in the compound.

In January, the national security minister in Israel’s new far-right government, Itamar Ben-
Gvir, entered the site, sparking a torrent of international condemnation, with Palestinians fearful
of any change in the long-term status of a location they regard as a national symbol.

Jordan, which runs the Waqf Department — the exclusive authority supervising holy sites in
Jerusalem — last month said the Jordanian ambassador had been prevented from entering the site.
Biden recognised Jordan’s “crucial role as the custodian of Muslim holy places in Jerusalem”,
the White House said in a statement, and reaffirmed the close friendship between the US and the
Hashemite Kingdom.He also reiterated his “strong support for a two-state solution” to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and thanked King Abdullah for “the role he and Jordan play as a force for
stability in the Middle East”.However, Biden did not express any serious criticism of the Israeli
position, despite what observers regard as the new far-right government’s increasingly hostile
policies towards Palestinians, and the escalating violence in the occupied West Bank.

Instead, media reports have said the US has put pressure on the Palestinian Authority to crack
down on Palestinian armed groups, with little emphasis on Israeli military raids, which have
killed at least 200 Palestinians in the last year.US commitment to IraqBiden also spoke by
phone on Thursday with Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani “to reaffirm US
commitment to Iraq”, the White House said.Biden hailed al-Sudani’s “efforts to strengthen Iraq’s
sovereignty and independence” and expressed support for the country’s “economic agenda and
plans to ensure that Iraq’s economy is delivering for the Iraqi people”.

Biden and al-Sudani stressed their commitment to keeping ISIL (ISIS) from being able to
“threaten the Iraqi people or regional and international security”.

King Abdullah also reiterated “Jordan’s support for Iraq, including through joint strategic
infrastructure projects”.

Al Jazeera 3-2-2023
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Jordan condemns demolition of Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem
considering it a violation of international law

The Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates today condemned Israeli occupation
authorities' demolition of Palestinian homes in occupied East Jerusalem and displacement of
their residents, as well as attacks against Christian presence in Jerusalem, the latest was the
attack today on Prison of Christ church in Jerusalem's Old City.The ministry warned in a
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statement against expelling Palestinians in Khan al-Ahmar community, east of Jerusalem, from
their homes, considering the displacement of people a flagrant violation of international
humanitarian law and relevant United Nations resolutions.It also stressed the need to stop all
unilateral measures that undermine the two-state solution and perpetuate Israel's occupation.

It said stopping the violence that perpetuates despair and fuels extremism requires halting the
dangerous deterioration in the Palestinian territories by joining efforts to restore confidence in a
feasible peace process, which comes by resuming serious and effective negotiations to achieve a
just and comprehensive peace based on the two-state solution so that all parties will enjoy
security and peace and leads to the establishment of the independent and sovereign Palestinian
state on the June 4, 1967 lines, with East Jerusalem as its capital.

WAFA 2-2-2023
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We are the closest to Palestine, says House speaker

Lower House Speaker Ahmad Safadi Saturday said, "We are the closest to Palestine, as the blood
of the martyrs of its [Jordan's] Arab army was mixed with its pure soil... We in Jordan have a
cause and are in direct contact with any final settlements, especially regarding Jerusalem and
refugees."Safadi made his comments during a celebration in Amman of the Department of
Palestinian Affairs on the birthday of King Abdullah II.Safadi said that the King's positions are
"solid" in support of the Palestinian cause in all international forums, the latest of which was his
intensive meetings with U.S. Administration senior officials and President Joe Biden.In the
meetings, the King urged action to stop the Israeli authorities' actions and make more efforts to
support the Palestinian people in establishing an independent state.He noted a parliamentary
delegation visit to Algiers, affirming the support of 54 Islamic parliaments for the Hashemite
Custodianship of Islamic and Christian holy sites in occupied Jerusalem.Safadi added that the
Algiers meetings emphasised the need to support the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees "UNRWA" to carry on its mandate.

Jordan News Agency 4-2-2023
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President Abbas to participate in a conference at the Arab League to

support Jerusalem
President Mahmoud Abbas is going to participate in a conference in support of Jerusalem, which
is scheduled to be held on the 12" of this month, at the headquarters of the Arab League, in the
Egyptian capital, Cairo, today said Palestine Ambassador in Cairo and its permanent
representative to the Arab League Diab al-Louh,He said in a statement that the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates and the League of Arab States have invited the leaders of
member states as well as a number of world figures and representatives of international
organizations, Arab funds, Arab development agencies, civil society organizations, and a number
of foreign diplomatic missions in Cairo to participate in the conference.He stressed that the high-
level international conference on Jerusalem had already been approved by the Arab League at the
level of foreign ministers in its 158th session, as well as the Arab Summit in Algeria, in its 31st
session, and that it was decided to hold it at this critical time, specifically in an attempt to
internationalize the issue of Jerusalem and support the steadfastness of its Palestinian residents,
and to place it on the agenda of joint Arab action, and unify the Arab position to confront the
Israeli occupation practices in light of the targeting of the city of Jerusalem and its Islamic and
Christian sanctities and its residents, as well as the increase in the pace of Judaization, foremost
of which is Al-Aqsa Mosque, especially after the formation of the far-right government that
wants to destroy the two-state solution, singling out the city of Jerusalem, and trying to isolate it
and obliterate its identity.He explained that the purpose of this international conference is to
discuss ways to support the steadfastness of the Palestinians in the Holy City in terms of
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development and investment by presenting a study for financing development and investment
projects proposed by the State of Palestine, which are estimated at between 25-30 projects in the
health, education, housing and empowerment of women sectors, and to submit a proposal to
establish an Arab voluntary fund in which member states, Arab funds, the private sector and
Arab development agencies contribute to support small and medium-sized enterprises in the city
of Jerusalem.Al-Louh said the program of the conference, held in partnership between the State
of Palestine and the League of Arab States, includes three tiers: political, which includes the
opening session and the political session, after which a press statement will be issued, followed
by legal and investment development in which two simultaneous sessions will be held to discuss
ways to empower the Palestinian citizen of Jerusalem, to support his steadfastness in the face of
Israeli violations aimed at displacing him, and ways to invest in the housing and tourism sectors
before concluding with the closing session and recommendations.He expressed hope that the
conference would culminate in the formation of a committee of Arab experts specialized in
international law to provide legal advice on cases violated by the Israeli occupation forces and
that this committee would meet periodically to discuss legal issues and violations in Jerusalem.

WAFA 4-2-2023
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Arab league condemns attack on 'Prison of Christ' site in Jerusalem
The Arab League Friday condemned extremist Jewish settlers' storming of the 'Prison of Christ'
site in occupied Jerusalem after they had vandalised it and attempted to set it on fire.
In a statement, Saeed Abu Ali, Assistant Secretary-General for Palestine and the Occupied Arab
Territories of the Arab League, held the Isracli authorities responsible for the incident and
violations against Islamic and Christian sanctities in occupied Palestine, especially Jerusalem.
Abu Ali urged the "necessity" of prosecuting the perpetrators of "terrorist" crimes, calling on
international institutions related to the application of international law and the protection of
religious places to break their silence that "encourages the occupation and its extremist settlers to
continue their incursions and attacks on Islamic and Christian sanctities in the occupied city of
Jerusalem."

Jordan News Agency 3-2-2023

Qatar reiterates support for Hashemite Custodianship in Jerusalem

Qatar's Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed Al Thani Friday reiterated Qatar's support for the
Hashemite Custodianship of Islamic and Christian holy sites in occupied Jerusalem.
This came during a meeting held by the Qatari minister last night with the US Undersecretary of
State for Political Affairs, Victoria Nuland, who is currently visiting Doha, according to the
Qatar News Agency.Al Thani and Nuland reviewed the bilateral cooperation and relations and
ways to support and develop them, especially in energy. They discussed regional and
international developments, especially the Palestinian issue, the latest developments in
Afghanistan and the Russian-Ukrainian crisis.During the meeting, the two sides stressed the
importance of creating a political climate for the Palestinian cause, returning to negotiations that
would guarantee a two-state solution by the 1967 borders and stopping settlements in the
occupied territories.

Jordan News Agency 3-2-2023
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Latin patriarch of Jerusalem condemns acts of hate against Christians

Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa says 5 incidents reported against Christian sites in last few
weeks.The Latin patriarch of Jerusalem, Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, on Friday
condemned sabotage against Christian sites in occupied East Jerusalem. Pizzaballa said a Jewish
American broke into the Church of the Flagellation on the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem's Old City
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and vandalized a statue of Jesus.He also said the incident was the fifth in just a few weeks and
last week a group of tourists was attacked by a Jewish group who turned the area into what looks
like a battlefield."Two weeks ago, a Christian cemetery in Jerusalem was vandalized, and
writings calling for death to Christians were written on the walls of one of the monasteries in the
Armenian quarter,”" said Pizzaballa."We are following with serious concern, and we strongly
condemn this increasing acts of hate and violence against the Christian community in Israel," he
added.Israeli authorities have yet to comment on Pizzaballa's statement.Church leaders have

repeatedly urged Israeli authorities to put an end to the "hate crimes" attacks.
Anadolu Agency 4-2-2023
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Hamas condemns Israel settler attack on Jerusalem church

Hamas yesterday strongly condemned the storming of the Prison of Christ Chapel and the acts of
vandalism by a group of Zionist settlers in occupied Jerusalem's Old City.In a press release
Hamas described the settlers' attack on the church as a "fascist and racist demeanour that
contradicts international law and religious values."The Palestinian movement stressed that the
attack is part of "Israeli crimes against Palestinian holy places, historic churches, and
cemeteries," adding that such crimes "aimed to Judaise the city and change its Arab and
Palestinian features."The movement renewed its call to the international community and human
rights bodies and institutions to "work towards holding the Israeli settlers accountable for their

crimes and violations at international courts."
Middle East Monitor 3-2-2023
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Israeli police injure two women in Jerusalem
Two women were injured and a father and his son were arrested tonight in an Israeli police raid
on the African Quarter in the old city of Jerusalem, according to local sources.
Witnesses told WAFA that Israeli police raided the African Quarter and fired stun grenades at
homes in the quarter, injuring two women from the shrapnel of the grenades.A father, Ahmad al-

Qadji, and his son, Mohammad, were arrested by the Israeli police during the raid.
WAFA 4-2-2023
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