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President Abbas attends Sth UN Conference on the Least Developed
Countries (LDC5)

At the UNHRC, Arab countries, High Commissioner condemn Israeli
escalation against Palestinians

Thousands of Americans sign petition demanding that racist Israeli
cabinet minister Smotrich be denied a visa

UN Guterres: The Palestinians are living in hell as a result of
occupation

Six European countries condemn indiscriminate violence by Israeli
settlers against Palestinians

For 9th week, tens of thousands of anti-Netanyahu protesters
demonstrate in Tel Aviv
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President Abbas attends Sth UN Conference on the Least Developed
Countries (LDC5)
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DOHA, Sunday, March 5, 2023 (WAFA) — With the participation of President Mahmoud Abbas,

the 5th UN Conference on Least Developed Countries (LDCS5) kick-started today in the Qatari

capital of Doha, and is scheduled to last from 5 to 9 March 2023.

Over the next five days in Doha, government leaders and other stakeholders are set to assess the

implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action, and mobilize additional international

support and action for the world’s 46 least developed countries, the UN said.

President Abbas is scheduled to deliver a speech before the conference in which he will address

the escalation of crimes committed by the Israeli occupation and settlers against our people, as

well as the continued impunity of Israel, the occupying state, from accountability.

The UN Secretary-General is also due to address the conference and has already highlighted the

importance of supporting LDCs.

The conference aims to mobilize international community’s commitments to overcome structural

challenges, eradicate poverty, achieve internationally agreed development goals.

The LDC Summit is normally held every 10 years but has twice been postponed since 2021

because of the coronavirus pandemic.
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/LastNews?pageNumber=2
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At the UNHRC, Arab countries, High Commissioner condemn Israeli
escalation against Palestinians

GENEVA, Saturday, March 4, 2023 (WAFA) — The Arab countries represented at the United
Nations Human Rights Council and the High Commission for Human Rights Volker Turk
yesterday condemned the escalation in Israeli violence against the Palestinians in the occupied
territories and called for an end to the Israeli occupation.

In a speech delivered before the 52nd Human Rights Council on behalf of the Arab countries,
the Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to the United Nations Office in
Geneva, Hend Al Muftah, said that the Israeli occupation government has committed grave
violations, war crimes, crimes against humanity and apartheid against the Palestinians, and it
continues to enact discriminatory laws and arbitrary declarations for the expansion of illegal
colonial settlements in occupied Palestine in flagrant violation of international laws.

She emphasized that since the beginning of this year, Israel has killed 68 Palestinians, arrested
no less than 1,000 Palestinians, demolished 58 homes, and its settlers have committed more than
330 terrorist attacks, as part of a systematic policy to harm the Palestinians.

She expressed deep concern about the continuing portrayal of equal obligations between Israel,
the occupying power, and the occupied state in international reports, calling on the international
community to assume its responsibilities, take all necessary measures for accountability and
justice in the face of these violations, and end the racist Israeli occupation.

The Arab countries also condemned the Israeli government's refusal to cooperate with the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Human Rights Council.

Speaking earlier before Council on the situation in the occupied Palestinian territories, the High
Commissioner for Human Rights VolkerTiirk described the situation in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory as a tragedy and stressed that the only way to end this tragedy is to end the occupation.
“A tragedy, above all, for the Palestinian people. Over half a century of occupation has led to
widening dispossession, deepening deprivation and recurring and severe violations of their
rights, including the right to life. Nobody could wish to live this way — or imagine that forcing
people into conditions of such desperation can lead to an enduring solution,” he said.

Turk said that 2022 saw the highest number of Palestinians killed by Israeli occupation forces in
the past 17 years and that this death toll has further, and sharply, deteriorated in the first weeks of
2023.
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He said that lethal force has been frequently employed by the Israeli forces, regardless of the
level of threat — and, at times, even as an initial measure, rather than as last resort, adding that his
office has also documented several cases of apparent extrajudicial, targeted killings of
Palestinians by members of the Israeli forces.

“Collective punishments, which are prohibited by international law, are increasingly imposed on
Palestinians by Israel. The blockade of Gaza, which restricts 2 million people to that territory,
has been in effect for 16 years,” he said.

“Currently, 967 Palestinians are being held in what is termed administrative detention, in which
people are arbitrarily detained for often lengthy periods without charge or trial. This is the
highest number in 15 years.”

He added: “More than 270 Israeli settlements encroach on and fragment Palestine. The
Separation Wall divides thousands of Palestinians from each other and their lands. It constitutes
a major obstacle to their freedom of movement —— including impairing access to health care,
schools and employment — and it imposes a suffocating straitjacket on their lives.”

Turk stressed that for the violence and tragedy in Palestine to end, “the occupation must end.”

*hk

Thousands of Americans sign petition demanding that racist Israeli cabinet
minister Smotrich be denied a visa

WASHINGTON, Saturday, March 4, 2023 (WAFA) - More than 5,000 Americans have signed a
petition calling for the fascist Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich to be banned from
entering the United States and to cancel his entry visa.

In a letter to US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, the petition, organized by Adalah Justice
Project, said the United States must ban the travel of Smotrich to the US in March “because of
his statements that call for violence and atrocities against the Palestinian people.”

On February 26, Israeli settlers stormed and attacked the Palestinian villages of Hawara, Burin,
Zaatara, and Asira al-Qabaliyya. The armed settlers burned and damaged houses, vehicles and
shops, injured hundreds of civilians and shot and killed Sameh Aqtash in his home in Zaatara.
Smotrich told Israeli television after the settlers’ pogrom that the village of Hawara “should be
wiped out.”

“This is a clear call for genocide,” said the petition to Secretary Blinken.

“We call on you to do more than condemn Smotrich’s statements, but to also take away his
platform in the United States to continue to spread hatred and fundraise for his anti-Palestinian
agenda.”

Last week, State Department Spokesperson Ned Price described Smotrich's remarks as
"irresponsible, repugnant and disgusting," and said the United States expects Netanyahu to
publicly reject Smotrich's "incitement to violence."

Reports from Washington said that Smotrich’s trip to the US, which comes at the invitation of
Israel Bond and which will start on March 12, is still on as scheduled but will not include
meetings with US officials, including his counterpart the Treasury Secretary, as confirmed by the
US National Security Council spokeswoman.

Meanwhile, the international wave of condemnation of Smotrich’s statement continued with
Kuwait and the Union of News Agencies of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

Member States also condemning the Israeli cabinet minister’s statement.
%k

UN Guterres: The Palestinians are living in hell as a result of occupation

RAMALLAH, Saturday, March 3, 2023 (WAFA) — Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Antonio Guterres, confirmed yesterday in an interview with Al-Jazeera that there is no
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alternative to the two-state solution, confirming that the Palestinians are suffering and “living in
hell” under prolonged Israeli occupation.

Commenting on the recent escalation of Israeli aggression in the occupied Palestinian territories,
Guterres said that he is following with great concern the situation in the town of Huwwara,
stressing that the Palestinian people are suffering a lot at present, and that life in the Gaza Strip
in many aspects is "a life of hell."

He added that the international community must move strongly to ensure that international law is
respected, but he acknowledged that the international community is not able to implement United
Nations resolutions, which he said highlights the need for reforms in international governance.
Guterres refused that his organization is practicing double standards regarding the Palestinian

issue compared to what it is doing with Ukraine.
L

Six European countries condemn indiscriminate violence by Israeli settlers
against Palestinians

RAMALLAH, Saturday, March 3, 2023 (WAFA) — Six European countries expressed today
their “grave concern” over indiscriminate violence by Israeli settlers against Palestinian civilians,
including the destruction of homes and properties.

In a joint statement, France, France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Spain, and the UK said: “Those
responsible must face full accountability and legal prosecution. All unilateral actions that
threaten peace and incitement to violence must cease.”

They also emphasized that a just and lasting peace for all is the only desirable solution to the
Israeli-Palestine dispute. “In this regard, we also reiterate our strong opposition to all unilateral
measures that undermine the two-state solution, including expansion of settlements which are
illegal under international law.”

The six countries called on the Israeli government to reverse its recent decision to advance the
building of over 7,000 settlement building units in the occupied West Bank and to legalize

settlement outposts.
*k%

For 9th week, tens of thousands of anti-Netanyahu protesters demonstrate in
Tel Aviv

TEL AVIV, Saturday, March 4, 2023 (WAFA) — Hundreds of thousands of Israelis demonstrated
for the ninth week in a row tonight in Tel Aviv and in at least 20 other locations against judicial
overhaul plans by Benjamin Netanyahu's far-right government that critics say will undermine the
judiciary.

In Tel Aviv, tens of thousands participated in the central demonstration at Kaplan Street. The
demonstrators waved banners, some of which read, "Oh police, where were when they [settlers]
burned Huwara?," in reference to the terrorist pogrom carried out by Israeli settlers last week in
the town of Huwara, south of Nablus.

Demonstrators also held a banner bearing the images of the hard-right Israeli Minister of
National Security Itamar Ben Gvir and Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, and behind it a
picture of the town of Huwara burning at the hands of settlers. The banner had Hebrew writing
that read, "Yesterday in Huwara...tomorrow in Israel," indicating that Netanyahu's far-right
government, which includes ministers like Ben Gvir and Smotrich, will burn Israel with its
policies toward the Palestinians.
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In Haifa, the number of demonstrators was significantly higher than previous weeks, with nearly
35,000 demonstrators demanding Netanyahu to step down. They also waved banners with
slogans written in Hebrew, English and Arabic, including: "Palestinian lives matter", "A people
occupying another people cannot be free,” “It is time to overthrow the dictator,” “The
government of shame,” and “Apartheid does not stop at the Green Line.”
In addition, about 12,000 people demonstrated in Netanya, while more than 10,000 demonstrated
in Herzliya, 3,000 in Beersheba, and thousands in several areas, including Modi'in, Rishon
Letzion, Yavne, and Ra'anana.
Netanyahu’s judicial overhaul plans have drawn fierce opposition from leftist groups, raising
concerns among business leaders, widening already deep political divisions in Israeli society.
Netanyahu has downplayed the protests as a refusal by leftist opponents to accept the results of
the last election, which produced one of the most right-wing governments in Israel's history.
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