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Arab Americans, civil liberties groups challenginganti-BDS bill in US
Congress

WASHINGTON, Tuesday, January 8, 2019 (WAFA) - Treerican-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee (ADC) and American civil liberties orgaaiions are leading a campaign to block a
bill in the US Congress aimed at fighting boycdttsvael led by the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) movement.
Republican Senators Marco Rubio, James Risch, Gargner, and Mitch McConnell proposed
the Senate's first 2019 bill, S.B.1, "Strengthermmgerica’s Security in the Middle East Act of
2019."
According to ADC, S.B.1 shields Israel for its omgphuman rights violations against the
Palestinian people and calls to punish those thgage in boycotting Israel for violating
international law and human rights.
S.B.1 adopts the unconstitutional language fromagerRubio's Combating BDS Act, said
ADC. Specifically, it calls for the denial of govenent contracts to those that boycott Israel to
protect Palestinian human rights.
ADC called on members to send an email to theiafes to tell them to vote no on S.B.1 and to
defend fundamental freedoms that are guarantetakibS Constitution.
“Boycotts are a long-held tool used in the US thiewee civil rights and justice. It is the duty of
all members of congress to uphold the rule of lad protect the First Amendment,” it said,
stressing immediate action since S.B.1 is beingéitpd through Senate procedures and may
bypass the committee process.
The Institute for Middle East Understanding (IME@)Washington based group, said the bill
would also codify into law $38 billion in defensssistance for Israel over 10 years and protect
states and local governments that pass laws puagighdividuals and companies who endorse
the boycott, divestment and sanctions of Israel.
Both US Senator Bernie Sanders and newly electedji@sswoman Rashida Tlaib, the first
Palestinian-American to become member of Conghesg taken to twitter, condemning the
decision to introduce the bill and reminding lawmiskthat boycotts are constitutionally
protected.
“They forgot what country they represent. Thishis U.S. where boycotting is a right & part of
our historical fight for freedom & equality. Maylaerefresher on our U.S. Constitution is in
order,” wrote Tlaib.
The bill is a top legislative priority for AIPAChe Israeli lobby in Washington, and part of a
larger legislative crackdown across the countryh\26 states passing similar laws, said IMEU.
Following legal challenges by the ACLU, the Americaivil Liberties Union, anti-boycott state
laws in Arizona and Kansas have successfully bésrked by Federal Courts in the past year.
In December, the Senate also attempted to slipexdéIsrael Anti-Boycott Act into an end-of-
year Congressional spending bill. A coalition ofrenthan 100 grassroots organizations also sent
a memo to Congress urging members to oppose itbillhgas condemned by Sens. Bernie
Sanders and Dianne Feinstein, along with the AChd @ther civil liberties groups.

WAFA January 8, 2019
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Why Brazil should shun the Israeli model

Ramzy Baroud

Newly-inaugurated Brazilian President Jair Bolsonarset to be the arch-enemy of the
environment and of indigenous and disadvantagedwamties in his country. He also promises
to be a friend of like-minded, far-right leaders tlorld over.

It is, therefore, not surprising to see a spediad lof friendship blossoming between Bolsonaro
and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

“We need good brothers like Netanyahu,” Bolsonaid sn January 1, the day of his
inauguration in Brasilia.

Bolsonaro is a “great ally [and] a brother”, Netahy replied.

But, while Bolsonaro sees in Netanyahu a role mddereasons that should worry many
Brazilians, the country certainly does not needthers” like the Israeli leader.

Netanyahu’s militancy, oppression of the indigenBatestinian people, his racially-

motivated targeting of black African immigrants dmd persistent violations of international law
are not at all what a country like Brazil needgs$oape corruption, bring about communal
harmony and usher in an era of regional integradith economic prosperity.

Netanyahu, of course, was keen on attending Botetsgauguration, which is likely to go
down in Brazilian history as an infamous day, wh#geocracy and human rights came under
their most serious threat since Brazil launcheddésocratic transition in the early 1980s.

In recent years, Brazil has emerged as a sensilenal power that defended Palestinian human
rights and championed the integration of the “Stditealestine” into the larger international
community.

Frustrated by Brazil's record on Palestine andelsfdetanyahu, a shrewd politician, saw an
opportunity in the populist discourse parroted lmysBnaro during his campaign.

The new Brazilian president wants to reverse Bsafokeign policy on Palestine and Israel, the
same way he wants to reverse all the policies®phedecessors regarding indigenous rights and
the protection of the rainforest, among other pngssatters.

What is truly worrying is that, Bolsonaro, who Heeen likened to US President Donald Trump,
least because of his vow to “make Brazil greatragas likely to keep his promises. Indeed,
only hours after his inauguration, he issued arcatkee order targeting land rights of indigenous
peoples in Brazil, to the delight of the agricudtluobbies, which are eager to cut down much of
the country’s forests.

Confiscating indigenous peoples’ territories, assBoaro plans to do, is something that
Netanyahu, his government and their predecessoesdune without remorse for many years.
Yes, it is clear that the claim of “brotherhood’biased on very solid ground.

But there are other dimensions to the love affainieen both leaders. Much work has been
invested in turning Brazil from having an arguaptg-Palestinian government, to a Trump-like
foreign policy.

In his campaign, Bolsonaro reached out to conseesablitical groups, the never truly tamed
military and Evangelical churches, all with powéthbbies, sinister agendas and unmistakable
influence. Such groups have historically, not anlsouth America, but in the United States and
other countries as well, conditioned their politisapport for any candidate on the unconditional
and blind support of Israel.

This is how the US has become the main benefagtdsifael, and that is precisely how Tel Aviv
aims to conquer new political grounds.

The Western world, in particular, is turning towsafdr-right demagogues for simple answers to
complicated and convoluted problems. Brazil, thaokBolsonaro and his supporters, is now
joining the disturbing trend.
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Israel is unabashedly exploiting the unmitigatee f global neo-fascism and populism. Worse,
the once perceived to be anti-Semitic trends avewlbolly embraced by the “Jewish state”,
which is seeking to broaden its political influermé also its weapons market.

Politically, far-right parties understand that imer for Israel to help them whitewash their past
and present sins, they would have to submit coralyléd Israel’s agenda in the Middle East.
And that is precisely what is taking place from Wagton, to Rome to Budapest to Vienna.
And, as of late, Brasilia.

But another, perhaps more compelling reason, issymdsrael has much to offer by way of its
destructive war and “security” technology, a masgvoduct line that has been used with lethal
conseqguences against Palestinians.

The border control industry is thriving in the USdeEurope. In both cases, Israel is serving the
task of the successful role model and the techyadogplier. And Israeli “security” technology,
thanks to the newfound sympathy for Israel’s altegecurity problems, is now invading
European borders as well.

According to the Israeli Ynetnews, Israel is theesgh largest arms exporter in the world, and
is emerging as a leader in the global export ahhdrones.

Europe’s excitement for Israel’s drone technolagyeiated to mostly unfounded fears of
migrants and refugees. In the case of Brazil, lsdmenes technology will be put to fight against
criminal gangs and other internal reasons.

For the record, Israeli drones, manufactured byt Biystems, have been purchased and used by
the former Brazilian government just before theAWorld Cup in 2014.

What makes future deals between both countries alareing is the sudden affinity of far-right
politicians in both countries. Expectedly, Bolsanand Netanyahu discussed the drones at
length during the latter’s visit to Brazil.

Israel has used extreme violence to counter Palastdemands for human rights, including
lethal violence against ongoing peaceful protestseafence separating besieged Gaza from
Israel. If Bolsonaro thinks that he will succeskfuounter local crimes through unhinged
violence, as opposed to addressing social and etonoequality and unfair distribution of
wealth in his country, then he can only expectdacerbate an already horrific death toll.

Israeli security obsessions should not be dupliatet in Brazil nor anywhere else, and
Brazilians, many of whom rightly worry about thatst of democracy in their country, should
not succumb to the Israeli militant mindset, whigs wrought no peace, but much violence.
Israel exports wars to its neighbours, and warreldgy to the rest of the world. As many
countries are plagued by conflict, often resulfiregn massive income inequalities, Israel should
not be seen as the model to follow, but ratheetteample to avoid.

Ramzy Baroud is a journalist, author and editdPaliestine Chronicle. His latest book is “The

Last Earth: A Palestinian Story” (Pluto Press, Lamd2018)
Jordan Times Jan 08,2019
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US ultimate deal shelved again

Hasan Abu Nimah

Once again, the so-called “ultimate deal”, US Riesi Donald Trump's long awaited plan for
settling the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, has bdetayed. The postponement was just announced
by the US ambassador to Tel Aviv.

Since Trump first mentioned the deal more thanyears ago, there have been repeated
declarations of its imminent official announcemdirtiis has never materialised. Only a couple
of months ago, promises from Washington to lauhehplan in the early part of 2019 were
renewed, unless, it was warned, the Israeli govermimwould decide on early elections.

The Israeli government did, indeed, decide to ajedor new elections in late spring this year.
Therefore, the deal had to be postponed, not amiythe Israeli elections were completed, but
also until a post-election Israeli government wasiied and sworn in. This may indicate early
summer. By then, only God knows what the fast-sigfsituation in the region is going to look
like.

Right from the very early days of the age of tlddiional US peace initiative, | repeatedly
argued on this page that the so-called deal woaNe mo future. | did not foresee any chance of
success for such renewed US effort. My doubts Wfetker reinforced when parts of the deal
started to leak. The same doubts were solidly eeted when the US decided, most likely as
part of the plan, to recognise Jerusalem as thigatap Israel and to move its embassy there.
This was followed by the Israeli Knesset's decidimdeclare Palestine, which now includes
Israel, as the land of the Jews, to exclude Palastrights, existence and presence in the same
land, their own land, at any time: past, presedtfature.

Other measures, obviously part of the ultimate dsakell, included the abolition of UNRWA,
the UN agency that has, for the past seven dechdesn,offering services and basic living needs
for more than 5 million Palestinian refugees, ia llope that such a step would also abolish the
Palestine refugee issue and the internationallygised "right of return”.

When | first expressed my deep belief that the deaild not see the light, | based my
conviction on the largely known fact that the USuldbnot formulate any ideas for such a peace
settlement without Israel’s full endorsement ofrgvangle letter of it; which means Israel would
not endorse anything that would consider the banenmum of Palestinian legitimate rights. This
has been the case since peace plans started toplevare than five decades ago. If there were
chances for compromise in the past, they certalalypot exist under the current US
administration, which seems, as the Jared Kushpe#ase team clearly proves, to be totally
under Israel’s direction and tight control.

If, as we have recently been informed, the dealalm®st complete and ready for presentation
to the concerned parties, “with or without Paldatinparticipation”, it would be right to assume
that the ultimate deal draft was approved by Isi@mhilarly, and according to this same
concept, repeated postponements would have alsodpgeoved or even advised by Israel,
which sounds ironic. Why would Israel want to dedaglan of its own making, serving its best
interests?

Simple. Just as with many previous cases, sudheat3-year old Quartet Road Map, which was
approved by Israel initially but sabotaged aftedgarand also the Oslo Accords with the
Palestinians, to cite just two examples.

Israel does not always declare all of its hiddentteial and political ambitions, knowing that
such disclosures may sound excessive, even tooiss loyal allies. This is why Israeli leaders go
along, though strictly verbally and deliberatelygualy, with formulas such as the two-state
solution.
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Most likely, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netaaty’s government seems to be pleased with
the parts of the deal that have already been imgisa without agreement. An agreement that
may put a stopgap on Israel’'s undeclared demangistmot be that desirable. Reports from
Washington have indicated that the content of theate deal may please neither the Israelis
nor the Palestinians. That it may not please thesBaians is obvious and well-known, but why
it should not please the Israelis is the hard gqoesparticularly if Israel was consulted about the
content beforehand and went along with it.
Israel may have accepted some symbolic Americapgsals in favour of the Palestinian side to
make the deal seemingly reasonable, but only bedauesel knows the other side would anyway
reject it altogether.
Any careful examination of the sequence of develapiin the last two years would come to
the inevitable conclusion that Israel is constantiyilling to consider any final settlement, even
this historic deal President Trump is trying to levpent. | am not saying that the deal, as we
believe it is, would be possible even if Israelgerly accepted it.

Jordan Times Jan 08,2019
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Settlers uproot and chop olive trees in south of W& Bank

HEBRON, Tuesday, January 08, 2019 (WAFA) — Israettlers Tuesday uprooted and chopped
30 olive trees to the east of Yatta, south of iheaf Hebron in the south of the occupied West
Bank, according to Rateb Jabour, a local activist.
He told WAFA that settlers from the illegal Israséittiements of Maon and Havat Ma'on
uprooted and chopped the olive trees belongingadabie family, noting that the trees were
there for over 30 years.
He said that uprooting olive trees has been freguethat area as part of a plan by the settlers to
make life difficult for the Palestinians in orderdget them to leave it and expand their
settlements built illegally on Palestinian lands.
Olive harvest is a main source of income for tlamas of Palestinian families in the occupied
West Bank.

WAFA January 08, 2019
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