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e Arab countries blast Israeli minister’s storming of Al-Aqsa complex
in Jerusalem

e Turkey, Saudi Arabia Condemn Ben-Gvir’s Storming of Al-Aqsa
Mosque

e UAE condemns Israeli minister's storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque

e Palestinians decry Israeli gov’t meeting inside Al-Buraq Wall
tunnels of Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa

e Israeli far-right security minister enters Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa
complex

e Including Three Children, Army Abducts Four Palestinians In
Jerusalem
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Arab countries blast Israeli minister’s storming of Al-Aqsa complex in
Jerusalem
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Itamar Ben-Gvir forced his way into Al-Agsa complex on Sunday.

Jordan, Qatar, and Egypt on Sunday condemned Israeli National Security Minister Itamar Ben-
Gvir’s storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque complex in occupied East Jerusalem.

The far-right minister had forced his way into the flashpoint site early Sunday under Israeli
police protection, in the second such tour since he joined the government of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu late last year.

While inside the site, Ben-Gvir claimed Israel's ownership of the complex in a video message
from the mosque's courtyard.

The Jordanian Foreign Ministry termed Ben-Gvir’s intrusion into Al-Agsa complex as a
“dangerous escalation”.

This is "a provocative step that is condemned, and a dangerous and unacceptable escalation,"
ministry spokesman Sinan Majali said in a statement.

He said the intrusion “represents a flagrant violation of international law, and of the historical
and legal status quo in Jerusalem and its holy sites.”

The status quo allows Muslims to worship at the Al-Aqsa complex and followers of other
religions to visit the site.

“The continued breaches and attacks on Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, coupled
with the unilateral measures of settlement expansion and the ongoing Israeli raids, may lead to
further escalation,” Majali warned.

He called on the international community to take swift and decisive action to put an end to these
practices.

The spokesman called on Israel, the occupying power, to immediately stop all practices and
violations in the Al-Agsa Mosque, and all measures aimed at changing the existing historical and
legal status quo at the holy site.

Qatar also condemned the Israeli minister’s storming the holy site.

“The attempts to harm the religious and historical status of Al-Agsa Mosque are not only an
attack on the Palestinians, but also on millions of Muslims around the world,” the Qatar Foreign
Ministry said in a statement.

It held Israel “solely responsible" for any eruption of violence as a result "from the reoccurring
violations and storming of the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque and the systematic escalatory policy
against the Palestinian people, their land, and their Islamic and Christian sanctities."

Egypt also blasted Ben-Gvir's intrusion into the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound as a "provocative
behavior."

"Such provocative behavior is inconsistent with the wisdom and responsibility of officials," the
Egyptian Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

It called on Israel to immediately stop the escalating practices that fuel tensions in the Palestinian
territories.

Since 2003, Israel has allowed settlers into the flashpoint compound almost on a daily basis with
the exception of Fridays and Saturdays.

For Muslims, Al-Agsa represents Islam’s third-holiest site. Jews call the area the Temple Mount,
saying it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Aqgsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It
annexed the entire city in 1980 in a move never recognized by the international community.

Anadolu Agency 21-5-2023
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Turkey, Saudi Arabia Condemn Ben-Gvir’s Storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque

Turkey and Saudi Arabia expressed strong condemnation of Itamar Ben-Gvir’s storming of Al-
Agsa Mosque under the protection of Israeli occupation forces IOF on Sunday, May 21, 2023.
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The Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that Ben-Gvir’s storming of Al-Aqgsa poses a
flagrant violation of International law.“We call on Israel to act responsibly to prevent such
provocations that will violate the historical status of Al-Haram Al-Sharif,” the Turkish foreign
ministry said in a statement.Meanwhile, a statement by Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs decried Israel’s minister raid of Al-Agsa Mosque, holding Israel fully responsible for the
consequences of this provocative step.Saudi Foreign Ministry confirmed that these systematic
practices are a flagrant violation of all international norms and covenants, as well as a
provocation to the feelings of Muslims around the world.Itamar Ben-Gvir, Israel’s security
minister, invaded the courtyards of Al-Agsa Mosque along with dozens of Israeli settlers,
triggering Palestinian and Muslim anger.Palestinian media sources reported that 469 Israeli
settlers invade Al-Agsa Mosque under the protection of Israeli occupation forces earlier on
Sunday.Jordan, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia also condemned a provocative raid by Ben Gvir on Al-
Agsa Mosque, calling for Israel to stop such provocative actions.Israeli settlers carry out semi-
daily incursions into the blessed Mosque in Jerusalem and provocatively perform Talmudic
rituals under the protection of Israeli occupation forces.Meanwhile, Palestinians in occupied
Jerusalem continue their calls to mobilize at Al-Aqsa to confront the Israeli settlers’ calls for
mass raids in Al-Agsa.In April 2023, nearly 5054 Israeli settlers invaded the courtyards of Al-
Agsa mosque and performed provocative Talmudic rituals at its courtyards.

Days of Palestine 21-5-2023
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UAE condemns Israeli minister's storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque

The United Arab Emirates today condemned Israeli minister Itamar Bin Gvir's storming of Al-
Agsa Mosque under the protection of the Israeli police.

In a statement issued today, the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
affirmed the UAE's firm position on the need to provide full protection for Al-Agsa Mosque, and
to stop dangerous and provocative violations in it.

It stressed the importance of supporting all regional and international efforts to advance the
peace process in the Middle East, as well as putting an end to illegal practices that threaten
reaching a two-state solution and establishing an independent Palestinian state on the 1967
borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.

WAFA 21-5-2023
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Palestinians decry Israeli gov’t meeting inside Al-Buraq Wall tunnels of
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqgsa

Al-Buraq Wall is western portion of East Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa Mosque complex.

Palestinians on Sunday condemned an Israeli government meeting inside the Western Wall [Al-
Buraq Wall] tunnels of Al-Aqsa Mosque complex in occupied East Jerusalem.

Early on Sunday, the government headed by Benjamin Netanyahu held its weekly meeting inside
one of the tunnels to mark the anniversary of Israel’s occupation of East Jerusalem in 1967.

The Palestinian Authority warned that the Israeli move would embolden further settlement
projects on the expense of the Palestinian presence in Jerusalem.

"The Israeli occupation government is seeking to reinforce its sovereignty in East Jerusalem, and
to present a false narrative at the expense of the historical reality of the region, whose roots are
Islamic, Christian, Palestinian and Arab" Ahmed Al-Ruwaidi, an adviser to Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, told state news agency Wafa.The Palestinian Foreign Ministry said Israel's
feeling of impunity encourages Tel Aviv to go too far "in the process of annexation and
judaization of Jerusalem."The ministry said that all Israeli measures and policies in Jerusalem are
"invalid and illegitimate," and don’t give Israel any right to annex Jerusalem or have sovereignty

Y.



over the city.Hamas group, which rules the Gaza Strip, termed the Israeli cabinet meeting as a
“dangerous escalation”."These steps are an attempt to falsify the identity of Jerusalem, which are
a blatant aggression on our people," group spokesman Hazem Qassem said in a statement.

In 1996, Palestinians discovered that Israel secretly excavated a tunnel leading to the ancient Al-
Buraq Wall area, triggering clashes with Palestinians that left 63 people dead and 600 injured.
Known to Jews as the “Western or Wailing Wall”, Al-Buraq Wall is the western portion of Al-
Aqgsa Mosque complex, which for Muslims represents the world’s third holiest site.Jews call the
area the "Temple Mount," claiming it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.Israel
occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. It annexed
the entire city in 1980, in a move never recognized by the international community.

Anadolu Agency 21-5-2023
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Israeli far-right security minister enters Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa complex

Ben-Gvir enters Al-Aqsa Mosque's Haram al-Sharif area early in morning with special guards,
protection by Israeli forces.Israeli Minister of National Security Itamar Ben-Gvir on Sunday
entered the Al-Agsa Mosque complex in occupied East Jerusalem.Ben-Gvir entered the Al-Agsa
Mosque's Haram al-Sharif area early in the morning with special guards and under the protection
of the Israeli forces.In his video message from the courtyard of Al-Aqgsa, he claimed Israel's
ownership of the complex and said threats from Hamas make no sense. "We own Jerusalem and
all the land of Israel."This was the second time he entered the complex since taking office as
national security minister in the government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu last
December.

Ben-Gvir previously entered the Al-Agsa Mosque on Jan. 3, days after he took office, and with
this action, he became the first Israeli minister on duty to enter the mosque in five years.

He holds far-right views on the Palestinians and has called for their displacement. He has
repeatedly joined Israeli settlers in storming the flashpoint Al-Aqsa Mosque complex in occupied
East Jerusalem.For Muslims, Al-Agsa represents the world's third-holiest site. Jews call the area
the Temple Mount, saying it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Aqgsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It
annexed the entire city in 1980 in a move never recognized by the international community.

Last November, Israeli President Isaac Herzog warned in a leaked audio that "the whole world is
worried" about Ben-Gvir’s far-right views.

Anadolu Agency 21-5-2023
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Including Three Children, Army Abducts Four Palestinians In Jerusalem

On Sunday, Israeli soldiers abducted four Palestinians, including three children, in Silwan town,
south of the Al-Agsa Mosque, and invaded the At-Tour town and Shu’fat refugee camp, in
occupied Jerusalem, in the West Bank.

The Wadi Hilweh Information Center In Silwan (Silwanic) said the soldiers assaulted a young
man, Samer Shalloudi, in the Be’er Ayyoub neighborhood in Silwan, before abducting him.
Silwanic added that the soldiers also abducted three children, Wisam Shweiki, Amir Burqan, and
Yassin Abu Sbeih, between the ages of 9 and 13, before moving them to an interrogation facility.
Furthermore, the soldiers attacked Palestinian protesters near the main entrance of the Shu’fat
refugee camp, north of Jerusalem, and fired many gas bombs and concussion grenades at them.
The soldiers also invaded the At-Tour town in Jerusalem, leading to protests, and fired many
rubber-coated steel bullets and gas bombs at them.

The town has been subject to escalating violations by the soldiers and the colonizers, including
physical assaults against the Palestinians, causing injuries, firing live rounds, and destroying

property.
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