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OIC to discuss situation at Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa on Tuesday

Pope Francis calls for preserving the historic and legal status quo
in occupied Jerusalem

Sheikh Khatib: Our people will spare no effort to protect Aqsa
Hardline Jewish settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque
Israeli Soldiers Assault And Abduct Three Palestinians In Silwan

Racist Israeli minister Ben-Gvir scraps rule allowing lawmakers
to visit Palestinian prisoners
Israeli court jails Jerusalemite teen for several months
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OIC to discuss situation at Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa on Tuesday

Far-right Israeli minister Itamar Ben-Gvir visited Al-Aqsa Mosque complex last week, triggering
storm of condemnations.

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) will hold an extraordinary meeting on Tuesday
to discuss Israeli violations at the Al-Agsa Mosque complex in occupied East Jerusalem.
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In a statement, the Jeddah-based organization said the meeting comes “after the continuous
Israeli escalation in the occupied city of Al-Quds [Jerusalem] and the continuous violations
against the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque.”

The pan-Muslim grouping said the meeting will discuss the situation after a visit by Israeli
National Security Minister [tamar Ben-Gvir to "Al-Aqsa Mosque courtyards under the protection
of the Israeli occupation forces."

Ben-Gvir’s visit, the statement said, came amid Isracli attempts "to change the legal and
historical status of Al-Agsa Mosque."

The far-right Israeli minister visited the flashpoint site last week under Israeli police protection,
triggering a storm of condemnations from countries across the world, including Jordan, Turkiye,
the US Saudi Arabia, and Qatar.

Palestinians accuse Israel of systematically working to Judaize East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is
located, and to obliterate its Arab and Islamic identity.

For Muslims, Al-Agsa represents the world's third-holiest site. Jews, for their part, call the area
the Temple Mount, saying it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem during the 1967 Arab-Isracli War. It annexed the entire city in
1980, in a move never recognized by the international community.

Anadulo Agency 9-1-2023
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Pope Francis calls for preserving the historic and legal status quo in
occupied Jerusalem

Pope Francis today called for preserving the historical and legal status quo in occupied
Jerusalem.

Speaking during his annual meeting with the diplomatic corps accredited to the Vatican City on
the occasion of Christmas and New Year's, Pope Francis expressed concern about the increase in
violence in the holy land, which led to more victims.

He stressed that the holy city belongs to the three monotheistic religions, and it is the most
affected by this violence, noting that the name of Jerusalem brings to mind its true image, which
should be a forum for peace and not a theater of conflict as it is today.

Pope Francis expressed his full confidence that Jerusalem will become a place and a symbol of
meeting, fraternity, and the practice of worship and prayer freely and peacefully in the holy
places, on the basis of continuity and ensuring the preservation of the existing historical and legal
status of the holy places.

He hoped that the Palestinian and Israeli sides would return to direct dialogue in order to
implement the vision of the two states in all its dimensions and within the framework of
international law and the relevant United Nations resolutions.

Palestine’s ambassador to the Holy See, Issa Kassissiech, conveyed the greetings of President
Mahmoud Abbas to the Pope, and congratulated him on the occasion of the Christmas and the
New Year holidays, calling on him to continue to pray for justice and peace in the Holy City and
for the right of self-determination for the Palestinian people.

WAFA 9-1-2023
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Sheikh Khatib: Our people will spare no effort to protect Agsa
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Sheikh Kamal al-Khatib, head of the Freedoms Committee in 1948 occupied Palestine, has
stressed the importance of the intensive Palestinian presence at the Aqsa Mosque to protect it
against desecration and Judaization by Jewish settlers.

In press remarks on Monday, Sheikh Khatib said that the Aqsa Mosque would never be a Jewish
temple as long as the Palestinian people exist on their own land.

Sheikh Khatib warned that difficult days await the Palestinian people and the Muslim nation
because of the fascist schemes that are adopted by the new Israeli government.

He said that the recent desecration of the Aqsa Mosque by far-right security minister Itamar Ben
Gvir was a flagrant provocation against the Palestinian people and the Muslim nation.

He stressed the Palestinian people would spare no effort to protect the Aqsa Mosque against
Israeli attempts to turn it into a temple.

The Palestinian Information Center 9-1-2023
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Hardline Jewish settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Scores of Jewish extremist settlers on Monday stormed the Al-Aqsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-Sharif
compound in occupied East Jerusalem, according to an official Palestinian source.
A statement by the Islamic Awqaf and Al-Aqsa Affairs said that today’s raid was conducted
through al-Magharebah Gate in successive groups, under the heavy protection of Israeli police.
"The settlers provocatively toured the Mosque’s yards, and performed Talmudic rituals amid a
state of anger inside the compound," it added.

Jordan News Agency 9-1-2023
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Israeli Soldiers Assault And Abduct Three Palestinians In Silwan

On Monday, Israeli soldiers assaulted, injured, and abducted three young Palestinian men in
Silwan town, south of the Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem, in the West Bank.

The Wadi Hilweh Information Center In Silwan (Silwanic) said the soldiers stopped two young
men, Maher Samer Sarhan and Yazid Maragha, and repeatedly assaulted them before abducting
them.

It added that many military and police vehicles invaded the Abu Tayeh neighborhood in Silwan,
leading to protests, and fired a barrage of gas bombs and concussion grenades at the protesters
and surrounding homes.

Silwanic stated that the soldiers also repeatedly assaulted a young man, Mohammad Ramadan
Siyam, causing various cuts and bruises before abducting him.

The soldiers later took Mohammad to a court hearing in Jerusalem while he was cuffed and
shackled and had blood and bruises on his face.

In related news, the Israeli prosecutor at the Central Court in occupied Jerusalem indicted four
young men, Mustafa Abu Al-Hawa, Daoud Abu AllHawa, Raed Sayyad, and his brother Amir.
The four were assaulted and injured by the soldiers in Silwan before they were abducted in late
December of last year.

International Middle East Media Center 10-1-2023
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Racist Israeli minister Ben-Gvir scraps rule allowing lawmakers to visit
Palestinian prisoners

Israel’s far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir announced today that he is planning
to cancel regulations that allow any lawmaker to meet with Palestinian freedom fighters
incarcerated in Israeli jails.
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In a statement, Ben-Gvir said he had informed Knesset Speaker Amir Ohana that he intends to
return to an older protocol, according to which only one lawmaker from each faction will be
allowed to visit the Palestinian prisoners, provided that visits be held under strict supervision.
Ben Gvir has been convicted several times for supporting Jewish terror and inciting racism
against Arabs and non-Jews.
Last week, Ben Gvir visited the recently renovated high-security Nafha Prison to review
Palestinian political prisoners’ imprisonment conditions and ensure these conditions never
improve.
International Middle East Media Center 8-1-2023
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Israeli court jails Jerusalemite teen for several months

An Israeli court in Occupied Jerusalem sentenced a Palestinian teenager to several months in jail
and imposed on him a financial penalty.
According to Wadi Hilweh Information Center, an Israeli court sentenced Omar al-Resheq to 16
months in jail, with four months suspended for two years, and ordered his family to pay a fine of
1,000 shekels.
The kid had been kidnaped by Israeli police forces in the holy city on June 22, 2022.

The Palestinian Information Center 9-1-2023
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