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US, EU foreign ministers denounce authorization of new West Bank
colonial outposts

EU foreign policy chief, Saudi foreign minister, Arab League
secretary-general discuss Middle East peace

Palestinian Foreign Ministry rejects Israel’s decision to expand its
colonial settlement enterprise

Dozens of extremist settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israel To Approve 10.000 New Colonialist Units In Occupied West Bank

In Shufat refugee camp in Jerusalem, Israeli forces attack residents,
shoot and injure one
IOA forces Jerusalemite citizen to raze home in Issawiya

Israeli police kidnap three Jerusalemite young men
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US, EU foreign ministers denounce authorization of new West Bank colonial
outposts

The US and some EU foreign ministers today denounced the Israeli occupation authorities’ plan
to retroactively authorize nine colonial settlement outposts in the occupied West Bank.

The Foreign Ministers of France, Germany and Italy, the Foreign Secretary of the United
Kingdom, and the Secretary of State of the United States voiced their ‘deep trouble’ over the
Israeli coalition government’s decision to grant retroactive authorization to nine Jewish-only
colonial settler outposts in the occupied West Bank and announce the construction of new homes
within established colonial settlements.

“We, the Foreign Ministers of France, Germany and Italy, the Foreign Secretary of the United
Kingdom, and the Secretary of State of the United States are deeply troubled by the Israeli
government’s announcement that it is advancing nearly 10,000 settlement units, and intends to
begin a process to normalize nine outposts that were previously deemed illegal under Israeli
law,” the statement issued on the Germen Federal Foreign Office read.

Labeling the Israeli action as unilateral, the diplomats stated: “We strongly oppose these
unilateral actions which will only serve to exacerbate tensions between Israelis and Palestinians
and undermine efforts to achieve a negotiated two-state solution.”

They reiterated their support for comprehensive peace that would be conducive to the creation of
the sovereign and viable Palestinian state.

“We continue to support a comprehensive, just, and lasting peace in the Middle East, which must
be achieved through direct negotiations between the parties. Israclis and Palestinians both
deserve to live in peace, with equal measures of freedom, security, and prosperity. We reaffirm
our commitment to helping Israelis and Palestinians fulfill the vision of an Israel fully integrated
into the Middle East living alongside a sovereign, viable Palestinian state.”

“We continue to closely monitor developments on the ground which impact the viability of the
two-state solution and stability in the region at large,” they concluded.

WAFA 14-2-2023
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EU foreign policy chief, Saudi foreign minister, Arab League secretary-
general discuss Middle East peace

High Representative and Vice-President of the European Commission Josep Borrell yesterday
convened a meeting in Brussels with Saudi Arabia Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan,
and Secretary-General of the League of Arab States Ahmed Aboul Gheit to discuss the Middle
East peace process, the increasing number of victims of violence, conflict and occupation, and
the absence of a political perspective for a peaceful solution.

A joint statement issued by the three officials said they “condemned the decision announced the
day before by the Israeli government to legalize under Isracli law nine settlement outposts in the
occupied West Bank.”

They also agreed “to explore ways to revive and safeguard the prospect of the two-State solution
and to achieve a just, comprehensive and lasting peace, freedom, security, recognition, equal
rights and prosperity for all peoples affected by the ongoing conflict, according to
internationally-recognized parameters and the Arab Peace Initiative,” and “agreed to reach out to
international and regional partners to this end.”
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The trilateral meeting built on the Ministerial meeting held in New York on 20 September 2022
to mark the 20-year anniversary of the Arab Peace Initiative, where, based on the invitation of
the Saudi Foreign Minister the Arab League Secretary-General, and hosted by the High
Representative, “the participants discussed ideas to revive the Middle East peace efforts based on
the Arab Peace Initiative, United Nations resolutions and established international peace
parameters.”

The meeting also “underlined the enduring importance of the Arab Peace Initiative as well as of
the European Union’s proposal, set out in the Council Conclusions of December 2013, to offer
an unprecedented package of political, economic and security support to Palestine and Israel in
the context of a final status agreement.”

In light of the very difficult situation on the ground, the participants agreed “on the urgent need
to revive the Middle East peace efforts envisaging the potential of comprehensive regional peace.
Such an effort aims to identify what contributions the participants’ governments and
organizations would make to comprehensive peace, if and when, an Israeli-Palestinian final
status agreement is reached wherein a sovereign and contiguous Palestinian state lives side-by-
side in peace and security with Israel.”

The statement said the participants agreed “to create a Working Group that will develop
proposals to engage with the members of the Arab League, the European Union and relevant
international partners to closely coordinate efforts to encourage the parties to demonstrate -
through policies and actions- their commitment to a two-state solution,” and “to remain vigilant
regarding the current situation on the ground.”

WAFA 14-2-2023
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Palestinian Foreign Ministry rejects Israel’s decision to expand its colonial
settlement enterprise

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates today said it rejects what it described as Israel’s
“criminal” decision to expand its colonial settlement enterprise.

“The State of Palestine rejects, in the strongest terms, Israel’s ongoing war crimes and
acquisition of territory by force, including its criminal decision to expand its colonial settlement
enterprise,” it said in a statement. “The State of Palestine warns that Israel’s declared
annexationist policies violate the territorial integrity and independence of the State of Palestine
and threaten regional and international peace and security.”

While stressing that all settlements are illegal under international law and are war crimes, the
Ministry said that “Israel’s isolated efforts to legitimize its illegal settlement enterprise, in gross
contempt of UN resolution and the international community’s repeated warnings, are aimed to
entrench its illegal occupation and apartheid regime further and impose new facts on the
grounds.”

It added: “The State of Palestine reiterates that Israel, as an occupying Power, has no sovereignty
over any part of the State of Palestine, including Jerusalem, and that any attempts to alter the
demographic composition or legal status are universally recognized to be null and void, and shall
remain so.”

The Foreign Ministry said, “Land theft is an Israeli national project, undertaken by every branch
of the Israeli government, and is facilitated by Israeli officials. It is a State-sanctioned crime. The
State of Palestine holds Israel, the occupying Power, and its officials fully responsible for the
illegal settlement enterprise, the crimes it entails, and the criminal activities and terrorism of
settler militias.”It said the UN Security Council “must act in accordance with its resolutions,
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including 2334, and hold Israel and Israeli officials accountable for their crimes. The Secretary-
General of the United Nations must uphold his obligations and urgently convene an international
conference with the aim of ending Israel’s illegal occupation and ensuring that the Palestinian
people exercise their right to self-determination in their independent State.”

It stressed that states “must not recognize the illegal situation or render aid or assistance in
maintaining this situation and must ensure compliance by Israel, the occupying Power, with
international humanitarian law.”The Foreign Ministry concluded its statement by stressing that
“Israel’s illegal occupation and settlement enterprise are the source of this protracted injustice.
Israel, the occupying Power, must dismantle its settlement enterprise in totality and end its illegal
occupation. The State of Palestine will not relent in its political, diplomatic, and legal efforts to
ensure that the rights of the Palestinian people to self-determination, return, and independence
are fulfilled.”

International Middle East Media Center 14-2-2023
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Dozens of extremist settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Scores of Jewish extremist settlers early Tuesday stormed the Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East Jerusalem.

A statement by the General Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem said that today’s raid
was conducted through al-Magharebah Gate under the heavy protection of Israeli police, who
restricted Muslim worshippers' access to the mosque and seized many of their identification
cards.

"The settlers toured the mosque’s yards, listened to explanations about the purported "Temple
Mount", and provocatively performed Talmudic rituals," it added.

Jordan News Agency 14-2-2023
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Israel To Approve 10.000 New Colonialist Units In Occupied West Bank

Israeli Finance Minister and Religious Zionist leader Bezalel Smotrich said the government will
be granting the greenlight for approving 10.000 housing units in West Bank colonies and stated
that this is just the beginning of more construction authorizations.

Smotrich said, “this is just the beginning. We must lift all restrictions on constructions” in the
West Bank, “which must be considered like any other part of the state of Israel.”

Israeli Ynet News said besides the 10.000 units that will be granted the green light, including
2000 that are already under construction, the government would authorize the construction of an
additional 4.300 units this coming May.

Commenting on relations with the U.S. Administration, Smotrich said the relation between the
two countries is built on mutual interests and that despite American stances regarding
constrictions in the occupied West Bank, he said: “The Administration [of President Joe Biden]
understands that the current Israeli government must act on Israeli interests, and knows very well
“its position on settlements.”

He also said that Israel and the United States have common interests; however, he added that Tel
Aviv openly informs the U.S. Administration of its interests, including its commitment to
continuing the construction of colonies.

Ynet said Israel will likely not approve any Palestinian constructions in Area C of the occupied
West Bank and added that construction plans approved by the previous government will not be
implemented.

It is worth mentioning that Israel is also planning to “legalize” many colonialist outposts built on
Palestinian lands without approval from the Israeli government.
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Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around occupied East
Jerusalem, are illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, and various
United Nations and Security Council resolutions. They also constitute war crimes
under International Law.

Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying Power shall not deport or
transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” It also prohibits the
“individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied
territory.”

International Middle East Media Center 15-2-2023
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In Shufat refugee camp in Jerusalem, Israeli forces attack residents, shoot and
injure one

After shooting and injuring yesterday a 13-year-old boy in Shufat refugee camp alleging he
attempted to stab soldiers at the camp’s checkpoint, Israeli occupation forces raided the camp
last night and attacked residents, who clashed with the forces, shooting at a car and injuring its
driver.
WAFA correspondent said the soldiers opened fire at the camp’s residents and cars hitting a 35-
year-old resident in the belly, who was taken to hospital where his injury was reported to be
moderate to serious.
As a punishment to the camp residents following the alleged stabbing, which resulted in the
death of a soldier who was accidentally shot by his colleague when he opened fire at the 13-year-
old boy, identified as Mohammad Basel Zilbani, the Israeli occupation authorities shut down the
checkpoint, which connects the camp residents to their workplaces and schools in Jerusalem, and
prevented movement in and out of the camp.
The soldiers also raided the Zilbani family house, ransacked it, and detained the boy’s parents
and brother.

WAFA 14-2-2023

IOA forces Jerusalemite citizen to raze home in Issawiya

The Israeli occupation authority (IOA) forced on Tuesday a Jerusalemite citizen to demolish his
house at his own expense in the east Jerusalem district of Issawiya at the pretext of unlicensed
construction.

According to local sources, the owner, Nizar Muhaisen, had already received a notice from the
Israeli municipality ordering him to demolish his apartment in Issawiya before February 15.

He had to comply with the measure in order to avoid paying demolition expenses and fines to the
municipality.

Hundreds of Jerusalemite homes are threatened with demolition or appropriation as part of
Israel’s Judaization plans in the occupied holy city.

The Jerusalemites have no choice but to build without licenses because there are no structural
maps that respond to the natural increase in their numbers.

The IOA also imposes building restrictions on the Palestinian natives in east Jerusalem and
makes it hard for them to obtain construction licenses.

Israel’s systematic demolition of Palestinian homes in the holy city is believed to be aimed at
psychologically destroying the Jerusalemite families in an attempt to force them to move from
the city.

The Palestinian Information Center 15-2-2023
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Israeli police kidnap three Jerusalemite young men
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The Israeli occupation police kidnaped on Tuesday three Palestinian young men and extracted a
court order extending the detention of a child in east Jerusalem.

Local sources said that Israeli police officers kidnaped a young man from his home in as-Salam
suburb in Anata town, northeast of Jerusalem.

Police forces also kidnaped two brothers from the family of Dawoud after raiding their home in
the east Jerusalem district of Issawiya.

Meanwhile, an Israeli court extended the detention of 13-year-old Mohamed Zalbani until next
Sunday.

The kid was detained by the Israeli police on Monday evening after he allegedly tried to carry
out a stabbing attack at the Shuafat checkpoint.

In a separate incident, Israeli forces blocked on the same day side roads with mounds of dirt and
rocks and forced storeowners to close their businesses in Huwara town, south of Nablus, with no

known reason.
The Palestinian Information Center 15-2-2023
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