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Jordan condemns Israeli decisions to expand settlement construction
Bahraini Envoy Stresses Hashemite Custodianship Over Holy Sites in
Jerusalem

UK condemns Ben-Gvir’s Aqsa Mosque break-in

Jerusalem Committee: Al-Aqsa Storming by Extremists Perpetuates
Occupation’s Crimes, Provokes Muslim, Christian Sentiments
Colonists storm Al-Agsa Mosque

Army Demolishes Home, Barns, Gas Station Carwash Facility in
Jerusalem

Israeli government approves new settlement in occupied West Bank

Israel rejects to hand over body of slain Palestinian killed yesterday in
Jerusalem
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Jordan condemns Israeli decisions to expand settlement construction

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates condemned the Israeli government's decisions and measures
that perpetuate the occupation of Palestinian lands by expanding and legalizing settlement construction.
The ministry said the latest Israeli step was approval of a plan to expand a new settlement outpost on
lands near Bethlehem, Walaja and Husan areas, which are listed on the UNESCO World Heritage List
in Danger.

The ministry added that this decision is a "blatant" challenge and "serious" violation of international law
and international legitimacy resolutions, foremost is Security Council Resolution No. 2334, and relevant
agreements for the protection of cultural property and heritage.

In a statement Wednesday, the ministry's official spokesperson, Dr. Sufian Qudah, affirmed the
Kingdom's "absolute" rejection and condemnation of these Israeli systematic measures that violate all
rules of international law, Security Council resolutions, UNESCO measures and relevant international
references.



Qudah stressed that these condemned measures perpetuate the occupation and undermine all
opportunities for achieving peace based on the "two-state solution" that restores rights of the Palestinian
people to establish their independent and sovereign state on June 4, 1967 lines, with occupied Jerusalem
as its capital.
Qudah called on Israel, the occupying power, to comply with its responsibilities, in accordance with
international law and cease its settlement plans that aim to seize Palestinian lands and properties and
displace its people.
Qudah renewed his call to the international community to take "immediate and effective" action to stop
the unilateral, illegal and unlawful Israeli measures.
In this context, he affirmed these measures, which coincide with the Israeli ongoing aggressive war on
the Gaza Strip, fuel further exacerbation and escalation for the situation, which Israel bears full
responsibility.

Jordan News Agency 14-8-2024
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Bahraini Envoy Stresses Hashemite Custodianship Over Holy Sites
in Jerusalem

Bahraini Ambassador to Jordan, Sheikh Khalifa bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, underscored the robust ties
between Bahrain and Jordan, which are deeply rooted in the shared vision of His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa and His Majesty King Abdullah II. These relations, characterized by mutual respect
and cooperation, have been further strengthened through official visits and the activation of various
bilateral agreements.

In an interview with the Jordan News Agency (Petra), the Bahraini ambassador highlighted the alignment
of the two nations on key Arab and international issues, making Bahraini-Jordanian relations a model for
Arab solidarity and cooperation. He emphasized the importance of joint Arab action to address regional
challenges and foster stronger partnerships.

The ambassador reiterated the steadfast commitment of both Bahrain and Jordan to the Palestinian cause,
advocating for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital, in
line with international resolutions and the two-state solution.

He also commended King Hamad's strong support for the Hashemite custodianship of Islamic and
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, recognizing King Abdullah II's continuous efforts in supporting the
Palestinian cause and facilitating humanitarian aid to Gaza.

He pointed to the significance of the 33rd Arab Summit recently held in Bahrain, noting that it came at
a critical time for the Arab world. The summit emphasized the need for intensified consultation and
coordination among Arab nations, especially during the devastating war on the Gaza Strip.

The ambassador highlighted key initiatives proposed by King Hamad during the summit, including the
call for an international peace conference in the Middle East and the push for full recognition of the State
of Palestine and its membership in the United Nations.

The ambassador also discussed the growing economic, trade, and investment cooperation between
Bahrain and Jordan. He noted that the Jordanian-Bahraini Joint Higher Committee, which held its fifth
session in Manama earlier this year, resulted in the signing of eight agreements across various sectors,
including trade, labor, health, and maritime services. The bilateral trade volume reached 92.2 million
Bahraini dinars last year, marking a 9 percent increase.

He further emphasized the strong economic partnership between the two kingdoms, bolstered by their
involvement in the Industrial Partnership for Sustainable Economic Development. Bahraini investments
in Jordan have seen significant growth, particularly in the real estate, tourism, and financial sectors, with
Bahrain ranking third among Arab countries investing in Jordan.

Y



Education remains a key area of collaboration, with nearly 1,000 Bahraini students pursuing their studies
in Jordanian universities. The ambassador noted the signing of an executive program for educational
cooperation during the recent Joint Higher Committee session, with plans for further agreements in
higher education and scientific research.
In the tourism sector, the ambassador highlighted the longstanding cooperation between the two
countries, with a tourism agreement dating back to 2001. He mentioned that around 52,000 Bahraini
tourists visited Jordan last year, reflecting the strong tourism ties between the two nations.
Sheikh Khalifa also praised the Jordanian community in Bahrain, noting the mutual respect and
appreciation between the two peoples. He lauded the warm reception and hospitality extended to
Bahrainis in Jordan, which reflects the deep historical and fraternal bonds between the two kingdoms.
Jordan News Agency 14-8-2024
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UK condemns Ben-Gvir’s Aqsa Mosque break-in

The United Kingdom has condemned Israel’s Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir’s break-in into Agsa
Mosque compound, British Foreign Minister David Lammy said on Wednesday.
“The UK strongly condemns Minister Ben-Gvir’s deliberately provocative visit to Jerusalem’s Holy
Sites,” Lammy wrote on X.
“Such actions undermine the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan’s role as custodian of the sites and the
longstanding status quo arrangements.”
“The focus of all parties must be on securing an immediate ceasefire and the release of all hostages, and
restoring regional stability.”
Earlier Tuesday, hundreds of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Agsa Mosque in Occupied
Jerusalem under tight police protection to mark what they call the destruction of the temple.
According to the Islamic Awgaf Administration in the holy city, the Israeli occupation police allowed
over 2,250 settlers to enter the Aqsa Mosque and defile its courtyards while doing provocative practices,
including singing the Israeli anthem, performing prayers, carrying the Zionist flag, and dancing.

The Palestinian Information Center 15-8-2024
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Jerusalem Committee: Al-Aqsa Storming by Extremists Perpetuates Occupation’s
Crimes, Provokes Muslim, Christian Sentiments

The Secretary-General of the Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs, Abdullah Kanaan, strongly
condemned the recent storming of the al-Aqsa Mosque by over two thousand settlers, including members
of Israel's far-right government.

Kanaan said that these actions are part of ongoing Israeli crimes, which include killing, captivity, land
confiscation, home demolitions, neighborhood evacuations, and the displacement of residents to make
way for settlers, all while provoking the sentiments of Muslims and Christians globally.

In a statement to the Jordan News Agency (Petra), Kanaan remarked that these repeated incursions by
extremists are attempts to alter the historical status quo and impose a reality of Judaization, Hebraization,
and Israelization in Jerusalem and Palestine. He highlighted that the Israeli occupation flagrantly violates
international law and disregards global demands for peace.

Kanaan noted that the continuous storming of the al-Agsa, particularly during Israeli occasions and
holidays, is part of a broader effort to impose temporal and spatial divisions at the mosque, with the
ultimate goal of demolishing al-Aqsa to construct the so-called "temple."
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He further pointed out that Israeli aggression extends beyond the bombing of Gaza, which has resulted
in the deaths of thousands of women and defenseless civilians, to deliberate actions aimed at destabilizing
regional and global security. This aggression includes blatant attacks on Islamic and Christian sanctities
in Jerusalem and across Palestine, actions that starkly contradict international values, laws, and moral
standards.
Kanaan stressed that the Israeli occupation, aware of the religious significance of Jerusalem for Muslims
and Christians, is intentionally provoking religious sentiments by promoting Talmudic myths and
pursuing plans to demolish al-Agsa Mosque to build the so-called temple. These actions, he added, are
attempts to garner support from extremist settlers amidst ongoing Israeli societal unrest and protests
against Prime Minister Netanyahu's policies and the war on Gaza. The participation of extremist rabbis
and government ministers in these storming's underscores an "increasing Israeli policy."
Kanaan criticized the biased stance of major powers, which, despite their claims of promoting democracy
and peace, continue to practice double standards by providing comprehensive support to Israel.
He reiterated that the Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs calls on the international community and
its organizations to fulfill their moral and legal obligations to halt Israeli aggression against the people,
land, and holy sites in Jerusalem and Palestine. He urged the international community to force Israel to
adhere to international resolutions, including the two-state solution and the establishment of a Palestinian
state with east Jerusalem as its capital, while preserving the historical status quo.
Kanaan underlined that peace, security, and stability cannot be achieved through aggression and
arrogance. He asserted that Israel's actions would only strengthen the Palestinian people's resolve to resist
and defend their lives and their holy sites against the Israeli occupation and colonialism.
He stressed that Jordan, under the Hashemite leadership and its historical guardianship over Islamic and
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, will continue to stand by the Palestinian people, regardless of the cost
and sacrifices involved.

Jordan News Agency 14-8-2024
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Colonists storm Al-Agsa Mosque

On Wednesday, settlers, under the protection of the occupation police, stormed the blessed Al-Agsa
Mosque in the occupied city of Jerusalem, and performed Talmudic rituals.
According to eyewitnesses, settlers stormed the mosque in successive groups, at a time when the
occupation police turned the Old City of Jerusalem into a military barracks, and deployed hundreds of
its members, especially at the gates of Al-Agsa Mosque, and tightened its military measures at the gates
of the Old City, and imposed restrictions on the entry of worshipers.

WAFA 14-8-2024
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Army Demolishes Home, Barns, Gas Station Carwash Facility in Jerusalem

On Wednesday, Israeli bulldozers demolished five Palestinian homes, a gas station, and a carwash facility
in the At-Tour town, located to the east of occupied Jerusalem, in the West Bank.

Eyewitnesses said that among the destroyed structures was a residence owned by Maher Nasser, as well
as a facility that included a laundry and gas station belonging to the Al-Kiswani family.

They added that the army also razed barns and sheep pens owned by the Al-Saeedi family, along with
two houses belonging to the Dirbas family, and houses owned by the Al-Damiri family.

The army also demolished a home, owned by the Abu Sbeitan family, and land with a horse stable owned
by the Abu Ghannam family.

In addition, the soldiers cut off electricity to the homes and businesses in the area affected by the
demolitions.
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The demolitions of the Palestinian homes and structures were carried out to facilitate the construction of
a segregated colonial road in the area.
In July, the total number of demolitions in the Jerusalem Governorate reached 76, which included 10
forced self-demolitions and 62 demolitions executed by occupation machinery, in addition to four
bulldozing incidents targeting Palestinian lands.
The Israeli police also issued over 13 demolition notices targeting structures in various villages and towns
within the Jerusalem Governorate, particularly in the Bab al-Amoud area, Jabal al-Mukabbir, Anata,
Shu’fat refugee camp, the al-Bustan neighborhood in Silwan, Wadi al-Jouz, Kafr Aqab, Hizma, the al-
Khunideq area, and Ras an-Nader in Beit Anan, northwest of occupied Jerusalem.
Furthermore, the Israeli authorities announced plans to demolish the Wadi Hilweh Information Center in
Silwan (Silwanic) building within a year and imposed a fine of 20,000 shekels on its director, Jawad
Siyam.
In related news, the soldiers assaulted, injured, and abducted a young man, Mohammad Husam Oweisat,
in his home in Jabal Al- Al-Mukabbir, after storming and ransacking his family’s home.
The soldiers also invaded the Al-Abbasiyya neighborhood in Silwan, closed several streets and
conducted searches.
The demolitions were carried out as part of an older plan to establish a colonialist road linking colonies
in the West Bank with Jerusalem, including the illegal Har Homa (Jabal Abu Ghneim) colony, and other
colonies around Jerusalem, known as the Jerusalem beltway or Jerusalem ring, to encircle the occupied
city with colonies.
Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around occupied East Jerusalem, are
illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, and various United Nations and Security
Council resolutions. They also constitute war crimes under International Law.
Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer
parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” It also prohibits the “individual or mass
forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied territory.”
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Israeli government approves new settlement in occupied West Bank

Under international law, all Israeli settlements in the occupied territories are considered illegal

The Israeli government approved on Wednesday the construction of a new Jewish-only settlement in the
occupied West Bank.

Far-right Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich called the building of the Nahal Heletz settlement near
Bethlehem a “‘historic moment.”

The Israeli government allocated some 148 acres of land to build the new settlement, which will be part
of the Gush Etzion settlement bloc.

“Today the Civil Administration finished its professional work and published a new blue line for the
settlement of Nahal Halitz in Gush Etzion,” Smotrich said on X.

“No anti-Israelism or anti-Zionism will stop the continued development of the settlements. We will
continue to fight the dangerous idea of a Palestinian state and establish facts on the ground. This is my
life’s mission,” he added.

The new settlement is one of five settlement outposts that the Israeli government agreed to legalize in
the occupied West Bank last June in response to the recognition of a Palestinian state by Spain, Norway,
Ireland, Slovenia, and Armenia.
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Under international law, all Israeli settlements in the occupied territories are considered illegal.
In a landmark opinion on July 19, the International Court of Justice declared Israel's decades-long
occupation of Palestinian land "illegal" and called for the evacuation of all existing settlements in the

West Bank and East Jerusalem.
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Israel rejects to hand over body of slain Palestinian killed yesterday in Jerusalem

Israeli occupation police Wednesday refused to hand over the body of the slain Palestinian minor Shadi
Sheha, 16, from the town of Anata, east of Jerusalem, unless he was buried outside the town.
Sheha's family said that the occupation authorities stipulated that he be buried outside the town, but the
family refuses to receive him under this condition, and insists on burying him in his hometown and in
his town of Anata.
Meanwhile, colonists from Pisgat Ze'ev colony, built on citizens' lands east of Jerusalem, opened fire on
the village's homes, but no injuries were reported.
It is noteworthy that the Sheha was killed by Israeli occupation in the town of Anata yesterday evening
while working in a car wash, he owns in the area.
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