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UN, Red Cross must visit communities blockaded by Israel to bear
witness to what is happening there, says PM.
PCPA warns of Israeli intents to divide Aqsa temporally.

Australia says it has dropped recognition of West Jerusalem as
Israeli capital.

Israeli occupation advances new colonial settlement construction plan
in Jerusalem.

Scores of Israeli settlers break into Jerusalem.

Israeli Soldiers Assault Several Women, Abduct One, Near Al-Aqsa.

Israeli police assault, detain Jerusalemite activist Halawani.
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UN, Red Cross must visit communities blockaded by Israel to bear
witness to what is happening there, says PM

Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh today invited the international
community, mainly the United Nations and the International Committee of the Red
Cross, to visit the Palestinian communities blockaded by the Israeli occupation
forces in order to bear witnesses to what is happening there and to work toward
lifting the siege and stopping the aggression.

Speaking at the start of the weekly cabinet meeting held in Ramallah,
Shtayyeh said that the occupation forces prevent people from leaving the northern
West Bank city of Nablus, which has been under a tight military blockade for one
week, disrupting daily life, and obstructing the work of businessmen, public
employees, and all residents in the city.

He added that the occupation measures in Nablus and before that in Shufat
refugee camp and Anata, near Jerusalem, “must stop, and the continuous
aggression against our people must stop, and the use of our children, land and holy
sites as offerings to the Israeli voter must also stop.”

The Prime Minister said he visited yesterday the city of Jenin and its camp in
the north of the West Bank to check on its people in light of the latest Israeli
military campaigns against the city that left dozens of its youth dead from army
gunfire, and offered condolences to the families of the latest victims of the Israeli
army campaign whether it was in Jenin, Salfit or Ramallah.

“I saw great anger toward what Israel is doing to our people, and I spoke
with activists from Shufat refugee camp and Anata. I was briefed on their needs,
which will be followed on by the competent ministers,” he said.

Shtayyeh said that his government will form a team that includes a number of
ministers to follow up on the issue of the Gaza Marine field, located 36 kilometers
west of the coast of Gaza in the Mediterranean Sea that was discovered in 2000 and
is estimated to contain more than 1 trillion cubic feet of natural gas, stressing that
head of the Palestinian Investment Fund, Mohammad Mustafa, and his team are
negotiating with the Egyptian authorities to conclude an agreement to extract
natural gas for the benefit of the Palestinian people.

On the intra-Palestinian reconciliation talks that were concluded in Algeria
last week with the Algeria Declaration, Shtayyeh said the cabinet is going to take all
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necessary steps to translate the Algeria Declaration into a reality in an effort to end
the division and achieve Palestinian national unity.
WAFA 17-10-2022
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PCPA warns of Israeli intents to divide Aqsa temporally

The Popular Conference for Palestinians Abroad (PCPA) has urged the
Palestinian people, especially the Jerusalemites, to intensify their presence at the
Aqsa Mosque on a daily basis to protect it and thwart Israeli intents to temporally
divide it between Muslims and Jews.

In a statement on Monday, PCPA’s Jerusalem Commission said that the
Israeli occupation police prevented, in recent days, a number of Palestinian citizens
from entering the Aqsa Mosque during certain times at the pretext that it was not
the time for Muslims to pray, describing the Israeli step as “unprecedented.”

“The occupation’s treatment of our holy sites in such a way has occurred as a
result of the absence of Jerusalem from the Arab and Islamic governments’
agendas,” the Jerusalem Commission stated.

The Commission appealed to the Palestinian resistance factions, the Muslim
nation and the world’s free people to urgently move to defend the Aqsa Mosque and
take strong action against the Israeli occupation state to curb its violations at the
Islamic holy site.

The Palestinian Information Center 17-10-2022
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Australia says it has dropped recognition of
West Jerusalem as Israeli capital

In 2018, Scott Morrison's government announced that it would follow
controversial US decision.

Australia has stepped back from an earlier decision to recognize West
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, the country’s top diplomat said Tuesday.

“Australia is committed to a two-state solution in which Israel and a future
Palestinian state coexist, in peace and security, within internationally recognized
borders,” Foreign Minister Penny Wong said in a statement.

“Today the government has reaffirmed Australia’s previous and longstanding
position that Jerusalem is a final status issue that should be resolved as part of any
peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian people,” Wong said.

In 2018, then-Prime Minister Scott Morrison's government said it would
recognize West Jerusalem as Israel’s capital but would not move its embassy from
Tel Aviv until a peace settlement is reached.

The Morrison government also included it in Australia’s policy on Israel,
which has now been deleted by Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s government,
which came to power in May.
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In 2018, Wong also opposed Morrison’s decision and said Labor “does not
support unilateral recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and in
government would reverse this decision,” The Guardian newspaper reported.

In 2017, then-US President Donald Trump officially recognized Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital, reversing decades of US policy of remaining neutral on the holy city.

The US move triggered widespread protests in the Palestinian territories and
several countries amid condemnations from Arab and Muslim countries.

Washington’s European allies also criticized the move, warning that the US
decision would worsen relations between Palestinians and Israelis as well as spark
unrest in the region.

Israel occupied the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, during the 1967
Middle East War. It annexed the entire city in 1980, claiming it as Israel’s “eternal”
capital — a move never recognized by the international community.

International law views the West Bank and East Jerusalem as "occupied
territory" and considers all Jewish settlement-building activity on the land to be
illegal.

Palestinians accuse Israel of waging an aggressive campaign to "Judaize' the
historic city by effacing its Arab and Islamic identity and driving out its Palestinian
inhabitants.

Anadolu Agency 17-10-2022
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Israeli occupation advances new colonial settlement construction
plan in Jerusalem

The Israeli occupation authorities today advanced a new colonial settlement
construction plan in the occupied city of Jerusalem.

The Israeli District Planning and Building Committee approved the plan to
construct hundreds of new settler units and commercial facilities as part of the
“Greater Jerusalem” metropolitan plan on vast tracts of land seized from the
Palestinian towns and villages of Shuafat, Beit Hanina, Beit Safafa, Walaja, Ein
Karem and Lifta.

The plan envisages the expansion of the colonial settlements of Gilo, Kiryat
Menachem, Neve Ya’akov, Ramot, Ramat Shlomo and Pisgat Ze’ev.

It is aimed at introducing fundamental changes in the infrastructure of these
colonial settlements, linking them to the light rail line and the network of settler-
only by-pass roads leading to the West Bank settlements, East Jerusalem, West
Jerusalem and Israel and further isolating Palestinian neighborhoods of East
Jerusalem from their depth in the West Bank and preventing their viability for
future growth.
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Khalil Tafakji, a cartographer and Head of the Arab Studies Society in
Jerusalem’s Maps Department, said that this plan is intended to reshape the
occupied city with colonial projects, so that the panoramic and demographic
landscape of the city would have been totally changed by 2050.

He added that the implementation of a part of the plan was postponed so as to
make room for the fundamental altering of the demographic composition of
Jerusalem and merge?

East Jerusalem, an integral part of the Palestinian territory occupied by
Israel since 1967, with West Jerusalem and eventually declare it as its united capital.

WAFA 17-10-2022
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Scores of Israeli settlers break into Jerusalem

Scores of Israeli settler fanatics by into the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in
occupied Jerusalem and performed rituals across its courtyards, according to
WAFA.

The statement said, Israeli settlers entered the compound through the
Moroccan Gate in groups and performed rituals and Talmudic prayers there under
the protection of Israeli police officers.

This comes amid calls by far-right settler organizations on fans to break into
the holy site in large numbers on the seventh and final day of the Jewish Sukkot
holiday.

Saba Net 17-10-2022
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Israeli Soldiers Assault Several Women, Abduct One,
Near Al-Agsa

On Monday morning, Israeli soldiers attacked several Palestinian women
near the Chain Gates in Jerusalem’s Old City and abducted one while heading to
the Al-Aqsa Mosque after the army closed the holy site to allow groups of illegal
Israeli colonizers to tour the holy compound.

The Al-Qastal News said the women were not allowed to cross and were
forced to leave the area after being prevented from entering Al-Aqgsa.

Al-Qastal added that the soldiers attacked several women and hurled insults
while pushing them and forcing them to leave, and injured Hanadi Halwani before
abducting her.

One of the women, Nafisa Khweiss, said the soldiers did not just attack
women but also proceeded to assault every Palestinian, including young men,
children, and even journalists, before forcing them out of the holy compound
through the various nearby gates.

Khweiss added that the soldiers threw copies of the Holy Quran on the
ground while attacking some worshipers and abducted several Palestinians.

International Middle East Media Center 17-10-2022
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Israeli police assault, detain Jerusalemite
activist Halawani

The Israeli occupation police savagely assaulted Jerusalemite activist Hinadi
al-Halawani and other Palestinian citizens, including journalists, during their
presence in Bab as-Silsila area outside the Aqsa Mosque.

Local sources said that police officers arrested Halawani and hauled her to a
police station after assaulting her, with no reason, in Bab as-Silsila area in the Old
City of Jerusalem.

They added that police officers also assaulted other women and shoved them
along with journalists who were photographing and filming what was happening in
the area.

On Sunday, a horde of extremist Jewish settlers escorted by police officers
assaulted a number of Palestinian women, who are banned from entering the Aqsa
Mosque, in the Old City’s streets and forced them to leave.

Halawani is a noted Jerusalemite activist and one of the Aqsa Mosque
teachers who are exposed to constant persecution by the Israeli police and
intelligence.

Because of her supportive positions on the Aqsa Mosque, she has been
summoned, arrested, interrogated and assaulted by the Israeli police several times
before. The police also banned her entry to the Mosque and her travel abroad many
times.

Halawani is one of many Jerusalemite women whose medical insurance has
been revoked because of their activities in defense of the Aqsa Mosque.

The Palestinian Information Center 17-10-2022
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