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FM, Qatari counterpart discuss efforts to halt aggression on Gaza
Foreign Ministry denounces ongoing acts of terror by settlers on Palestinians
Jordan calls on EU to take deterrent steps against Israel

EU reiterates 'steadfast commitment' to upholding status quo of holy sites in
Jerusalem

Israel Approves New Colony On Lands Marked As UNESCO World Heritage
Site

IOA forces Jerusalemite to raze home in Issawiya

Israeli settlers seize Palestinian building in Silwan

40,000 Palestinians perform Friday prayer at Agsa
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FM, Qatari counterpart discuss efforts to halt aggression on Gaza

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Ayman Safadi discussed with
Qatar Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Mohammad bin Abdul Rahman Al Thani,
efforts to halt the Israeli aggression on Gaza, as well as the outcomes of the talks that Qatar hosted over
the previous two days in order to get to an exchange agreement that would result in a permanent ceasefire.
During a phone conversation with Sheikh Mohammad, Safadi emphasized that the exchange arrangement
must be finalized as soon as possible and that the Kingdom supports the State of Qatar, the Arab Republic
of Egypt, and the United States of America in their efforts to reach an agreement.Safadi emphasized the
significance of these initiatives and the statement they released today.
Safadi emphasized the need to increase pressure on Israel to halt its aggression against Gaza, including
by implementing deterrent measures that are compliant with international law. This law forbids war
crimes to be committed by the occupation forces in Gaza and makes it abundantly evident that
transgressions of international humanitarian law and international law must be punished.
According to Safadi, all signs point to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as the one impeding
attempts to finalize the exchange agreement. As such, he must be directly and effectively pressured by
everyone who wishes to see this through to completion.Safadi emphasized that ending Israeli assault on
Gaza and the ensuing humanitarian crisis is the first step towards halting the escalation that jeopardizes
the security and stability of the region.Along with discussing the dangerous Israeli escalation in the
occupied West Bank and at Jerusalem's holy sites, Safadi and Sheikh Mohammad reiterated their
condemnation of all illegal Israeli actions in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, including the assault on
the Palestinian village of Jit by settlers yesterday and the storming of the Al-Agsa Mosque/Al-Haram Al-
Sharif by two extremist ministers last Tuesday.In an effort to halt the aggression against Gaza, provide
aid to it, and safeguard and stabilize the region from the effects of the aggression and the risk that the
situation there could worsen into a regional conflict, Safadi and Sheikh Mohammad emphasized the
importance of maintaining coordination and consultation.

Jordan News Agency 16-8-2024
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Foreign Ministry denounces ongoing acts of terror by settlers on Palestinians
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates denounced the ongoing terrorist attacks on Palestinians
by the Israeli settlers, the most recent of which took place yesterday in the village of Jit, east of Qalqilya,
and left dozens injured as well as serious damage to Palestinian property.
Ambassador Sufian Qudah, the ministry spokesperson, blamed Israel for the attack on the village of Jeit
and for allowing settlers to carry out terrorist attacks. He emphasized that Israel, as the occupying power,
is solely accountable for these violations and attacks because of its ongoing aggressive unilateral
measures that target the Palestinian people, their lands, and their homes by evicting Palestinians from
their homes and building settlements.

In keeping with the dangerous escalation seen in the Palestinian territories occupied by extremist settlers
since the start of the Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip, Ambassador Qudah reaffirmed the Kingdom's
total rejection of these attacks and the escalation of settler terrorism against the Palestinian people.
In a repeat of his appeal for the international community to accept responsibility and adopt a united front
against Israel's persistent transgressions of international law, Qudah called on the international
community to enact punitive measures to put an end to the terrorism of racist settlers.
He also called for protection for the Palestinian people, meeting his rights to a sovereign state on June 4,
1967 lines, with occupied Jerusalem as its capital.

Jordan News Agency 16-8-2024
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Jordan calls on EU to take deterrent steps against Israel

Jordan called on the European Union to take “practical deterrent steps” against Israel in response to its
continued aggression on the Gaza Strip, violation of the Palestinian people’s rights and international
humanitarian law, Anadolu reported.
This came during a phone call between Foreign Minister, Ayman Safadi, and the High Representative of
the European Union (EU) for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borrell, the Jordan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said in a statement.
Safadi, the ministry said, stressed “the necessity for the European Union to take practical deterrent steps
against Israel’s continued aggression against Gaza, its violation of the rights of the Palestinian people in
the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, its violation of the sanctity of Islamic and Christian
holy sites in Jerusalem, and its continued violations of international law and international humanitarian
law, which is pushing the region to the brink of a regional war.”
The minister said “nothing justifies” the international community’s ongoing inability to take steps to stop
Israel’s war crimes.He called on the EU to impose sanctions on extremist Israeli officials who promote
hatred and racism, support settler terrorist actions, and violate the sanctity of Jerusalem’s holy sites.
Safadi also condemned Israeli National Security Minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, for storming Al-Agsa
Mosque, describing the manoeuvre as a dangerous escalation that violates the historical and legal status
quo.Safadi also pointed to the need for the EU to confront Israel’s ongoing settlement expansion in the
occupied Palestinian territories in violation of international law.

Middle East Monitor 16-8-2024
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EU reiterates 'steadfast commitment' to upholding status quo of holy sites in

Jerusalem
"'We expect PM (Benjamin) Netanyahu, beyond his refutation of Minister (Itamar) Ben Gvir provocation,
to prevent further violations,' says EU foreign policy chief.
The EU foreign police chief on Thursday held a phone conversation with Jordanian Foreign Minister
Ayman Safadi and reiterated the EU's “steadfast commitment” to upholding the status quo of holy sites
in Jerusalem.

1



"Spoke with DPM @AymanHSafadi to confirm the EU steadfast commitment to upholding the Status

Quo of the Holy Sites, including historic Jordanian custodianship," Josep Borrell wrote on X, expressing

his strong rejection of provocations, hate speech and incitement to war crimes by some Israeli ministers.

On Tuesday, Israel’s far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir stormed the Al-Agsa Mosque

complex along with more than 2,000 radical Israelis.

In a video, Ben-Gvir said: “Our policy is to enable Jewish prayer.”

Borrell said: "We expect PM (Benjamin) Netanyahu, beyond his refutation of Minister (Itamar) Ben Gvir

provocation, to prevent further violations. "stp!

Borrell and Safadi also discussed the “ongoing mediation for a cease-fire, a priority to put an end to the

suffering of Palestinian civilians and get to the release of the hostages,” the EU foreign policy chief

added.

Al-Agsa Mosque is considered the third-holiest site in Islam. Jews refer to the area as the Temple Mount,

believing it to be the location of two ancient Jewish temples.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. In 1980,

Israel annexed the entire city, a move that has never been recognized by the international community.
Anadolu Agency 16-8-2024
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Israel Approves New Colony On Lands Marked As UNESCO World Heritage Site

The far-right Israeli government under Benjamin Netanyahu and his fanatic colonial settlers’ coalition
partners, has officially published plans to establish a new illegal Israeli colony in the Al-Makhrour
Mountain, officially registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, near Bethlehem, in the occupied West
Bank.

The decision was made after the Israeli government vowed to “legalize” five illegal colonies back in
June.

The Israeli government said its decision was made in response to European countries that recently
recognized an independent Palestinian state.

Nida Ibrahim of Al-Jazeera English interviewed Alice Kisiya who took her to her childhood home in the
Al-Makhrour Valley where Israeli colonizers illegally occupied the family’s land and forced them out.
Alice added that even after the family filed appeals with an Israeli court and even after proving their
ownership of the land, the court issued a restraining order barring the family from entering their lands,
instead of removing the illegal colonizers who stole it.

Alice said: Alice said: “We are a simple family against the state,” and added that she misses the calmness
of the valley and will keep fighting until she gets it back.”

Last Wednesday, the Israeli government approved a new illegal colony, named Nahal Heletz, linking
colonies in the West Bank, with colonies in occupied East Jerusalem.

The colony is one of five illegal colonialist outposts Israel’s fanatic far-right colonialist minister, Bezalel
Smotrich, “promised to legalize” back in June.

Jad Ishaq of the Applied Research Institute — Arij, told Al-Jazeera that the move is part of the Israeli plan
to create “metropolitan Jerusalem” by increasing the municipal boundaries of Jerusalem and adding four
major colonialist blocs.

It is worth mentioning that the area, lush with water resources, plants, greeneries, and Scenic heights was
officially registered by the Palestinians as a World Heritage Site with UNESCO.

All of Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around occupied East
Jerusalem, are illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention in addition to various
United Nations and Security Council resolutions. They also constitute war crimes under International
Law.
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Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying Power shall not deport or transfer
parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” It also prohibits the “individual or mass
forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied territory.”
International Middle East Media Center 17-8-2024
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IOA forces Jerusalemite to raze home in Issawiya

The Israeli occupation authority (IOA) forced a Jerusalemite citizen to demolish his own house in

Issawiya district on Saturday at the pretext of unlicensed construction.

According to local sources, the Israeli municipality forced a citizen from the family of Jadallah in the

east Jerusalem district of Issawiya to knock down his house to avoid paying it an exorbitant amount of

money in fines and demolition expenses.

Umm Samer Jadallah said that the house belonged to her young grandson, who had built it to live with

his would-be wife, adding that the family tried to have the house licensed and prevent its demolition, but

to no avail.

Last July, the IOA carried out 76 demolition measures against Palestinian homes in east Jerusalem. 10

owners of those houses were forced to carry out the measures at their own expenses.

The IOA also bulldozed Palestinian-owned lands in east Jerusalem four times during the same month.

Hundreds of Jerusalemite homes are threatened with demolition or appropriation as part of Israel’s

Judaization plans in the occupied holy city.

The Jerusalemites have no choice but to build without licenses because there are no structural maps that

respond to the natural increase in their numbers.

The IOA also imposes building restrictions on the Palestinian natives in east Jerusalem and makes it hard

for them to obtain construction licenses.

Israel’s systematic demolition of Palestinian homes in the holy city is believed to be aimed at

psychologically destroying the Jerusalemite families in an attempt to force them to move from the city.
The Palestinian Information Center 17-8-2024
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Israeli settlers seize Palestinian building in Silwan

A group of Jewish settlers seized a residential building in the Batn al-Hawa neighborhood in Silwan
town, south of Occupied Jerusalem, on Thursday.
Settlers from the “Ateret Cohanim” association seized the Shehadeh family’s building consisting of 5
apartments, claiming that Jews own its land since 1881.
The settlers seized the building after the Israeli Supreme Court rejected the appeal filed by the Shehadeh
family against the confiscation order.
During the settlers’ incursion into the building, the Israeli police forces closed all roads leading to the
Shehadeh family building, and attacked members of the Shehadeh family amid a heavy fire of sound
bombs.
An Israeli court earlier issued a decision to displace four Palestinian families from the Batn al-Hawa
neighborhood in Silwan, based on the claim of the “Ateret Cohanim” settlement association that 5
dunums and 200 square meters of the neighborhood’s lands have belonged to Jews since 1881.

The Palestinian Information Center 15-8-2024
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40,000 Palestinians perform Friday prayer at Aqsa

Tens of thousands of Palestinian worshipers performed Friday prayer at the Agsa Mosque in Occupied
Jerusalem, despite Israeli restrictions.
According to the Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem, around 40,000 Muslims performed the
Friday prayer at the holy shrine.
A heavy contingent of Israeli police was deployed at the entrances, surroundings, and alleys of the city,
as well as at the external gates of the Mosque.
Israeli authorities also imposed more restrictions on West Bankers’ entry to the Aqsa Mosque compound.
Earlier Friday, thousands of Jerusalemites performed the Fajr prayer at the Aqsa Mosque despite the
Israeli security restrictions at its gates.

The Palestinian Information Center 16-8-2024
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