S )

Gl

Yevg-1989

vl (yadsist AnS ULl dis Lyl
doladl Lo

RO é’gg,L,_v’j

Vo asmll = YaYE[A[YY sl

@) https://www.rcja.org.jo ﬁ https://www.facebook.com/rcjajo https://www.youtube.com/rcjajordan



'Y
'Y

\Y
\Y

Vo

1

YA

dwlew 0954
Otebdaadall (Ll aloso clllaiida wldg Aoyl cilyas s ®
Oplall (e dmyls Ayt gy Jilyu) : ulall @
ovai¥l amad] Byl 655 3
00J) ad¥l uzxudl 31>l (83 3 @
B3e &lusl s G dda wlall dpnsll doed Sy O3l aad¥I" 5,5y 00 5, S g °
Slelaiel
a8zl O gaceidy u:’)“-’i‘“‘l‘ Sl @
ool § &yl uliiag Wi putr SN ulgs @
Silelusel /JTDLES

J%Y‘QwéﬁﬁjsiVmedimd}q\. °

o)l (ol 815 g il @
Sldlas
winllly Lol pulya Sleddly yaige § LA easll o g54" @
dope oyl
dayll St o disloms cllllns . 0as¥l amall Bl 5,53 3 @
Lorse Ape o)
W 2a il dass ]l @
¢ olex caale 38,8017 o) (Srlss saliins JoB Busmy gl @il (e @
WAL (PRPES |

King meets political, media figures, says regional challenges will not hinder 21
modernisation

Dozens of Israeli settlers storm into Jerusalem’s Aqsa mosque 21
Israel aims to isolate Bethlehem, expel Palestinian Christians with new 22
settlement plan

IOA demolishes Palestinian home, commercial facilities in Jerusalem 23
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regional challenges will not hinder modernization

King says Jordan will not accept having region’s future hostage to extremist Israeli government's policies.
His Majesty King Abdullah on Tuesday reaffirmed that Jordan is steadfastly moving forward with
political, economic, and administrative modernization and will not be hindered by regional challenges.
During a meeting with political and media figures at Al Husseiniya Palace, His Majesty spoke about the
importance of the constitutional requirement represented by the upcoming parliamentary elections,
highlighting the need to continue the political modernization process, in order to reach a more mature
partisan stage, according to a Royal Court statement.
In the same context, the King stressed that ensuring the success of modernization is everyone’s
responsibility—the state creates the conducive environment, parties present realistic platforms, and
citizens vote for the most qualified candidates.
Turning to regional developments, His Majesty stressed that Jordan will not accept having the region’s
future hostage to the policies of the extremist Israeli government, the statement said.
The King highlighted Jordan’s efforts to reach comprehensive calm in the region, renewing his call on
the international community to step up efforts in order to end the war on Gaza and unilateral measures
in the West Bank, especially in Jerusalem and Al Agsa Mosque/Al Haram Al Sharif, to avoid spiraling
into a regional war.
His Majesty reiterated Jordan’s absolute rejection of attempts to forcibly displace Palestinians in the
West Bank and Gaza, reaffirming that the Kingdom will not allow any regional escalation to come at the
expense of its people and their safety and security.
His Majesty also stressed the important role of politicians and media professionals in presenting facts
and countering any attempts to spread rumours that undermine Jordan and its efforts.
For their part, the attendees stressed that Jordan’s continuous efforts towards the Palestinians, led by the
King, are a source of pride for all Jordanians, noting the humanitarian aid provided by Jordan to Gazans.
They also highlighted Jordan’s diplomatic efforts in pushing towards stopping the war on Gaza, and
calling on the international community to increase humanitarian aid to the Strip and ensure its unimpeded
flow, stressing the need to counter any attempts to undermine or question Jordan's stances.
Royal Hashemite Court Chief Yousef Issawi, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadi, and Director of the Office of His Majesty Jafar Hassan attended the meeting.

Jordan Times 20-8-2024
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Dozens of Israeli settlers' storm into Jerusalem’s Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of Israeli settlers Tuesday morning stormed into Al-Agsa Mosque compound in occupied
Jerusalem.

The Palestinian Wafa Agency reported that dozens of settlers rided Al-Aqgsa courtyards under the
protection of Israeli occupation forces and conducted provocative tours there.

During the incursion, Israeli forces-imposed restrictions on the entry of Palestinian worshippers to the
mosque.

Additionally, Israeli forces intensified the restrictions at the gates of the Old City, effectively turning
the area into a military zone.

Syrian Arab News Agency 20-8-2024
* k% %

Y



Israel aims to isolate Bethlehem, expel Palestinian Christians with new settlement plan

‘Smotrich's decision aims to connect Al-Mahrur, Battir, Velece and Jerusalem and create a continuous
residential area. If this happens, Bethlehem will be isolated from other areas,’ says activist.

Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich has announced plans for the establishment of a new settlement
in Bethlehem in the southern part of the occupied West Bank on land seized from Palestinians.
Through this, Tel Aviv aims to geographically connect the illegal Gush Etzion settlement to Jerusalem.
In a statement posted on his X account on Aug. 14, Smotrich claimed that “connecting Gush Etzion to
Jerusalem is a national duty.”

He said the new settlement, which will be called “Nahal Heletz,” will be located inside Gush Etzion.
Land outside ‘Blue Line’ likely to be included

In the occupied Palestinian territories, the Israeli army's civil administration also announced that it had
unilaterally declared the “Blue Line” — borders that define the boundaries of the settlement area -- as
Israeli land.

According to the Israeli NGO Peace Now, the Blue Line must be updated before a construction plan can
be approved. Pointing to the fragmented and irregular shape of the Blue Line and the difficulties of
building settlements in such an area, the organization said that based on past experiences, it is highly
likely that land outside the Blue Line will be included in the settlement and Palestinians will be denied
access to it.

Additionally, part of the area in the new settlement plan announced by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Smotrich is protected as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and the plan advances de facto
annexation in defiance of the UNESCO Convention to which Israel is a party.

According to Peace Now, the new settlement in Nahal Heletz will create an isolated area deep inside the
Palestinian territories and will inevitably increase frictions and security challenges.

Christian presence in area at risk

“The Israelis are destroying one of the last Christian strongholds in the West Bank, where I have chosen
to stay while researching the Palestinian presence in the Holy Land. This is incredible ancient history.
The cradle of Christianity and the people here are descendants of Christians from the time of Jesus Christ.
Why is no one reporting on this?”” said historian William Dalrymple.

Pointing to Smotrich's announcement of a new settlement to be built in the Al-Mahrur Valley on land
that will be seized from Palestinians, Dalrymple said that Israeli settlers tried to seize it, but the
Palestinians resisted, adding “this is one of the last Christian villages in the region.”

According to data released by the Palestinian Authority's population administration, the Christian
population in Palestine declined from 70,000 in 1922 to 47,000 in 2017.

Palestinian family resists Israeli annexation plans

The Christian Kisiyye family, residents of Al-Mahrur Valley near the UNESCO World Heritage site of
Nahal Heletz, are fighting against Israel's colonial activities.

In 2019, Israeli authorities demolished the family's homes and businesses in Al-Mahrur Valley. In July,
Israelis arrived and built an illegal shack-like structure on the family's land. This raised the threat of land
grabbing in the surrounding area.

The Israelis built a fence around the area and tried to build in the area. When the Palestinian family, with
the participation of activists, tried to resist the Israelis attempting to seize their land, Israeli soldiers
arrived and drove them away.

Alis Kisiyye, who owns land in Al-Mahrur Valley, said that despite a ruling of the Central Court in
Jerusalem that the land belongs to them, the Israelis, using their influence in the region and with the
support of Smotrich, sent underage Israelis under the protection of the Israeli army to the area and evicted
the family.
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“We are an ordinary family, and we proved in court that we own this land through the power of faith, but
they are trying to displace the people through force and usurpers. But we are determined to protect our
land,” she said.

Noting that the land consisting of Battir, Al-Walaja and Al-Mahrur is a UNESCO World Heritage Site
and that people have vineyards and gardens there, Kisiyye called on the owners of these lands, which are
in danger of being usurped, saying “now is the time to unite against these colonial settlement activities.”
Isolating Bethlehem

Anti-settlement activist Jamil Kassas pointed out that the decision to build a new settlement aims to
connect the illegal settlement of Gush Etzion to Jerusalem and seize more Palestinian land.

“Smotrich's decision aims to connect Al-Mahrur, Battir, Velece and Jerusalem and create an
uninterrupted settlement in a straight line. If this happens, Bethlehem will be isolated from other areas.”
Emphasizing that the Israeli government is a “usurper and colonialist” government, Kassas said the
policy of usurpation works as “first confiscating 1-2 acres, then expanding this area,” and then the lands
are fenced off and declared closed military zones and the Palestinians are cut off from their lands.

“Everyone must defend their land. Land means life for Palestinians,” Kassas added.

Anadolu Agency 20-8-2024
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IOA demolishes Palestinian home, commercial facilities in Jerusalem

The Israeli occupation authority (IOA) razed a Palestinian home and commercial facilities in Wadi Al-
Jouz neighborhood in Jerusalem on Tuesday morning.
Eyewitnesses reported the Israeli police forces closed the main street leading to the industrial area in the
neighborhood before starting the demolition of a house belonging to Ja’bari family and a store for the
Dandis family.
The police forces also razed a sports club and an automobile repair shop owned by the Ashur family.
Citizens said that they had obtained court orders blocking demolition of their facilities but were shocked
by the IOA bulldozers razing them this morning.

The Palestinian Information Center 20-8-2024
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