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Jordan Urges U.S. Action Against Israeli Violations in West Bank and

Jerusalem

In a recent phone call with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Jordanian Foreign Minister
Ayman Safadi emphasized the urgent need for “effective, practical steps” to halt Israeli violations in
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem.
Safadi underscored the importance of stopping all illegal Israeli actions in the region, particularly
those that undermine the historical and legal status quo at Islamic and Christian holy sites in occupied
Jerusalem.
In addition, Safadi affirmed that Jordan is committed to taking all necessary measures to protect these
sacred sites, including pursuing legal action in international courts.
He also described the attacks on these sites as a blatant violation of international law and a dangerous
escalation that Jordan is prepared to confront by all available means.
In response, Blinken reiterated the U.S. stance on the importance of respecting the historical status
quo of the holy sites.

Days of Palestine 21-8-2024
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OIC calls for preserving historical status of Jerusalem

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) stressed the need to preserve the legal and historical
status of Islamic and Christian holy sites in the occupied city of Jerusalem, especially the holy Al-
Aqgsa Mosque in its entire area of 144 dunums, as an exclusive place of worship for Muslims only.
"On the occasion of the 55th anniversary of the attempt to burn the holy Al-Agsa Mosque, the city of
Jerusalem, the capital of the State of Palestine, is an integral part of the Palestinian territory occupied
in 1967," the OIC said in a statement on Wednesday, rejecting any measures or decisions aimed at
changing its geographical or demographic character, as well as any attempts to impose alleged Israeli
sovereignty over this city and its holy sites.

The OIC called on the international community, especially the UN Security Council, to assume its
responsibilities to put an end to the ongoing aggression on the Gaza Strip, end the Israeli colonial
occupation and settlement, enable the Palestinian people to restore their legitimate rights, including

AR



their right to return, and materialize the establishment of their independent state on the borders of
June 4, 1967, with East Jerusalem as its capital, based on the relevant UN resolutions.
Jordan News Agency 21-8-2024
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Al-Agsa Mosque still under threat on 55th anniversary of arson attack
55 years after the arson attack of 1969, the Al-Agsa Mosque remains under threat from continued
settler violence and Israeli raids.
The Council of Endowments, Islamic Affairs and Holy Sites in Jerusalem marked on Wednesday the
55th anniversary of the 1969 arson attack on the Al-Aqsa Mosque, warning that the crime's outcome
was "still continuing" today, in reference to the numerous raids and attacks carried out by settlers, the
army and politicians on the holy site.
The council called the events of 1969 a "heinous crime", with "arsons continuing to this day in forms
and dimensions that are no less dangerous in harming the message and identity of the blessed Al-
Aqsa Mosque".
It also denounced those "with an extremist mentality calling for destruction, arson, and demolition
through successive series of daily incursions by extremist Jewish groups".
What happened in 1969?
Fifty-five years ago, an Australian man living in Israel set fire to the Al-Aqsa Mosque, in an incident
described as plunging the Middle East into its "worst crisis" since the Arab-Israeli war in 1967.
Denis Michael Rohan set the mosque’s pulpit ablaze, completely destroying the 12th-century minbar.
The pulpit, then commissioned by Nur ad-Din, the Atabeg of Aleppo, was considered among the
Muslim world's finest pieces of architecture.
At 6 a.m. on 21 August, Rohan walked through the Bani Ghanim gate carrying a water bottle and two
containers filled with benzene and kerosene. He then entered the mosque around an hour later and
placed the containers at the bottom of the pulpit.
He had also placed a kerosene-soaked woollen scarf on one end of the containers, and the other at the
footsteps of the pulpit. He then set the scarf alight and escaped.
Smoke emanating from the mosque was visible all over Jerusalem, media reported at the time.
The attack destroyed the Al-Agsa Mosque's pulpit, as well as southern and southeastern parts of the
mosque.
The incident provoked outrage within the Muslim world, leading to protests and riots across the
region, with many Palestinian Muslims believing that the incident was part of a "wider Israeli plot"
to sow tensions and that Israeli authorities did not react harshly enough with Rohan's sentencing.
Rohan, a Christian, believed he was chosen to carry out the destruction of the mosque upon "divine
instruction", in a bid to allow the Jews of Israel to build the 'Third Temple' on the mosque’s location,
which would then enable the "second coming" of Jesus.
He thought that the mosque was "interfering with the coming of Christ and the Messiah".
During his trial, Rohan said that "God wanted him to build the new temple, and that he was set to
become the king of Jerusalem", Israel news site Ynet said in 2017.
"Yep, I lit the fire in the Al-Agsa Mosque. I am a descendant of the family of King David, and the
queen of England is a relative of mine." He stated that he received a "sign from God" which told him
to burn the mosque.
The attack also happened two years after Israel annexed east Jerusalem seeking its control, in a move
deemed illegal by the UN Security Council. The move also came as Israel occupied East Jerusalem
in 1967.
Rohan, an Australian shearer who had been living in Jerusalem for six months prior, was arrested two
days after the attack by Israeli police, before being tried and declared "insane". He was then deported
to Australia in 1974 on "humanitarian grounds", so he could seek "psychiatric help" with his family
nearby.
He had already attempted to set fire to the mosque 10 days before the incident, on August 11, by
pouring kerosene through the keyhole of the southeast gate, though his attempt failed.
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Speaking to The New Arab, researcher and writer Nawaf Zaho said Rohan "would not have committed
his criminal act if the destructive, right-wing Zionist mentality had not been revealed very early,
especially after the aggression and occupation in 1967".
Zaho gave an example of when General Rabbi Shlomo Goren, the then-chief rabbi of the Israeli army
told Commander Uzi Narkiss that he was "working to blow up the [Dome of the] Rock and Al-Agsa
Mosque to 'get rid of them once and for all".
"Between the burning of Al-Agsa and today, unless everyone rises in favour of saving Jerusalem, Al-
Agsa, and Palestine, [Israel] will never stop swallowing up the city and its Islamic and Christian
sanctities".
The Council, and Palestinians in general, believe that such attacks and policies are part of Israel's
attempts at the "Judaisation" of Jerusalem, in a bid to erase its Muslim and Christian character to
make way for a more Jewish one.
Temple Mount as a justification for attacks
The so-called Third Temple is thought to have been built in ancient times, according to the Book of
Zechariah, and is a sentiment echoed by Israeli extremists today, who seek to destroy the Islamic site
and make way for the "Temple".
Many extremist Israelis refer to the area Temple Mount, including far-right minister Itamar Ben-Gvir,
using it as a "pretext" to raid the mosque and its compound.
Additionally, excavations and archaeologists around the mosque have failed to find evidence over the
years that the temple existed, contrary to what some Israelis claim.
Decades later, the Al-Agsa Mosque remains a point of contention between Palestinians and right-
wing Israelis, who have enforced laws reducing Muslim access to the site via increased checkpoints
and less valid permits.
The Israeli government has also decreased access to the mosque and compound during the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan, with the likes of Ben-Gvir encouraging raids during Jewish holidays.
Raids on the mosque are commonplace, with Israelis often raising Israeli flags and shouting
provocative statements in a bid to provoke Palestinian worshippers.
Despite such aggressions, the Al-Agsa Mosque and its compound have remained emblematic symbols
of Palestinian identity and resistance.

The New Arab 21-8-2024
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Colonists storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

On Wednesday, settlers stormed the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque in the occupied city of Jerusalem, under
the protection of the Israeli occupation police, and performed Talmudic rituals.
According to eyewitnesses, settlers stormed the mosque in successive groups, while the occupation
police turned the Old City of Jerusalem into a military barracks, and deployed hundreds of its
members at the gates of Al-Agsa Mosque.The occupation authorities tightened their military
measures at the gates of the Old City and imposed restrictions on the entry of worshipers.

WAFA 21-8-2024
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Israeli forces bulldoze foundation of a house northeast of Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces razed the foundations of a house under construction in the town of Anata,
northeast of Jerusalem.
Local sources reported that the occupation forces stormed the town's Salam neighborhood and
bulldozed the foundations of the house.
According to the Jerusalem Governorate, the occupation has carried out 286 demolition operations in
the city of Jerusalem and its towns since the start of the Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip on
October 7.

WAFA 21-8-2024
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