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e EU condemns Israeli plans to build thousands of housing units in
illegal West Bank settlements
e Israel endorses the building of 4,000 new settlement units

e Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem say Israel wants to empty an Old

City school and turn it into a settlement
e Israeli Soldiers Abduct Three Palestinians In Jerusalem
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EU condemns Israeli plans to build thousands of housing units in illegal West
Bank settlements

The European Union yesterday condemned approval by the Israeli occupation authorities of
plans for advancing more than 7,000 housing units in illegal settlements across the occupied
West Bank, according to a statement by Nabila Massrali, EU Spokesperson for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy.“This exceeds the total number advanced during all of 2022, which was a
record year in terms of illegal settlement expansion,” said Massrali, adding, “The EU reiterates
its position that settlements are illegal under international law.”The EU also renewed its call on
the Israeli occupation authorities “to halt settlement construction and to reverse these latest
decisions as a matter of urgency.”The Israeli newspaper Haaretz said yesterday that the Higher
Council for Planning and Building in the Settlements advanced on Wednesday the construction
of 3,000 housing units, and followed it with an additional 4,000 units advanced the next day,
including units that were already built but just got approval, to put the total number of units
approved for the settlements in the West Bank in the past two days at 7,287, compared to 4,427
units that were approved in 2022.

WAFA 25-2-2023
e

Israel endorses the building of 4,000 new settlement units

The Israeli supreme council for planning and building has passed final approval for the
construction of 4,000 settlement units in the occupied West Bank and Jerusalem.According to
the Israeli newspaper Haaretz, the council met again on Thursday and approved the building of
4,000 settlement units after 3,000 units were approved on Wednesday.The newspaper added that
the building of 7,287 settlement units was approved in two days, pointing out that this is the
largest number of settlement units that has been approved since 2021.1t underlined that the
council would discuss legalizing settlement outposts retroactively. The settlements in which new
settlement units will be built are Ma'ale Adumim, Kokhav Ya'akov, Giv'at Ze'ev, Ma'ale Amos,
and Eliezer.

The Palestinian Information Center 24-2-2023
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Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem say Israel wants to empty an Old City
school and turn it into a settlement

Families of students at three schools in occupied East Jerusalem held a protest today at the
schools against Israeli plans to evacuate one school in order to turn it into a settlement while
merging its students into other schools.Parents of students at al-Qadesiya school, located near
Herod’s Gate, one of the main gates of the Old City, said they are going to oppose evacuating
their children from their school and moving them to other schools in the Old City.Ahmad Safadsi,
a local activist, said Israel wants to turn al-Qadesiya school into a settlement.He said if this is
allowed to happen, then other Palestinian schools in the Old City will eventually be turned into
settlements since they are run by the Israeli municipality and Ministry of Education.Parents at
two other Old City schools, al-Omariya and al-Moulawiya, also held a protest at their schools
against merging the students saying this will create overcrowding in the classrooms, which
makes it difficult for their children to get proper education and for the teachers to interact with
all the students.

WAFA 25-2-2023
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Israeli Soldiers Abduct Three Palestinians In Jerusalem

On Friday, Israeli soldiers abducted three Palestinians from occupied Jerusalem in the West
Bank and installed roadblocks on all alleys and streets leading to the Al-Aqsa Mosque.
Media sources said the soldiers stopped two young men, whose names remained unknown at the
time of this report, in the Bab Al-Amoud area and interrogated them before abducting and
moving them to a nearby police facility.The sources added that the soldiers stopped another
young man near Bab Al-Asbat Gate and repeatedly assaulted him before abducting him.
The three Palestinians were taken prisoner amidst a series of violations against hundreds of
worshippers trying to reach Al-Aqsa Mosque for Friday prayers.The soldiers interrogated dozens
of Palestinians, especially young men, and examined their ID cards at several gates leading to the
holy site.

International Middle East Media Center 24-2-2023
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