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"Israel is dragging the region to violence," says Presidential
spokesperson
Hamas praises pro-Palestine stances taken at UNSC meeting

474 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque under police guard
Israeli police storm Jerusalem’s Bab al-Rahma prayer area
IOF blocks roads, tightens security measures in W. Bank

As Israel celebrates its creation, Palestinians mark their
dispossession

Israeli settlers and soldiers uproot dozens of Palestinian-owned
trees, raze land to benefit settlements
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"Israel is dragging the region to violence," says Presidential spokesperson
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RAMALLAH, Wednesday, April 26, 2023 (WAFA) — The official spokesman for the presidency
Nabil Abu Rudeineh said that the Israeli occupation authorities are dragging the region into a
square of violence, escalation, tension and instability, through its insistence on continuing the
policy of collective punishment, killing, attacks on al-Aqsa Mosque, continuing Israeli settlers'
terrorism against Palestinians under protection from the Israeli forces.

Abu Rudeineh added that extremist settlers' storming of al-Agsa Mosque and raising the
occupation flag in its courtyards as well as storming of the occupation police into Bab Al-Rahma
chapel and damaging the electricity power grids inside it, confirms that the extremist Israeli
government is looking for ways to escalate the situation, holding it responsible for these
dangerous policies seeking to destroy any regional or international effort to provide stability and
prevent the deterioration of the situation.

He stressed that Palestinian people won't allow the occupation authorities to harm with the al-
Agsa Mosque, and that the ongoing attacks on Bab Al-Rahma's prayer area in al-Agsa Mosque
are 'playing with fire', as it's an integral part of al-Aqsa Mosque.

He pointed out that the siege imposed on Palestinian cities as well as storming of cities, villages
and camps, are collective punishment against Palestinian people, stressing that this policy won't
bring security and stability to anyone, but will push the region to further escalation and tension.
Abu Rudeineh called on the US administration to intervene immediately to stop these dangerous
practices, and to put pressure on Israel to stop all its unilateral measures.

Wafa 26-4-2023
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Hamas praises pro-Palestine stances taken at UNSC meeting

Hamas Movement has hailed on Wednesday all positions condemning illegal Israeli settlement
activity, land annexation and assaults against Palestinian worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque.
Hamas's spokesperson Jihad Taha said that such stances taken at the UN Security Council
session, which was held Tuesday, highlighted the Israeli occupation's crimes against the
Palestinian people and their lands and holy sites.

In a press statement, Taha reaffirmed the necessity of the international community's role in
placing pressure on the fascist Israeli occupation government to put an end to its practices and
assaults against the Palestinian people.

The Hamas spokesperson called on the international community and all Arab and Muslim
nations to urgently work towards putting an end to the Israeli aggression against the Palestinian
people, especially Palestinian worshipers at places of worship.

Taha reiterated the importance of Palestinian unity to foil all settler-colonial schemes

orchestrated by Israel to seize and Judaize the Palestinian lands and holy sites.

The Palestinian Information Center 26-4-2023
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474 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque under police guard

Hundreds of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Agsa Mosque in Occupied
Jerusalem on Wednesday morning and later in the afternoon.
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According to al-Qastal News website, at least 474 settlers escorted by police
officers entered the Mosque in groups through its Maghariba Gate and toured its
courtyards.

During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis
about the alleged temple mount, and a number of them performed Talmudic
prayers in the eastern area of the Mosque.

Some of those settlers also carried out different provocative practices, such as
stretching out their bodies on the ground during their tours inside the Mosque and
raising an Israeli flag.

Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police continued to tighten their restrictions on
the entry of Muslim worshipers, especially young men and women, to the Mosque
in the morning, prevented many of them from entering the holy site and expelled
others from its courtyards.

The Palestinian Information Center 26-4-2023

*hk

Israeli police storm Jerusalem’s Bab al-Rahma prayer area

JERUSALEM, Wednesday, April 26, 2023 (WAFA) — Israeli police today raided
Bab al-Rahma prayer area for the fourth day in a row and carried out inspection
operations inside its yards.

Last night, the forces raided Bab al-Rahma prayer area and confiscated the 1D
cards of worshippers.

The police broke into the prayer area last Saturday and Monday and damaged the
electrical power grid of Bab al-Rahmeh prayer area.

Wafa 26-4-2023
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IOF blocks roads, tightens security measures in W. Bank
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The Israeli occupation forces (IOF) closed on Wednesday roads and tightened their security
measures at checkpoints in the West Bank, while a horde of extremist Jewish settlers rallied in
the northern Jordanian Valley and chanted racist slogans.

According to local sources, the IOF intensified its presence on the road between Jenin and
Nablus and closed the entrances of Burqa town, al-Massoudiya area and some side roads leading
to them, while a number of settlers spread in the same area.

In northern Ramallah, Israeli forces closed the junction of Eyoun al-Haramiya and prevented
Palestinian vehicles from traveling on the road that connects Ramallah with Nablus.

The IOF also stormed last night Attara town in northern Ramallah and kidnaped a young man
from his home. He was reportedly released later.

On Tuesday, the IOF closed several roads in northern Ramallah after a Jewish settler was injured
in a shooting operation on Road 60 near the illegal settlement of Ofra.

In a separate incident, dozens of settlers rallied at the military checkpoint of al-Hamra in the
northern Jordan Valley, where they chanted racist slurs against the Palestinians.

The Palestinian Information Center 26-4-2023
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As Israel celebrates its creation, Palestinians mark their dispossession

NAZARETH, Wednesday, April 26, 2023 (WAFA) — While Israel today celebrated 75 years of
its creation, Palestinians in Israel commemorated 75 years of their dispossession and what is
known as the Nakba, or catastrophe.

Thousands of Palestinians in Israel took part today in what they called the March of Return
which took them to villages they were forced out from in 1948 when Israel was created on their
land and in their homes.

One of these villages was Lajjun, in northern Palestine, which was ethnically cleansed by the
Jewish Haganah gangs in May 1948 and today Kibbutz Megiddo sits on the village’s land.
Marchers carried the Palestinian flags and brandished names of the villages they were forced to
leave and became abandoned since then as they were banned by the Israeli authorities from
returning to their villages.

Usually, the Palestinians commemorate the Nakba on May 15, when hundreds of thousands of
the indigenous Arab population were forced out of their villages, towns and cities at gunpoint
when Britain ended its mandate over Palestine and turned over the Arab land to the Jewish
emigrants leaving its poorly-armed native Palestinian citizens an easy prey to the well-armed
Jewish settlers and gangs.

However, since Isracl marks its creation according to the Hebrew calendar, which coincided
today, the Palestinians also decided to mark their dispersion at the same time the Israelis
celebrate the creation of their state to remind them that Israel was created at the expense of
Palestine’s indigenous Arab population.

Wafa 26-4-2023
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Israeli settlers and soldiers uproot dozens of Palestinian-owned trees, raze
land to benefit settlements
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BETHLEHEM/SALFIT, Wednesday, April 26, 2023 (WAFA) — Israeli settlers and
soldiers today uprooted dozens of trees and razed land in different parts of the
occupied West Bank for the benefit of illegal Jewish settlements.

In the town of al-Khader, south of the southern West Bank city of Bethlehem,
settlers uprooted around 100 grapevine plants in a privately-owned Palestinian land
located near the illegal settlement of Sedi Boaz, west of al-Khader, Ibrahim Mousa,
mayor of al-Khader, told WAFA.

In the north of the West Bank, Israeli army bulldozers leveled land today in the
village of Haris, west of Salfit, and uprooted dozens of olive trees, said the head of
Haris village council, Omar Samara.

He said the bulldozers have been razing village land for the benefit of the Israeli
water company, Mekorot, to extend water lines to the illegal settlements in that
area.

He said this project is costing local landowners heavily because it destroys
agricultural land in addition to uprooting dozens of olive trees, which are an
important source of income for many Palestinian households.
Wafa 26-4-2023
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