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FM, Greek counterpart hold talks in Athens

Alleging incitement: an indictment against the preacher of Al-Aqsa
Mosque, Sheikh Ikrimah Sabri

Illegal Israeli settlers storm into Al-Aqsa Mosque complex, perform
Talmudic rituals

IOF carries out 21 demolition operations in West Bank, Jerusalem
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FM, Greek counterpart hold talks in Athens

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, Ayman Safadi, met in Athens on
Wednesday with his Greek counterpart, Foreign Minister Giorgos Gerapetritis, and discussed bilateral relations
and ways to develop them in various fields, as well as efforts to stop the aggression on the Gaza Strip and end the
worsening humanitarian disaster it is causing.

In a joint press conference held by the two ministers after the meeting, Safadi emphasized the deep-rooted
partnership between Jordan and Greece, and the shared keenness to develop them, maintain consultation and take
joint action to strengthen partnership and create a regional environment that provides security, safety, stability,
development and achievement for the peoples of the region and the two friendly countries.

Safadi underlined the importance of the existing mutual cooperation and within the framework of the trilateral
cooperation mechanism between Jordan, Greece and Cyprus, which His Majesty the King and the leaders in
Cyprus and Greece are keen to develop continuously.

"We are partners and we want to achieve the same goals; we want to develop our bilateral relations and build on
this solid partnership rooted in decades of joint work, shared values and a common concern to serve the interests
of our two countries and peoples, as well as within the framework of joint work to build security, peace and
stability in our region," he said.

"We are in the same neighborhood; what happens in our region affects Greece and what happens here is affects
us, and any threat to security and stability in either of our regions is a common threat to us, hence the keenness to
maintain consultations and work together to strengthen partnership and think together about how to create a
regional environment that provides security, safety, stability, development and achievement for our peoples and
countries," Safadi added.

"The trilateral cooperation mechanism between Jordan, Cyprus, and Greece is a practical mechanism through
which we have been able to achieve clear achievements in enhancing economic, tourism, investment, trade,
cultural, and security cooperation, and we look forward to more cooperation and finding larger and more spacious
spaces to build on these relations," Safadi noted.

"I agree with what my Greek counterpart said that the relations between our two regions go back thousands of
years of partnership and these relations are based on human values, mutual respect, and in recent history also our
relations are based on the need to respect international law, respect the UN Charter, and respect common human
values, but all these values are now being violated as a result of the brutal Israeli aggression on Gaza, 264 days of
brutal aggression that destroyed an entire society, displaced more than two-thirds of the population, killed more
than 39 thousand people, 70% of them children and women, destroyed schools, hospitals, and mosques. This is a
brutal aggression that will not achieve security for Israel and will not achieve security for the Palestinian people,"
Safadi explained.

"The path to this is the two-state solution that embodies an independent, sovereign Palestinian state with Jerusalem
as its capital on the June 4, 1967 lines, to live in security and peace alongside Israel," he said.

"This war must stop, and what Israel is doing, killing children, destroying schools, destroying international law,
and destroying the credibility of all international institutions is a harm and a crime that must stop," Safadi added.
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He pointed out that the humanitarian situation is increasingly catastrophic, as the Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) report was released yesterday and showed that 96 percent of Gaza's population suffers from
unacceptable humanitarian conditions, and that the United Nations and its organizations are unable to distribute
food and medicine.

"Israel is not only preventing food, medicine, water, and services from reaching Gaza, but also preventing UN
organizations from delivering what little aid there is to those in need in Gaza," he said.

He underscored that "this war must stop. Its continuation shows a flawed failure in the institutions of joint
international action, and in our collective ability to stop war crimes that have been proven by all reports issued by
independent organizations; war crimes that violate international law. Israel is now a rogue state that has been
blacklisted among countries that kill and violate the rights of children, and the International Court of Justice
demands that it stop its war and stop measures that violate international law."

"The International Court of Justice is now considering the possibility that Isracl may have committed genocide,
all of this says that we cannot remain silent about what is happening, and we in Jordan and the Arab region certainly
all want a just and comprehensive peace, but we all believe that the path of this peace is what we agreed upon in
Greece, in the European Union, and even in the United States: that its path is the two-state solution, but Israel is
undermining this solution," Safadi added.

"There is a partner for peace in the Arab world, but the truth is that there is no Israeli partner for peace, and now
we are dealing with the most extremist government, which continues its aggression on Gaza, in using starvation
as a weapon, and in destroying the infrastructure in Gaza, and there is also another war waged by Israel in the
West Bank, where settlement continues, and settler terrorism continues against Palestinians, where attacks on
Islamic and Christian holy sites continue," he said.

"I mentioned to his excellency the role of Jordan in protecting Islamic and Christian holy sites based on the
historical Hashemite custodianship over these holy sites, and we see what is happening against these holy sites,
not only an attack on Islamic holy sites, but also on Christian holy sites, clerics, and confiscation of church
properties, including the Orthodox Church, and all these illegal steps push the West Bank towards explosion, and
if the situation in the West Bank explodes, we are to face a greater disaster than the disaster we are witnessing,"
Safadi further added.

"The danger of expanding the conflict regionally is worsening day by day with what we see in the escalation
against Lebanon as well, and on the Israel-Lebanon borders, and all this pushes everyone to take immediate action,
and we are ready in the Arab world to take immediate action, and we presented a joint Arab vision to a group of
Arab countries that is based on the values, principles and constants that we all believe in, starting with stopping
the aggression, passing to meet the humanitarian needs of Gaza and its reconstruction, stopping the illegal
measures that undermine the two-state solution and kill opportunities to achieve peace, ending with the
establishment of a Palestinian state to live in security and peace next to Israel," he said.

"We are ready, and we look forward to Greece and to Europe and the European Union in particular, as key partners
in this effort, and we are waiting for the European Union to form the communication committee and the working
group that we agreed upon when we met a number of Arab countries and the European Union in Brussels, to start
implementing a plan to achieve peace," Safadi emphasized.

He stressed that "Netanyahu and his extremist ministers cannot be allowed to take more measures that lead the
future of the entire region to destruction Peace must be imposed, because this Israeli government does not want
peace, and we want to work together, and we cannot allow the continuation of the catastrophic situation that we
see and is worsening daily in Gaza, and cannot allow the continuation of measures that threaten to explode the
situation in the West Bank and threaten to explode the conflict in Lebanon, and cannot allow the violation of
international law and war crimes to continue without effective international action to stop them, because the
victims of the Israeli aggression in Gaza and in the West Bank are not only the Palestinians who are displaced and
losing their hope, their lives and their schools, but the credibility of international law and the standing of our
partners in Europe, in the United States and elsewhere is another victim of this obstructive status quo, and this is
something we must act immediately to stop"

For his part, Gerapetritis expressed his country's unlimited appreciation for Jordan's position in protecting Islamic
and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, effectively and actively, and in protecting multiculturalism and religious
tolerance in a very sensitive region.
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"Jordan has been fundamentally and significantly affected by recurring regional crises, and Jordan hosts millions
of Palestinian refugees in its territory and generously and magnanimously provides a safe haven for them,"
Gerapetritis said.
"In this tragic situation in the Middle East, Jordan has been working regularly, with commitment and moderation,
to achieve peace and stability in the region and to provide humanitarian aid to Gaza, and the most important recent
initiative was to organize an international conference with Egypt and the UN Secretary General to send urgent
humanitarian aid to Gaza," Gerapetritis added.
In response to a question about the ceasefire and peace in the region, US President Joe Biden's plan, and Arab
participation in Gaza after or during the war, Safadi said: "A ceasefire is a permanent demand for us and our
partners in the international community, and therefore we support every effort aimed at reaching an exchange
agreement to reach a ceasefire, and we appreciate the efforts made by Egypt, Qatar and the United States to reach
this deal, but we all heard what the Israeli Prime Minister said two days ago that he does not want a ceasefire and
wants a temporary truce after which he continues the war, and this icontradicts with the essence of Biden's
initiative."
"We call on all parties to work towards reaching a just deal that guarantees a permanent ceasefire and the release
of all Israeli and Palestinian prisoners and detainees, as a step towards beginning to stop the humanitarian
catastrophe imposed by the aggression on Gaza," he added.
"We will not clean up after Netanyahu, we will not send troops to Gaza to replace the Israeli occupation forces,
and we will not deal with the catastrophic reality created by Netanyahu and his government and this aggression,"
Safadi said.
"We want a comprehensive plan not only to stop the war but also to reach a just, comprehensive and lasting peace
based on the two-state solution, and this basically means that any approach that deals with Gaza separately from
the rest of the occupied Palestinian territories and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, cannot be accepted,"
he emphasized.
Asked about initiatives aimed at delivering humanitarian aid to Gaza, Safadi said, "A few days ago, His Majesty
the King hosted the Call for Action: Urgent Humanitarian Response for Gaza" conference, jointly organized with
Egyptian President El Sisi and the UN Secretary-General, and at that conference there was a real assessment by
UN organizations of the challenges that prevent aid from reaching Gaza, and these challenges are multiple; the
first is that Israel prevents the entry of aid convoys adequately through many complications, and there are so-called
lists of dual-use items that Israel uses as a pretext to prevent the arrival of basic needs for Gazans, and the second
is that all land crossings must be opened for the entry of aid, and this has not happened so far, and we in the
Kingdom have dealt with this reality through airdrops and have dropped many tons of aid in cooperation with our
partners, including Greece, to meet the needs of the people. But as His Majesty the King said, this does not meet
the minimum. The first step is to open all crossings and remove all obstacles to the entry of aid, and the second
step is to ensure the delivery of this aid to those in need in Gaza, and this is not available."
"The United Nations is unable to deliver aid because it is targeted, and the protection conditions that these
organizations need are not provided by Israel. On the contrary, we have seen many UN aid convoys targeted in
Gaza, and the number of humanitarian aid workers and employees in Gaza killed by Israel exceeded 200, about
193 of them from UNRWA, so for aid to reach, the obstacles that prevent it must be removed, and this lies in
opening the crossings, bringing in enough aid, and enabling UN organizations to carry out their duty freely without
the risk of being bombed or killed," Safadi referred to the United Nations reports during the past two days.
"There is a new danger for which Israel is also responsible now, which is the collapse of order in Gaza, and Israel,
as the occupying power, is absolutely responsible for every Palestinian child who dies of hunger, or a mother who
dies for lack of medicine, or a family that loses its life because there are no hospitals for it, Israel is the occupying
power, and it is the one who prevents the delivery of aid, and the steps required of it are clear and have been stated
by UN organizations working in the field, but unfortunately these steps have not been implemented so far," he
added.
In response to a question, Safadi said, "The danger of expanding the war is real and increasing, and the only way
to prevent it is to stop the aggression on Gaza, stop the escalation against the Palestinian people in the West Bank,
reach a permanent ceasefire, respect international law, respect the UN Charter, and launch an action plan with a
specific goal, the two-state solution, with clear timelines to resolve the conflict at its roots."

Jordan News Agency 26-6-2024
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Alleging incitement: an indictment against the preacher of Al-Aqsa Mosque,

Sheikh Ikrimah Sabri

On Wednesday, the Israeli Public Prosecution filed an indictment against the preacher of the Blessed Al-Agsa
Mosque, Sheikh Ikrimah Sabri (85 years old). Due to "incitement".
During recent years, Sheikh Sabri has been repeatedly arrested, summoned for investigation, deported from Al-
Agsa Mosque and its surroundings, and banned from traveling.
His lawyer, Khaled Zabarqa, said: “The Israeli authorities submitted an indictment to the Jerusalem Magistrate
Court against Sheikh Ikrima Sabri, alleging incitement and identification with terrorism.”
He explained that "the list was presented following a speech given by Sheikh Sabri when he offered his
condolences to the martyrs of Jenin (north of the occupied West Bank), as they consider the sheikh's speech to be
an identification with terrorism," according to what was reported by the Anatolia News Agency.
Zabarqa added: "But the sheikh offered his condolences to the families of the martyrs on the death of their sons,
using the words of sympathy and condolence that everyone says."
Zabarqa stressed that submitting the indictment is “one of the types of religious war waged by the Israeli authorities
against Islamic religious concepts derived from the Holy Qur’an and the honorable Sunnah of the Prophet.”
He continued: "Therefore, Israel is combatively fighting these religious concepts, and this is unprecedented in
domestic or international criminal law."
He said: “It is implicitly known that religious concepts are always outside the discussion of the criminal law, and
it does not apply to them because they are concepts derived from faith and belief.” He stressed that "the authorities
may not criminalize religious concepts or attempt to criminalize them and place them on the table of the judicial
system."
He reported that there is "clear chaos among the Israeli authorities. Their behavior is uncontrolled, they act
hysterically and they try to strike everywhere without rationality."
According to Zabarqga, “Sheikh Ikrima Sabri is the voice of Al-Agsa Mosque, the voice of Jerusalem, and the voice
of the local and global Palestinian community, and they want to silence this voice through indictments, thinking
that they can silence him.”
He added: "But Sheikh Ikrimah Sabri is an official and legal personality who fulfills his religious, social,
intellectual and scientific role in the issue of Jerusalem, Al-Agsa and the Palestinian society as a whole."
He said: "We believe that this is a political persecution driven by extremist Israeli groups, which have become an
integral part of the government, and therefore the procedures lacked real legal considerations and were replaced
by political considerations."
Zabarqa held the Israeli authorities “fully responsible for the safety of Sheikh Sabri, because the mere submission
of the fabricated indictment against him is considered incitement to target him.”
He pointed out, "After submitting the indictment, the court will set a session to present the indictment, after which
we will take legal procedures within the corridors of the courts to refute what is contained therein."
On a daily basis, the Israeli army storms towns and cities in the occupied West Bank, raiding homes, arresting and
assaulting Palestinians and killing others, claiming that they are wanted by security forces.

Al Quds Newspaper 26-6-2024
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Illegal Israeli settlers storm into Al-Aqsa Mosque complex, perform Talmudic

rituals
Israeli forces restrict entry of worshippers to mosque.
Dozens of illegal Israeli settlers on Wednesday forced their way into the Al-Agsa Mosque complex in occupied
East Jerusalem under the protection of the Israeli security forces.
The official Palestinian news agency Wafa quoted witnesses in the mosque who said dozens of settlers broke into
the mosque in groups, made provocative tours inside and performed Talmudic rituals.
The Israeli forces imposed tightened restrictions on the entry of worshippers to the mosque, while hundreds of
Israeli forces were deployed in Jerusalem's Old City area leading to Al-Agsa Mosque, Wafa added.
Al-Agsa Mosque is the world's third-holiest site for Muslims. Jews call the area the Temple Mount, saying it was
the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.
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Palestinians hold firm to East Jerusalem, where Al-Aqsa Mosque is located, as the capital of their hoped-for state,
citing international resolutions that do not recognize Israel's occupation of the city in 1967 or its annexation in
1981.
Anadolu Agency 26-6-2024
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IOF carries out 21 demolition operations in West Bank, Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces (IOF) carried out on Wednesday 21 house demolition operations in the West Bank and
Occupied Jerusalem, in addition to a house in 1948 occupied Palestine.
The IOF demolished four houses east of the city of Jericho under the pretext of lacking construction permits.
In the town of Bitello, west of Ramallah, Israeli bulldozers knocked down a house that belongs to citizen
Muhammad Wajih Bazar, which consisted of three floors, each of which was about 200 square meters in area.
Meanwhile, Israeli municipality teams in Jerusalem demolished a house owned by the Palestinian Abu Subeih
family in Wadi Qaddum neighborhood in the town of Silwan.
In al-Khalil, the IOF razed 11 houses and other facilities for Al-Hathalin family in Um Al-Khair community in
Masafer Yatta, south of the city.
In the city of Kafr Qara, within the territories of 1948 Occupied Palestine, Israeli bulldozers demolished an under-
construction house for lacking a construction permit.
During the past month of May alone, Israeli occupation authorities carried out 47 demolition operations in the
West Bank, affecting 66 facilities, including 35 inhabited homes, five uninhabited houses, and 15 agricultural and
other facilities.
As part of the Israeli displacement and settlement plans, Israeli occupation authorities have further escalated its
home demolition and displacement policy in the West Bank, Jerusalem, and the 1948 occupied territories since
the start of the Israel bloody aggression on the Gaza Strip.

The Palestinian Information Center 26-6-2024
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