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Stopping Israeli aggression on Gaza is the priority, FM, Egyptian counterpart
emphasize

Ben-Gvir Aims to Build Synagogue at Al-Aqsa

Jordan decries far-right Israeli minister's remarks on Al Aqsa Mosque

Presidency spokesperson: Jerusalem's Aqsa Mosque 'a red line not to be tampered
with'

Israeli minister's synagogue proposal inside Al-Aqsa Mosque further inflaming
tensions, UN warns

Egypt slams Israeli minister for call to build synagogue inside Al-Aqsa Mosque
Saudi Arabia Condemns Israeli Minister’s Call to Build Synagogue at Al-Aqgsa
Mosque Compound

Qatar condemns Israeli national security minister's call to build synagogue in Al-
Aqsa Mosque site

Israeli officials increasingly concerned over Ben-Gvir’s repeated attacks on
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque

Colonists storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israeli Forces Arrest 15 Palestinians in West Bank, Including Former Prisoners
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Stopping Israeli aggression on Gaza is the priority, FM, Egyptian counterpart
emphasize

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, Ayman Safadi, and Badr
Abdelatty, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Immigration, and Egyptian Expatriates, stressed that stopping
the Israeli aggression on Gaza is the main priority that all efforts must be united to implement.

In a phone call, the two ministers stressed that reaching an immediate ceasefire is the first step towards
de-escalating the dangerous situation in the region, which could lead to a regional war.
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Safadi emphasized Jordan's support for efforts led by Egypt, Qatar and the United States to reach an
exchange deal that guarantees a permanent ceasefire, ensures humanitarian access, and allows for the
unrestricted entry of sufficient humanitarian and medical aid to all parts of the Gaza Strip and an end
to the humanitarian and health disaster there.
The two ministers also discussed the dangerous Israeli escalation in the occupied West Bank and
warned of the danger of continued Israeli violations of holy sites in Jerusalem.
They stressed the need to respect the existing legal and historical status of the holy sites and that the
holy Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-Haram Al-Sharif in its entire area of 144 dunums is an exclusive place of
worship for Muslims, and that the Department of Jerusalem Waqf and Al-Agsa Mosque Affairs of
the Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf, Islamic Affairs and Holy Places is the legal entity with exclusive
jurisdiction to manage all affairs of the Holy Mosque and regulate access to it.
The two ministers condemned in the strongest terms the extremist statements of the Israeli National
Security Minister about the establishment of a Jewish synagogue in the holy Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-
Haram Al-Sharif as a violation of international law and unacceptable incitement that requires a clear
international position to condemn and confront it.
They expressed their countries' absolute rejection of these extremist policies that seek to change the
historical and legal status of Jerusalem and its holy sites through the policy of imposing a fait
accompli.
They also affirmed Jordan's and Egypt's support for Lebanon, its security, stability and sovereignty,
and stressed the need to abide by Security Council Resolution 1701.
The two ministers urged the international community and its institutions, especially the Security
Council, to act to stop the Israeli aggression on Gaza and implement the two-state solution in
accordance with the resolutions of international legitimacy.

Jordan News Agency 26-8-2024
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Ben-Gyvir Aims to Build Synagogue at Al-Aqsa

Israel’s far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir claimed on Monday, 26 August 2024
that Jews have the right to pray at Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem.
“I would build a synagogue at the flashpoint site”, Ben-Gvir said.
“The policy allows for prayers on the Temple Mount (Al-Agsa Mosque). There is equal law for Jews
and Muslims. I would build a synagogue there,” Ben-Gvir told Israel’s Army Radio.
This is the first time for the extremist minister to openly speak about building a synagogue inside the
Al-Agsa Mosque. However, he has repeatedly called in recent months for allowing Jewish prayers at
the site.
The status quo, in place since before the 1967 Israeli occupation, designates the Islamic Wagqf in
Jerusalem, under the Jordanian minister of Awqaf and Islamic affairs, as responsible for managing
Al-Agsa Mosque, which is a place of worship for Muslims only.
However, since 2003, Israeli police have unilaterally allowed illegal settlers to enter Al-Agsa Mosque
on weekdays, excluding Fridays and Saturdays, without the approval of the Islamic Waqf.
Ben-Gvir’s frequent incursions into Al-Agsa Mosque and his statements advocating Jewish prayers
at the site have provoked a wave of condemnations from the Arab and Islamic world as well as the
international community.
Illegal settlers repeated violations of Muslim, as well as Christian, symbols as a deliberate attempt to
Judaise the occupied Jerusalem, with the progressive expulsion of the local population; the
Palestinians.

Days of Palestine 26-8-2024
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Jordan decries far-right Israeli minister's remarks on Al Aqsa Mosque

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Monday condemned far-right Israeli Minister of
National Security Itamar Ben Gvir's remarks calling for building a synagogue at the Al-Agsa
Mosque/Haram Al-Sharif compound in occupied Jerusalem.
Official spokesman of the ministry Sufian Al-Qudah said the statement is "a violation of international
law and an unacceptable provocation that requires a clear-cut international position condemning it."
He stressed the Kingdom's categorical rejection and condemnation of the statement by the extremist
Israeli minister, who "fuels extremism and endeavors to change the historical and legal status quo in
Jerusalem and its holy sites through imposing new facts and practices driven by a bigoted
exclusionary narrative."
"The holy Al-Aqsa Mosque/Al-Haram Al-Sharif, with its entire area of ??144 dunums, is a place of
worship solely for Muslims, and that the Jerusalem Waqf (endowments) of the Jordanian Ministry of
Awgqaf and Islamic Affairs, which administers the complex, is the legal entity with the exclusive
jurisdiction to manage its affairs and control entry to it," the spokesman reiterated.
The continued violations against the Al-Haram Al-Sharif and incitement by the Israeli minister are
aimed to impose a temporal and spatial division of the compound, he said, stressing that Jordan will
take all necessary measures to stop attacks on the holy sites.
The Kingdom, Al-Qudah added, will take legal action at international courts against attacks on the
holy sites, which are a clear violation of international law and a dangerous escalation that Jordan will
confront by all possible means.

Jordan News Agency 26-8-2024
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Presidency spokesperson: Jerusalem's Aqsa Mosque 'a red line not to be
tampered with'

The official spokesman for the Palestinian presidency Nabil Abu Rudeineh said that Israeli extremist
minister Iltamar Ben Gvir's calls to establish a synagogue inside al-Agsa Mosque are very dangerous,
stressing that the Palestinian people will not accept any tampering with the al-Aqgsa, which is a red
line that cannot be tampered with at all.
Abu Rudeineh added that these rejected and condemned calls to tamper with al-Aqsa Mosque are
attempts to drag the region into a religious war that will burn everyone, stressing that the area of al-
Haram al-Sharif, which is 144 dunams, belongs to Muslims only.
He called on the international community, especially the US administration, to take immediate action
to curb this extremist right-wing government and force it to abide by the legal and historical status
quo in Jerusalem.
The official spokesman for the presidency pointed out that the US political, military and financial
support is what encouraged these extremists to continue the aggression against the Palestinian people,
their land and their sanctities.
He stressed that the US bears responsibility for the war of extermination Palestinian people are being
subjected to in the Gaza Strip, and the killing, detention and destruction in the West Bank, including
Jerusalem, adding that it must force its ally Israel to stop its aggression, attacks and the terrorism of
its colonists.

WAFA 26-8-2024
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Israeli minister's synagogue proposal inside Al-Aqsa Mosque further inflaming
tensions, UN warns

'"These types of statements are highly counterproductive to say the least,’ says UN spokesman
Stephane Dujarric.
The UN on Monday denounced Israeli National Security Minister [tamar Ben-Gvir's recent remarks
on building a synagogue inside the Al-Agsa Mosque site in occupied East Jerusalem, saying they
were "highly counterproductive.”
"These types of statements are highly counterproductive, to say the least. They risk inflaming a
situation which is already bone dry," UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters in a news
conference.
Highlighting the sensitivity surrounding the status of holy sites in Jerusalem, Dujarric said that,
"There is a status quo agreed to the parties for the holy sites in Jerusalem that must be respected by
all."
He urged adherence to this agreement, in actions as well as public statements, to avoid escalating
tensions further.
Ben-Gvir claimed Monday that Jews have the right to pray at Al-Agqsa Mosque, saying that he would
build a synagogue at the flashpoint site.
It was the first time for the Israeli minister to openly speak about building a synagogue inside the Al-
Agsa Mosque. However, he has repeatedly called in recent months for allowing Jewish prayers at the
site.
His call came amid repeated incursions into the complex by illegal Israeli settlers under police
protection.
Al-Aqgsa Mosque is considered the third holiest site in Islam. Jews refer to the area as the Temple
Mount, believing it to be the location of two ancient Jewish temples.
Asked about recent reports of a senior UN official stating that UN aid operations in Gaza have been
halted after latest Israeli evacuation orders at Deir al Balah, Dujarric said UNRWA, the agency for
Palestine refugees, was able to operate as "they are embedded with the population."”
"What our senior UN official was referring to, is UN officials and UN humanitarian staff moving
about and trying to get to places (in Gaza)," he added.
Israel has continued its brutal offensive on the Gaza Strip following an attack by the Palestinian group
Hamas last Oct. 7, despite a UN Security Council resolution calling for an immediate cease-fire.
The onslaught has resulted in over 40,400 Palestinian deaths, mostly women and children, and over
93,500 injuries, according to local health authorities.
An ongoing blockade of Gaza has led to severe shortages of food, clean water and medicine, leaving
much of the region in ruins.
Israel faces accusations of genocide at the International Court of Justice, which has ordered a halt to
military operations in the southern city of Rafah, where over one million Palestinians had sought
refuge before the area was invaded on May 6.

Anadolu Agency 26-8-2024
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Egypt slams Israeli minister for call to build synagogue inside Al-Aqsa Mosque

Foreign Ministry says Ben-Gvir's statement escalates tensions, hinders Gaza cease-fire efforts.
Egypt on Monday denounced Israeli National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir for a call to build a
synagogue inside Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem, saying his statement is heightening
tension in the occupied Palestinian territories.

In a statement, the Egyptian Foreign Ministry said Israel is legally responsible for adhering to the
status quo at the Al-Agsa Mosque and preserving Islamic and Christian sanctities.

It also demanded Israecl comply with its obligations as an occupying power, and "stop such
provocative statements aimed at further escalation and tension in the region."
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The ministry added that Ben-Gvir's statement against Al-Agsa Mosque further complicates and
aggravates the situation across the Palestinian territories, and hinders efforts to reach a cease-fire in
the Gaza Strip.
The statement also said his statement poses "a great danger" to the future of the final settlement of
the Palestinian issue based on the two-state solution and the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state on the borders of June 4, 1967, with East Jerusalem as its capital.
Ben-Gvir claimed Monday that Jews have the right to pray at Al-Agsa Mosque, saying that he would
build a synagogue at the flashpoint site.
It was the first time for the Israeli minister to openly speak about building a synagogue inside the Al-
Agsa Mosque. However, he has repeatedly called in recent months for allowing Jewish prayers at the
site.
His call came amid repeated incursions into the complex by illegal Israeli settlers under police
protection.
Al-Agsa Mosque is considered the third holiest site in Islam. Jews refer to the area as the Temple
Mount, believing it to be the location of two ancient Jewish temples.
Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Aqsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. In 1980,
Israel annexed the entire city, a move that has never been recognized by the international community.
Israel has faced international condemnation over its brutal offensive on the Gaza Strip that has killed
over 40,400 people since an Oct. 7 Hamas attack, despite a UN Security Council resolution
demanding an immediate cease-fire.

Anadolu Agency 26-8-2024
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Saudi Arabia Condemns Israeli Minister’s Call to Build Synagogue at Al-Aqsa
Mosque Compound

Saudi Arabia condemned on Tuesday an Israeli minister’s call to build a synagogue at the site of the
Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem.
In a statement, the Foreign Ministry underscored the Kingdom’s "categorical rejection of these
extremist and inflammatory comments."
It rejected the ongoing "provocation of Muslims around the world, stressing the need to respect the
historical and legal standing of the Al-Agsa Mosque."
It reiterated its call on the international community "to assume its responsibilities in putting an end to
the humanitarian catastrophe unfolding in the Palestinian territories and holding Israeli officials
accountable for the ongoing violations of international laws, norms and resolutions."
Israel's hardline Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir repeated on Monday a call for Jews to be allowed
to pray at the Al-Agsa compound, drawing sharp criticism for inflaming tensions as ceasefire
negotiators seek a deal to halt fighting in Gaza.
"The policy at the Temple Mount allows praying there. Period," Ben-Gvir told an Army Radio
interviewer. "The prime minister knew when I joined the government there would not be any
discrimination. Muslims are allowed to pray and a Jew is not allowed to pray?"
Asked if he would build a synagogue on the site if he could, Ben-Gvir replied: "Yes, Yes."
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office immediately put out a statement restating the official
Israeli position, which accepts decades-old rules restricting non-Muslim prayer at the mosque
compound.
The hillside compound, in Jerusalem's Old City, is one of the most sensitive locations in the Middle
East, holy for both Muslims and Jews, and the trigger for repeated conflict.
Nabil Abu Rudeineh, spokesperson for Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas said calls to tamper
with the status of Al-Agsa appeared intended "to drag the region into a religious war that will burn
everyone".

Al Sharq Al Awsat 27-8-2024
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Qatar condemns Israeli national security minister's call to build synagogue in
Al-Aqgsa Mosque site

Doha warns of impact of Ben-Gvir's provocative statements on ongoing efforts to reach Gaza cease-
fire agreement.
Qatar on Monday strongly condemned a call by Israel's national security minister to build a synagogue
inside the site of the Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem, considering the remarks proactive
to the feelings of Muslims around the world.
In a statement, the Qatari Foreign Ministry said Itamar Ben-Gvir's call was "an extension of attempts
to change the historical and legal status of Al-Agsa Mosque."
The ministry also warned of the impact of Ben-Gvir's provocative statements "on the ongoing efforts
to reach a cease-fire agreement in the Gaza Strip."
For months, Qatar, along with the US and Egypt, has been trying to reach an agreement between
Israel and Hamas to ensure a prisoner exchange and cease-fire and allow humanitarian aid to enter
Gaza. But mediation efforts have been stalled due to Netanyahu’s refusal to meet Hamas' demands to
stop the war.
The Qatari statement stressed the need for urgent action by the international community "to deter the
(Israeli) occupation and assume its moral and legal responsibilities towards Jerusalem and its
sanctities."
Ben-Gvir claimed Monday that Jews have the right to pray at Al-Agsa Mosque, saying he would
build a synagogue at the flashpoint site.
It was the first time for the Israeli minister to openly speak about building a synagogue inside the Al-
Agsa Mosque. However, he has repeatedly called in recent months for allowing Jewish prayers at the
site.
His call came amid repeated incursions into the complex by illegal Israeli settlers under police
protection.
Al-Agsa Mosque is considered the third holiest site in Islam. Jews refer to the area as the Temple
Mount, believing it to be the location of two ancient Jewish temples.
Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Aqsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. In 1980,
Israel annexed the entire city, a move that has never been recognized by the international community.
Israel has faced international condemnation over its brutal offensive on the Gaza Strip that has killed
over 40,400 people since an Oct. 7 Hamas attack, despite a UN Security Council resolution
demanding an immediate cease-fire.

Anadolu Agency 27-8-2024
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Israeli officials increasingly concerned over Ben-Gyvir’s repeated attacks on
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque

Ben-Gvir claims that Jews have right to pray at Al-Agsa Mosque, saying he would build synagogue
at site.

Israeli government officials and opposition leaders are disgruntled with a call by far-right National
Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir on Monday to build a synagogue inside the Al-Aqsa Mosque in
occupied East Jerusalem.

The extremist minister claimed that Jews have the right to pray at Al-Aqsa Mosque, saying that he
would build a synagogue at the flashpoint site.

“The policy allows for prayers on the Temple Mount (Al-Agsa Mosque). There is equal law for Jews
and Muslims. I would build a synagogue there,” Ben-Gvir, the leader of the Jewish Power Party, told
Israel’s Army Radio.

It was the first time for the Israeli minister to openly speak about building a synagogue inside the Al-
Agsa Mosque. However, he has repeatedly called in recent months for allowing Jewish prayers at the
site.
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His call came amid repeated incursions into the complex by illegal Israeli settlers, in full view of
Israeli police who fall under the responsibility of the far-right minister.
Dangerous, irresponsible act
Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant warned against attempts to change the status quo at Al-Agsa
Mosque, terming Ben-Gvir’s call as a “dangerous, unnecessary, and irresponsible act.”
“Ben-Gvir’s actions endanger the national security of the State of Israel and its international status,”
he warned on X.
“The action carried out by the IDF (Israeli army) yesterday to curb the Hezbollah attack strengthened
the State of Israel, Ben-Gvir’s statements - weaken us,” he added.
Israeli warplanes launched dozens of airstrikes on southern Lebanon on Sunday, in the most severe
attack since cross-border attacks with Hezbollah began on Oct. 8, 2023. The Israeli army claimed that
the strikes aimed to prevent an impending Hezbollah attack.
The Lebanese group, for its part, said it launched hundreds of missiles and drones deep into Israel in
the “first phase” of its response to last month’s assassination of its senior commander Fouad Shukr
in the capital Beirut.
In response to Gallant, Ben-Gvir claimed that the defense minister “bows down to Hamas and drags
the State of Israel into an illegal deal.” He was referring to efforts to reach a cease-fire and prisoner
exchange deal with Palestinians.
“Gallant chooses to continue the destructive policy of the defeatist conception also against Hezbollah
in the north,” he said.
“Israel must bring a decisive war against Hezbollah that will remove the threat in the north and allow
the residents to return home safely,” the extremist minister said.
‘Weak’ Netanyahu
Opposition leader Yair Lapid said Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was unable to control
his government.
“The whole region sees Netanyahu's weakness against Ben-Gvir,” he said on X.
“He is unable to control the government even when it is a clear attempt to undermine our national
security. There is no policy, no strategy, no government really,” he added.
In response to Ben-Gvir's repeated calls for Jewish prayers at the site, Netanyahu’s office has claimed
that the status quo at the Al-Agsa Mosque remains unchanged.
The status quo, in place since before the 1967 Israeli occupation, designates the Islamic Wagqf in
Jerusalem, under the Jordanian minister of Awqaf and Islamic affairs, as responsible for managing
Al-Agsa Mosque, which is a place of worship for Muslims only.
However, since 2003, Israeli police have unilaterally allowed illegal settlers to enter Al-Agsa Mosque
on weekdays, excluding Fridays and Saturdays, without the approval of the Islamic Wagqf.
Bloodshed
Israeli Interior Minister Moshe Arbel warned that Ben-Gvir’s actions could lead to bloodshed in the
region.
Arbel, from the Shas Party, called on Netanyahu “to put Ben-Gvir in his place, especially regarding
what he said this morning about the Temple Mount,” according to Army Radio.
“His (Ben-Gvir's) irresponsible words endanger Israel’s strategic alliances with Islamic countries that
are part of the coalition against the Iranian axis of evil,” he said.
“His lack of intelligence could lead to bloodshed,” he warned.
Al-Aqgsa Mosque is considered the third holiest site in Islam. Jews refer to the area as the Temple
Mount, believing it to be the location of two ancient Jewish temples.
Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. In 1980,
Israel annexed the entire city, a move that has never been recognized by the international community.
Israel has faced international condemnation over its brutal offensive on the Gaza Strip that killed over
40,000 people since an Oct. 7 Hamas attack despite a UN Security Council resolution demanding an
immediate cease-fire.

Anadolu Agency 26-8-2024
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Colonists storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

On Monday, settlers stormed the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque in the occupied city of Jerusalem, under
the protection of the Israeli occupation police.
According to eyewitnesses, settlers stormed the Al-Aqgsa Mosque in successive groups, carried out
provocative tours and performed Talmudic rituals in its courtyards.
They added that the occupation police tightened their military measures in the Old City of Jerusalem
and deployed their members at the gates of Al-Agsa Mosque, and imposed restrictions on the entry
of worshipers.
Photos and videos posted by extremists on social media showed many extremists performing
Talmudic rituals on the eastern side of the Al-Agsa Mosque.
The footage and photos did not say when they were taken but were likely taken on Sunday.
On Sunday, former Israeli Knesset member Rabbi Moshe Feigl in posted on his X account photos
and videos of storming the Al-Agsa Mosque and performing Talmudic prayers there.
One photograph shows more than 10 extremists throwing their bodies on the ground on the eastern
side of the mosque in what is called "epic prostration".
In other photographs, an Israeli rabbi and children are seen repeating the same act towards the Dome
of the Rock area.
One of the videos shows Israeli police watching extremists perform Talmudic prayers without doing
anything to stop them.

WAFA 26-8-2024

%oskosk

Israeli Forces Arrest 15 Palestinians in West Bank, Including Former Prisoners

Israeli occupation forces conducted a widespread arrest campaign across the West Bank on Monday,

detaining 15 Palestinians, including several former prisoners.

The Palestinian Prisoners Society reported that among those arrested was Hassan Safadi, a former

prisoner from Nablus, who had only recently been released on July 30 after spending nine months in

administrative detention.

The arrests took place in various locations, including Nablus, Qalqilya, Hebron, Bethlehem, and

Jerusalem, added the Society.

In addition to the arrests, the Israeli forces carried out extensive raids marked by threats, abuse, and

acts of vandalism, it said.

The ongoing operations have resulted in the arrest of more than 10,200 citizens from the West Bank,

including Jerusalem, since the onset of the current genocide on the Palestinian people, it added.
Jordan News Agency 26-8-2024
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