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King, Egypt president reaffirm rejection of attempts to liquidate
Palestinian issue
Biden, Qatari emir discuss Gaza in phone call
Qatari Shura Council participates in emergency meeting of Palestine
Committee of Arab Parliament
Occupied Jerusalem: Dozens of Israeli settler's storm Al-Aqsa Mosque
Israeli settlers hang ‘donkey’s head’ on grave in East Jerusalem amid
tension

Israel: Approval of a Judaization and settlement budget worth 6.2 billion
shekels in Jerusalem
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King, Egypt president reaffirm rejection of attempts to
liquidate Palestinian issue

His Majesty King Abdullah and Egypt President Abdel Fattah El Sisi on Wednesday in Cairo
reiterated their complete rejection of all attempts to liquidate the Palestinian issue and forcibly
displace Palestinians in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

At the meeting, held at Al Ittihadiya Palace, His Majesty reaffirmed Jordan’s support for Egypt’s
firm position against any attempts to displace Gaza residents.

According to a royal court statement, the King and President El Sisi stressed the need for the
entire world to push towards an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, and the delivery of sufficient and
sustainable humanitarian aid to alleviate the tragic situation and the suffering of Gazans.
The two leaders said the international community shoulders an immense political and ethical
responsibility towards implementing United Nations Security Council and General Assembly
resolutions, in order to maintain the integrity of these international entities.

The two leaders also stressed the need to counter any attempts to re-occupy parts of Gaza, build
buffer zones in the Strip, or separate it from the West Bank.

The King and the Egyptian president warned against the continuation of the war on Gaza, which
could plunge the entire region into a catastrophe whose price everyone will pay, stressing the
need to prevent the spillover of the conflict that threatens regional and international security and
stability.

His Majesty said the continued expansion of Israeli operations in southern Gaza will have
catastrophic humanitarian and security repercussions, especially in light of the dangerous
humanitarian situation.

The King warned of the ongoing escalatory Israeli measures in the West Bank and Jerusalem,
particularly extremist settler violence against the Palestinians, which could lead to an explosion
of the situation in the West Bank.

His Majesty and President El Sisi agreed to maintain close coordination between Jordan and
Egypt on issues of mutual concern, in service of the two countries and peoples, and in service of
Arab causes, foremost of which is the Palestinian cause.

The two leaders also called for creating a political horizon to achieve just and comprehensive
peace on the basis of the two-state solution and the establishment of an independent Palestinian
state on the 4 June 1967 lines, with East Jerusalem as its capital, in accordance with international
law and relevant UN resolutions.

His Majesty stressed that the two-state solution is key to regional security, adding that it is the
only way to reach peace.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of His
Majesty Jafar Hassan, General Intelligence Department Director Maj. Gen. Ahmad Husni, and
Jordan’s Ambassador to Egypt Amjad Adaileh attended the meeting.

On the Egyptian side, Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, General Intelligence Service Director
Maj. Gen. Abbas Kamel, Chief of the Presidential Cabinet Maj.

Gen. Ahmad Mohammad Ali, and Egypt Ambassador to Jordan Mohammed Samir attended the
meeting.

Jordan News Agency 27-12-2023
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Biden, Qatari emir discuss Gaza in phone call

Leaders discuss efforts to facilitate access to humanitarian aid for Gaza, says White House.

US President Joe Biden spoke by phone Tuesday with Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-
Thani on the latest situation in the Gaza Strip, said the White House.

"The two leaders discussed the urgent effort to secure the release of all remaining hostages held
by Hamas, including American citizens," it said in a statement.

They also exchanged views on “the ongoing efforts to facilitate increased and sustained flows of
life-saving access to humanitarian aid into Gaza,” it added.

Israel has launched a massive military campaign on the Gaza Strip since a cross-border attack by
the Palestinian group Hamas on Oct. 7, killing at least 20,915 Palestinians, mostly women and
children, and injuring 54,918 others, according to local health authorities.

The onslaught has left Gaza in ruins, with 60% of the enclave's infrastructure damaged or
destroyed and nearly 2 million people displaced amid acute shortages of food, clean water and
medicines.

Around 1,200 Israelis are believed to have been killed in the Hamas attack.

Tel Aviv has vowed to destroy Hamas and ensure the release of all hostages taken during the
October attack. Some of the hostages were returned after a temporary truce in November in
exchange for Palestinian prisoners.

Anadolu Agency 27-12-2023
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Qatari Shura Council participates in emergency meeting of Palestine
Committee of Arab Parliament

The Shura Council participated yesterday in an emergency meeting of Palestine Committee of
Arab Parliament in Cairo, Egypt, within the framework of the preparation for the parliament’s
special session due to be convened today at the General-Secretariat of Arab League titled:
“Supporting Palestine and Gaza”.

The session intends to discuss the developments regarding war on Gaza and the dangerous
escalation in the West Bank.

Member of the Shura Council, H E Shaikha bint Yousuf Al Jufairi represented the Shura Council
in the meeting.

In her remarks during the meeting, H E Shaikha bint Yousuf Al Jufairi underscored the
significance of the unwavering efforts to support the Palestinian people, espousing the
Palestinian cause and the importance of getting humanitarian aid into Gaza Strip to handle the
tragic humanitarian situations.

She also stressed the importance of ceasefire as the only way to halt bloodshed in Gaza, calling
for abiding by the international humanitarian law with respect to the responsibilities of the
occupying state, adding that the international community should uphold its responsibility
towards the Palestinian cause. H E Shaikha bint Yousuf Al Jufairi affirmed that the State of
Qatar’s leadership, government, and people are at the forefront of countries that support the
Palestinian cause with its entire phases, emphasizing that the State of Qatar continues to provide
all kinds of humanitarian and development assistance to improve the living and economic
conditions facing the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Speaker of the Arab Parliament, H E Adel bin Abdulrahman Al Asoumi, has so far underscored
during the meeting that Arab Parliament supports and backs the Palestinian cause as the primary
and central cause for Arabs, extending a greeting of reverence, admiration and appreciation to
the Palestinian people in Gaza Strip,

West Bank and Jerusalem for their relentless resilience and struggle to regain their land and their
firm and legitimate rights, in addition to ensuring the right of Palestinian refugees to return, as
well as embodying their steadfast and inalienable freedom and rights, primarily the establishment
of their independent state with East Jerusalem as its capital.
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Speaker of the Arab Parliament denounced the Israeli bombing of Gaza Strip and cutting off all
critical services from the Palestinian people, including water, electricity and food items, in
addition to the arbitrary killings in the West Bank and Jerusalem, bloody escalation against the
Palestinian people, escalation of the cycle of the far-right settlers’ assaults, the killings
perpetrated against the Palestinians and arson under the protection of the occupation forces.

The Peninsula 28-12-2023
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Occupied Jerusalem: Dozens of Israeli settler's storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

On Wednesday, dozens of settlers stormed the blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque, amid heavy protection
from the occupation police.

The settlers made provocative tours inside the courtyards of Al-Agsa Mosque, and performed
Talmudic rituals.

Groups of settler's storm Al-Agsa on a daily basis except Friday and Saturday.

Al Quds Newspaper 27-12-2023
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Israeli settlers hang ‘donkey’s head’ on grave in East Jerusalem amid tension

Images show head of dead donkey placed among graves in Bab al-Rahma cemetery in East
Jerusalem.

Israeli settlers hung a “donkey’s head” on a grave in the occupied East Jerusalem amid growing
tensions across the occupied West Bank, according to local authorities on Wednesday.

“A settler stormed the Bab al-Rahma cemetery and hung a ‘donkey’s head’ on a grave there,” the
Jerusalem governor’s office said in a statement.

Palestinian activists shared images and footage showing the head of a dead donkey placed among
the graves in the cemetery adjacent to the flashpoint Al-Aqsa Mosque complex.

There was no comment from the Israeli police on the incident.

The Bab al-Rahma is an ancient Muslim cemetery that has been an endowment property for
more than 1,400 years. It contains numerous graves of notable companions of Islam’s Prophet
Muhammad.

Tension has been running high across the West Bank amid a deadly Israeli offensive on the Gaza
Strip, which has killed at least 21,110 people, most of them women and children, since Oct. 7,
according to local health authorities.

Al-Agsa Mosque is the world's third-holiest site for Muslims. Jews call the area the "Temple
Mount," claiming it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It
annexed the entire city in 1980, a move never recognized by the international community.

Anadolu Agency 27-12-2023
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Israel: Approval of a Judaization and settlement budget worth 6.2 billion
shekels in Jerusalem

Yesterday evening, the Financial Committee of the Occupation Municipality approved a budget
worth 6.2 billion shekels, in light of the war it is waging against Jerusalemites in conjunction
with the war on the Gaza Strip.

The committee approved a huge budget to finance projects to consolidate settlement and
Judaization and to advance other projects in the field of linking settlements inside the city with
those in the interior and in the north and south of East Jerusalem in the Jordan Valley region.
The budget includes building more schools and educational institutions in occupied East
Jerusalem to impose the Israeli curriculum on Jerusalemites within the 2023-2025 plan to
Judaize education in the occupied city and increasing allocations for the so-called (law
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enforcement), meaning the demolition of more Palestinian homes under the pretext of not having
a permit.
According to the occupation municipality: “Before discussions on Monday in the municipal
finance committee, some members of the city council appealed to Mayor Moshe Leon,
demanding that discussions and approval of the extraordinary budget (TKBR) for the year 2024
not be held until after the elections for a new municipal council. This demand was rejected”,
when a fairly broad front of supporters gathered to approve the budget (opponents included
members of the "Awakening" faction as well as Deputy Mayor Yossi Havelio and
Councilwoman Laura Wharton).
The municipal finance committee met on Monday evening and approved a huge budget of 6.2
billion shekels, which is a larger budget than before (the extraordinary budget) for the year 2024.
It is the largest approved by the municipality, and it is higher than last year’s budget by about
200 million shekels, after the jump in the 2023 budget. By about 20 percent compared to the
2022 budget.
It should be noted that the final approval of the budget will take place tomorrow, Thursday
28.12, at the last municipal council meeting of 2023.
The approved budget includes 4 billion shekels for projects in the field of transportation and the
tunnel network in East Jerusalem to connect it to West Jerusalem, and in 7 different settlement
projects in cooperation with ministries and settlement councils in Jabal Abu Ghneim, Beit
Safafa, Beit Hanina, Umm Tuba, and Hizma, which means that infrastructure work is likely to
remain throughout next year as well.
The budget included building schools and renovating educational buildings for tens of millions
of shekels, including building a huge school complex in the Ras area - above the Shuafat
neighborhood/village, constructing three wide roads and completing Bypass Road 20 and Bypass
Road 21 from the “Ramat Shlomo” settlement to the “Atarot” industrial zone in addition to
constructing a bypass road in Shuafat to connect the “Ramat Shlomo” settlement to the bypass
road 443 Tel Aviv Jerusalem.
The municipal budget comes in line with the occupation government’s five-year plan for
Jerusalem, for the years 2024-2028, and aims in its entirety to change the Palestinian identity of
Jerusalem, after the insistence of the Minister of Finance, Bezalel Smotrich, known for his fascist
and racist positions, to remove the item related to promoting higher education for young
Jerusalemites, in the amount of 200 One million shekels, from the plan.

Al Quds Newspaper 27-12-2023
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