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Safadi calls on nations defunding UNRWA to 'reconsider decision'.

Qatar demands immediate entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza.

Some countries’ suspension of funding for UNRWA constitutes

humanitarian catastrophe for Gaza- Arab Parliament.
Extremist settlers break into Al-Aqsa Mosque.

Israeli Soldiers Abduct Three Palestinians in Occupied Jerusalem.
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Asalaiyh LAY
Safadi calls on nations defunding UNRWA to 'reconsider decision'

Foreign minister, Lazzarini say UNRWA serves around one million Palestinians in war-torn
Gaza.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi on Sunday affirmed that UNRWA
plays a vital role in delivering relief aid to over 2 million Palestinians facing a humanitarian
catastrophe due to the Isracli aggression on Gaza.

Safadi, in a phone call with the Commissioner-General of UNRWA, Philippe Lazzarini, stressed
the need for continuous support by the international community to the UN Palestinian refugee
relief agency, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, reported.

Safadi added that the international support enables UNRWA to continue its services in Gaza,
where people are facing a food crisis, noting that Israel rejects the entry of humanitarian and
sustainable aid into the war-ravaged territory, "which violates international and humanitarian law
and the International Court of Justice's ruling".

Safadi said that UNRWA "should not be collectively punished due to allegations against 12 of its
staff members out of a total of 13,000 in Gaza", according to Petra.

He said that the agency has opened an investigation into these allegations.

A number of donor countries, including Australia, Britain, Finland, Germany and Italy followed
the lead of the United States in suspending additional funding to UNRWA, which came after
Israel alleged that several of the UN agency’s staff members were involved in Hamas’s October
7 sudden attack.

Safadi and Lazzarini urged countries that defunded the UN agency for Palestinian refugees to
reconsider their decision, underlying that UNRWA is the only relief organisation serving
approximately 1 million out of 1.9 million Palestinians, who have been displaced in Gaza since
the start of the aggression, Petra said.
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Lazzarini said that UNRWA has requested the United Nations Office of Internal Oversight
Services, the highest investigative authority in the UN, to conduct an independent and
transparent investigation into the allegations against 12 of its employees involved in the attack on
October 7. He added that the contracts of these employees have already been terminated.
Both sides highlighted that any shortfall in UNRWA’s funding, which is considered as a lifeline
in the strip, will immediately impact the agency’s ability to provide humanitarian services to
Gaza.
This would cause further suffering to its residents, who have received only 10 per cent of their
humanitarian needs since the start of the aggression, they said.

Jordan Times 29-1-2024
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Qatar demands immediate entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza

Qatar has called for the immediate and unimpeded entry of humanitarian aid to all parts of the
Gaza Strip, with the guarantee of adequate levels of supplies.
The number of trucks crossing into the Gaza Strip at present sometimes reaches less than 100
trucks per day, which is a very limited number compared to the size of the Strip's needs for
supplies and urgent aid, compared to the number of trucks that crossed the crossing before the
Israeli aggression on the Strip on October 7, which reached an average of between 400 and 500
trucks per day, Lulwa bint Rashid Al Khater, Qatar's Minister of State for International
Cooperation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said in statements on Sunday.
Al Khater added that the arrival of aid to the Egyptian city of El Arish is the easiest step in terms
of the movement of aid from the world to Gaza, but there are many obstacles that the Israeli
entity puts in place to deliver aid to inside Gaza, and thus it flagrantly violates Article 59 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention, where the occupying power is responsible in this case, to ensure
access to adequate levels of supplies and aid.
Regarding the content of these aids, including food, medical supplies, and other materials, the
Qatari minister said that "the aid varies between the essential needs of the Palestinian people and
aid that can be dispensed with in the current phase, which is what we are striving for at present,
as we are keen on the arrival of urgent and necessary aid to the Palestinian people, especially
medical and food.
Al Khater explained that Qatar is constantly reviewing the essential and actual needs of the
Palestinians so that it can bring in the aid that the Palestinian people in Gaza actually need.
Jordan News Agency 28-1-2024
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Some countries’ suspension of funding for UNRWA constitutes humanitarian
catastrophe for Gaza- Arab Parliament

The Arab Parliament condemned the decision of some countries to stop funding the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) on the pretext of the
involvement of a number of its employees in the October 7 operation.

In a statement issued on Sunday, the parliament confirmed that this decision represents a
capitulation to the systematic incitement policy of the Israeli occupation entity against UNRWA,
as it is the main humanitarian agency for supplies in Gaza.

The Arab Parliament also stressed that the decision of these countries to temporarily suspend
funding for the agency in these circumstances represents a humanitarian disaster that exacerbates
the suffering of the Palestinian people, who are exposed to the most horrific images of genocide.
The parliament described this decision as a new stain of shame on the forehead of international
humanitarian work, a deliberate restriction to stop the delivery of relief assistance, and a warning
of a multiplied humanitarian disaster at the present time.
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The statement said that the suspension decision constitutes a flagrant challenge to the decision of
the International Court of Justice issued on Friday, which ruled that it is necessary to allow
humanitarian assistance to enter Gaza.
The Arab Parliament called on the countries that announced the suspension of their support for
UNRWA to reverse their decision and urged the international community to continue and
intensify the necessary assistance to UNRWA to enable it to continue providing its services in
Gaza, where its people face famine and displacement. The parliament stressed that the desperate
attempts of the Israeli occupation entity and the countries supporting it to cut off humanitarian
supplies will not undermine the steadfastness and determination of the Palestinian people to
remain on their land.

Jordan News Agency 28-1-2024
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Extremist settlers break into Al-Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of Jewish extremist settlers on Sunday stormed the Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-Sharif

compound in occupied East Jerusalem, according to an official Palestinian source.

The General Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem said in a statement that today’s raid

was conducted through al-Magharebah Gate under the heavy protection of Israeli police, who

restricted Muslim worshipers’ access to the mosque.

"The settlers provocatively toured the Mosque’s yards and performed Talmudic rituals," it added.
Jordan News Agency 28-1-2024
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Israeli Soldiers Abduct Three Palestinians in Occupied Jerusalem

On Sunday morning, Israeli forces abducted the young men, Laith Samrin, Muhammad Ziad
Samrin, and Muhammad Mahmoud Samrin, after storming and searching their homes in Silwan
town, south of Al-Agsa Mosque.
In related news, Israeli police abducted an unidentified 17-year-old Palestinian girl near the Old
City of occupied Jerusalem.

International Middle East Media Center 28-1-2024
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