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Jordan king warns of ‘red lines’ in Jerusalem as Netanyahu
returns to office.

Jordan condemns Israeli attacks on Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate's property in Jerusalem.

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate condemns settlers’ land grab of its
land.

Presidential spokesman to Israel’s Netanyahu: All settlements
are illegal according to UN resolutions.

Hadmi: Today’s land grab in Silwan “aggression against J’lem.
107 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque.

Israeli Soldiers Abduct Four Palestinians, Injure One, In West
Bank.

Two children arrested in O. Jerusalem.
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Jordan king warns of ‘red lines’ in Jerusalem as
Netanyahu returns to office

Jordan’s king says he is prepared for conflict should the status of Jerusalem’s holy
sites change as Israel prepares to swear in what is likely to be the most right-wing
government in its history.

King Abdullah II told CNN’s Becky Anderson in an exclusive interview this month that
there is “concern” in his country about those in Israel trying to push for changes to his
custodianship of the Muslim and Christian holy sites in Israeli-occupied East Jerusalem,
warning that he has “red lines.”

“If people want to get into a conflict with us, we’re quite prepared,” he said. “I always like
to believe that, let’s look at the glass half full, but we have certain red lines... And if people
want to push those red lines, then we will deal with that.”

Israeli leader Benjamin Netanyahu’s incoming government is expected to be the most
right-wing in Israel’s history and it includes controversial figures who were once
considered to be on the extreme fringe of Israeli politics. This has caused concerns about
the potential for an escalation in Israeli-Palestinian violence and for the future of Israel’s
relations with its Arab neighbors and Western allies.

This year was already the deadliest for Palestinians and Israelis in nearly two decades,
raising the specter of a new Palestinian uprising against Israel.

“We have to be concerned about a next intifada (uprising),” said the king. “And if that
happens, that’s a complete breakdown of law and order and one that neither the Israelis
nor the Palestinians will benefit from. I think there is a lot of concern from all of us in the
region, including those in Israel that are on our side on this issue, to make sure that doesn’t
happen.”
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Israel captured East Jerusalem from Jordan in the 1967 war but signed a peace treaty with
it in 1994 under which it formally recognized Amman’s special role at the city’s holy sites.
But the two have since had an uneasy relationship, with Jordan regularly accusing Israel of
violating the agreement that gave it control of the sites and barred non-Muslims from
praying there.

Jordan’s Hashemite monarchy has been the custodian of Jerusalem’s holy sites since 1924
and sees itself as the guarantor of the religious rights of Muslims and Christians in the city.
Tensions are highest over the compound known to Muslims as the Haram Al Sharif, which
is called the Temple Mount by Jews. The site includes the Al Aqsa Mosque, the third
holiest site in Islam. The area is also the holiest site in Judaism. Politicians on the Israeli
right often argue that Jews should also have a right to pray there.

One of the most controversial figures in Israel’s incoming government is Itamar Ben Gyir,
who is set to become the national security minister and assume control over the police,
including law enforcement at Jerusalem’s holy sites. Ben Gvir has a long history of inciting
violence against Palestinians and Arabs. He has been convicted of inciting anti-Arab racism
and supporting terrorism and has openly called for changing the status quo at the holy
sites.

“I don’t think those individuals are under just a Jordanian microscope. They’re under an
international microscope,” the king said, responding to a question about Ben Gvir’s views.
“I have to believe that there’s a lot of people in Israel also that are concerned as much as
we are.”

He refused to say how Jordan would respond to changes in the status of the holy sites. “At
the end of the day, the Israeli people have the right to pick whoever they want to lead
them... We will work with anybody and everybody as long as we can bring people
together,” he said.

Of Jordan’s population of around 10 million, more than half is of Palestinian descent,
including more than two million Palestinian refugees.

The king has redoubled efforts to shed light on the status of Christians in the Middle East
of late. In September, he proclaimed at the United Nations General Assembly in New York
that Christianity in Jerusalem was “under fire,” a message the patriarchs and Heads of the
Churches in Jerusalem endorsed.

Some churches in the Holy Land have also been sounding the alarm about the status of
Christians there. In a Christmas message this week, the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem, a
grouping of Palestinian churches, issued a statement decrying the “assault” on their
exercise of religion and “unwarranted restrictions” on worship. In July, the Higher
Presidential Committee of Church Affairs in Palestine issued a statement condemning an
attack by “extremist Israeli settlers” on the Church of the Holy Spirit and the Greek
Garden, accusing the Israeli government of complicity through “inaction” in holding the
perpetrators to account.

Israeli foreign ministry spokesman Lior Haiat told CNN the Heads of Churches “have full
access to every governmental authority for concerns they have,” adding that acts of
violence “on any community are condemned by the government and investigated with the
utmost seriousness by Israeli police.”

“The State of Israel remains committed to safeguarding freedom of religion and worship
for all, including the Christian community, in Jerusalem and other holy sites,” he said.
King Abdullah told CNN that churches in Jerusalem face challenges from “policies on the
ground,” causing the Christian community to come under pressure.

“This is not a national policy, but there are those that join governments that have very
extremist views towards Muslims and Christians, as there are on the other side obviously,
and we have to unify against that,” he said.

Christians in the Middle East are “part of our past, they’re part of our present, and they
must be part of our future,” he added.



Jordan has become a safe haven for Middle Eastern Christians for the better part of the
past two decades as neighboring countries have been embroiled in conflicts that have
pushed some of the oldest Christian communities in the world to flee their homelands.
In December, the monarch launched a master plan to develop Bethany Beyond the Jordan,
a UNESCO World Heritage Site where Christians believe Jesus was baptized. The plan
aims to build lodging, museums and amphitheatres catering to as many as 1.5 million
tourists per year.
“] think one of the things that people misunderstand about this place is how inclusive it is.
Almost 15% of the visitors that come here are Muslim,” he told CNN. “So this is an
opportunity to break down those barriers and to show how proud we are of not only our
historical Christian heritage here in Jordan, but the relationship between Christianity and
Islam.”
People in the Middle East “just want to move on with their lives,” said the monarch. “So, as
challenging as 2022 was, and as difficult as the dangers of 2023 are, there’s an opportunity
for us to move beyond.”
That can be done through regional integration, he said.
“I’ve gotten away from the feeling that politics are going to solve our problems. It’s
economic dependency,” he said. “When I am invested in your success because your success
is my success, at the end of the day means we can move forward.”

CNN 29-12-2022
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Jordan condemns Israeli attacks on Greek Orthodox Patriarchate's
property in Jerusalem

The Foreign Ministry on Wednesday condemned the continuous attacks by Israeli settlers
on the property of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the latest of which was
the storming of land belonging to the Patriarchate in Wadi Hilweh in Silwan, south of the
Old City of occupied East Jerusalem.
Ministry Spokesperson Sinan Majali reiterated the Kingdom's unequivocal condemnation
of all measures targeting Christians in occupied East Jerusalem, as well as the Kingdom's
support for Jerusalemites in the face of extremist and settler attacks.

Jordan News Agency 28-12-2022
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Greek Orthodox Patriarchate condemns settlers’
land grab of its land

The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate has strongly condemned the storming and appropriation
of “al-Hamra” land by Jewish settlers in Silwan town, in Occupied Jerusalem.

In a statement issued Tuesday, the Patriarchate affirmed that a group of settlers stormed a
plot of land owned by the Greek Orthodox church without any legal decision.

The Patriarchate further pointed out that the settlers broke into its five-dunum (5,000 sqm)
piece of land under Israeli police protection, considering it a serious attack on its
properties.

The Patriarchate also stressed its total adherence to all its properties and endowments,
vowing to make all possible effort to protect and defend the Orthodox rights.

Earlier on Tuesday, dozens of Jewish settlers and police seized a plot of land owned by the
Greek Orthodox church in Silwan town.
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The Hamas Movement has strongly denounced the appropriation of “al-Hamra” land,
considering it "a new Zionist crime and part of Israel’s ongoing efforts to Judaize
Jerusalem, expel its residents and tighten the noose around the Aqsa Mosque."

The Palestinian Information Center 28-12-2022
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Presidential spokesman to Israel’s Netanyahu:
All settlements are illegal according to UN resolutions

The announcement by the Israeli Prime Minister-designate Benjamin Netanyahu of his
right-wing government’s guidelines that call for strengthening settlements in the West
Bank is in contradiction with all United Nations resolutions, the most prominent of which is
Resolution No. 2334 issued by the Security Council, which confirmed that settlements in
the occupied Palestinian territories, including East Jerusalem, are all illegal, today said the
official spokesman for the Palestinian Presidency, Nabil Abu Rudeineh.
These guidelines constitute a dangerous escalation and will have repercussions for the
region, said Abu Rudeineh, stressing that the new right-wing Israeli government must
realize that without complying with the UN resolutions, “nothing will be achieved and that
there will not be any settlement left on the lands of the independent state of Palestine.”
He said that without an independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital,
there would be no security or stability in the region.
Abu Rudeineh called on the US administration “to turn its words into deeds since it is
committed to the two-state solution, without which there will be no stability in the region."
WAFA 28-12-2022
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Hadmi: Today’s land grab in Silwan
“aggression against J’lem

The Jerusalemite Commission Against Judaization has condemned the appropriation of
“al-Hamra” land in the east Jerusalem district of Silwan by Jewish settlers on Tuesday,
describing the measure as “dangerous aggression against the holy city.”
In press remarks on Tuesday, head of the commission Nasser al-Hadmi said that “Silwan
district is being targeted as part of the Israeli Judaization policy in the holy city and
because of its location near the Aqsa Mosque and the presence of many underground
tunnels that were built in the area from Silwan to the Old City of Jerusalem.”
“This seized land is known as al-Hamra and it is owned by the Greek Orthodox Patriarch
of Jerusalem, but it is under the guardianship of a citizen from Silwan,” Hadmi explained,
pointing out that there was a legal dispute over this plot of land.
“There is talk going around among Silwan residents that this land may have been leaked to
settlers through the Church, and this is what concerns many observers and citizens in the
holy city,” he said.
“This incident has reminded us of the real estate leakages that happened in Bab al-Khalil,
and with the Petra Hotel and the Imperial Hotel, as well as to many other properties that
had been leaked [to settler groups] by the Patriarch,” he pointed out.

The Palestinian Information Center 28-12-2022
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107 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Aqsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem on
Wednesday morning and later in the afternoon.
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According to local sources, at least 107 settlers escorted by police officers entered the
Mosque in groups through its Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards under police
protection.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about
the alleged temple mount, and a number of them performed Talmudic prayers in the
eastern area of the Mosque.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions on
Muslim worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque’s entrances and gates.
The Aqsa Mosque is exposed to daily desecration by Jewish settlers and police forces in the
morning and the afternoon except on Fridays and Saturdays.

The Palestinian Information Center 28-12-2022
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Israeli Soldiers Abduct Four Palestinians,
Injure One, In West Bank

On Wednesday dawn, Israeli soldiers abducted four Palestinians and injured one in several
parts of the occupied West Bank.
In Bethlehem, south of occupied Jerusalem, the soldiers invaded several neighborhoods in
the city, searched homes, and abducted Ehad Ibrahim Zawahra, 22, from the Al-Karkafa
area, and Bilal Khaled Kleib, 38, from the Jabal An-Nawawra area.
Furthermore, the soldiers invaded the Deheishe refugee camp south of Bethlehem,
searched many homes, and abducted Ashraf Mohammad Zaghari, 29.
Many Palestinians protested the invasion before the soldiers fired live rounds, rubber-
coated steel bullets, and gas bombs.
Medical sources said the soldiers shot a young man with a rubber-coated steel bullet in the
leg.
In Ramallah, n the central West Bank, the soldiers invaded the Al-Am’ari refugee camp,
searched homes, and abducted a young man, Mojahed Jadulhaq Hammad.
Furthermore, several army jeeps also invaded the Ein Al-Sultan refugee camp in Jericho
city, in the northeastern West Bank.
In related news, the soldiers installed a military roadblock in the Wadi Sa’ir area,
northeast of the southern West Bank city of Hebron, stopped and searched dozens of cars,
and interrogated many Palestinians while inspecting their ID cards.

International Middle East Media Center 28-12-2022
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Two children arrested in O. Jerusalem

The Israeli occupation forces (IOF) arrested two Palestinian children in Silwan town in
Jerusalem on Wednesday evening.
Local sources reported that the IOF forces stormed Wadi Hilweh neighborhood and
arrested two boys from their family homes.
Meanwhile, a young man was seriously injured during an Israeli military raid into Beit
Ummar town, north of al-Khalil.
Clashes also erupted in Al-Arroub refugee camp after being stormed by IOF troops.
Several teargas inhalation cases were reported during the confrontations.
Also in al-Khalil, a group of Jewish settlers attacked Palestinian farmers in Masafer Yatta,
and prevented their access to their lands.
The settler attack was carried out under IOF protection.

The Palestinian Information Center 28-12-2022
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