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e Jordan’s King says must ‘safeguard’ Jerusalem sites amid Israeli
violence
e Israeli Soldiers Invaded Al-Qibli Mosque In Al-Aqgsa

e Israeli Paramilitary Settlers Storm Al-Aqsa Mosque During
Ramadan

e JOF Detain Palestinian Citizens Across Occupied West Bank,
Jerusalem

e Israeli Occupation Violations in Occupied Jerusalem During March
2023
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Jordan’s King says must ‘safeguard’ Jerusalem sites amid Israeli violence
Yy

Jordan’s King Abdullah II expressed on Sunday a commitment to “safeguard” Jerusalem’s holy
sites, in a meeting in Amman with Muslim and Christian religious leaders from the city.

A statement from the royal court said the king told the delegation, led by Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas, that Jordan “will always be with you.”

“It is the duty of every Muslim to deter Israeli escalations against... holy sites in Jerusalem,” the
king said according to the statement.The meeting follows tensions with the Israeli government
over a minister’s remarks denying the existence of the Palestinian people and fears of a flare-up
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict during the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, which began on
March 23.The king touted a longtime commitment to preserving “peace and harmony”
at Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa Mosque compound — Islam’s third holiest site which Jordan administers.
On Friday, Israeli police shot dead an Arab Israeli medical student at the compound. The force
said he had grabbed and fired an officer’s gun, a claim Mohammed al-Asibi’s family rejects.
King Abdullah also hailed “Jerusalemites’... efforts to safeguard” the holy sites and “stressed the
need to stop the displacement of Christians, as well as the repeated attacks on churches, religious
figures and Christian property in Jerusalem”, according to the statement.On Friday, church
leaders in Jerusalem appealed to the Israeli government to ensure Christians are able to worship
freely during Easter and its run-up, expressing concern at mounting violence and acts of
desecration over the past year.During Sunday’s meeting the Jordanian king ‘“called on the
international community to take a stand against the exclusionary and racist statements made
recently by some Israeli officials,” the statement said.Last month, the foreign ministry in Amman
said it had summoned Israel’s ambassador to receive a “strongly worded letter of protest”
following a widely condemned speech by far-right Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich.At an
event in Paris, Smotrich said “there isn’t a Palestinian people.”He spoke from a lectern which
featured a map of so-called Greater Israel, including the areas of the occupied West Bank and
Jordan.Jordan in 1994 became the second Arab country to recognize and sign a peace treaty with
neighboring Israel, after Egypt.
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Israeli Soldiers Invaded Al-Qibli Mosque In Al-Aqsa
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On Sunday evening, Israeli soldiers invaded the Al-Qibli Mosque in the Al-Aqsa Mosque
Compound in occupied Jerusalem to facilitate invasions by groups of illegal colonizers into the
holy site.Media sources said the soldiers assaulted and forced dozens of worshipers out of the
mosque and threatened to abduct and even shoot those who refuse to leave.

The sources stated that the invasions came after groups of extreme right-wing colonizers called
for constant invasions of Al-Agsa during the Jewish Pesach and for forcing the Muslim
worshipers out.In related news, the Israeli army and the security establishment of the illegal
occupation declared a comprehensive closure on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, including all
military roadblocks and border terminals during the upcoming Jewish holiday.

It is worth mentioning that far-right colonialist organizations announced a 25.000 Shekels prize
to any settler who manages to enter Al-Agsa and successfully performs a Paschal lamb sacrifice
in the courtyards of the holy site and a 2500 Shekel to each member who is arrested by the Israeli
police while carrying the animal sacrifice in Al-Agsa.
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Israeli Paramilitary Settlers Storm Al-Aqsa Mosque During Ramadan

A group of 134 paramilitary colonial Israeli settlers stormed the courtyards of Al-Agsa Mosque
from the Mughrabi Gate on Sunday, with heavy security provided by the Israeli occupation
police.

The invasion took place during the Muslim Holy Month of Ramadan, and involved desecration
of the third-holiest site for Muslims worldwide.

The Israeli troops forcibly removed the Muslim congregants who were praying in the mosque.
The troops pushed them out of the way to allow the desecrators to enter.

The Islamic Endowment in Jerusalem reported that the Israeli colonial settlers stormed the Al-
Agsa courtyards in groups, each of which included 40 settlers, after the deployment of large
numbers of the occupation police.

During their invasion, the Israeli colonial settlers carried out provocative tours in the courtyards
of the Islamic holy site, received explanations about the alleged “temple”, and performed
Talmudic rituals on the eastern side of the mosque and in front of the Dome of the Rock, before
leaving from the Bab al-Silsilah side.Right-wing Israeli colonial settler leaders have frequently
invoked their plan and desire to destroy the mosque and build a Jewish temple in its place.

In conjunction with the settlers’ invasion, the Israeli occupation forces stormed Al-Aqsa Mosque,
forcibly expelling the worshipers from it, while the occupation police continue to impose strict
measures on the entry of worshipers into the courtyards of the mosque.The Israeli occupation
police in Jerusalem began carrying out an intensive campaign of arrests and deportations from
the Al-Agsa mosque, affecting dozens of men and women who were trying to carry out Ramadan
prayers, as preemptive measures taken on the eve of the “Jewish Passover” holiday, which
begins on Wednesday and lasts for a week.The Israeli occupation authorities turned the Old City
of Jerusalem into a military barracks and mobilized forces in the Old City of Jerusalem and
around the walls, and set up barriers in different areas of the occupied city. The army imposed
strict restrictions on the entry of Palestinian citizens to Al-Agsa Mosque, and checked their
identities and detained some of them at the external gates.The April 2nd invasion was similar to
one that had taken place on March 28th, just five days earlier:
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IOF Detain Palestinian Citizens Across Occupied West Bank, Jerusalem



Israeli occupation forces (IOF) detained many Palestinian citizens in military incursions across
the occupied West Bank and Jerusalem today, Sunday, April 2, 2023.

In Bethlehem, IOF detained two Palestinians namely Hamza Abdullah AL-Sa’di and Saif Al-Din
Othman after breaking into their homes in the morning and terrorizing their families.

Israeli forces detained at dawn today two other Palestinian youths in Ramallah after raiding their
homes and investigating their families and neighbors.They are Mohammad Abu Adi and Wajdi
Ataia.Local Palestinian sources reported that the Israeli forces opened fire toward Palestinians’
homes.Israeli military troops also stormed the occupied Jenin city, as a result of which violent
confrontations broke out between them and the Palestinian citizens of the city.

According to local Palestinian sources, Palestinian freedom fighters confronted the Israeli
military vehicles and forces storming the city between the Qabatia and Masliah towns.

Daily, the Israeli occupation forces storm the towns and neighborhoods of occupied Jerusalem
and the West Bank, break into Palestinian homes, and attack and detain citizens there.

According to Palestinian figures, Israeli occupation currently detains 4765 Palestinians,
including 29 females, 150 minors, 975 administrative detainees, and 600 patients.
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Israeli Occupation Violations in Occupied Jerusalem During March 2023

March saw the most elevated number of Isracli occupation violations in the occuiped city of
Jerusalem.

During the reporting period, at least 3502 colonial Israeli settlers invaded the courtyards of Al-
Agsa mosque and performed provocative Talmudic rituals in some of its yards, citing Hebrew
holidays as a pretext. All colonial settlers and the settlements in which they live are illegal under
international law.

The report recorded the Israeli occupation detention of at least 185 Palestinians including 7
women and 43 minors. Moreover, at least 78 arrest decisions were issued by the Israeli
occupation including 19 administrative detentions, 24 house arrests, and 25 prison sentences,
according to data collected by Marsad Network.

At the same time, the Israeli occupation issued 61 banishment orders against Jerusalemite
activists as well as employees of the Jerusalem Waqf (Endowment) Department, ::Al-Qastal
reported.

Israeli troops wounded 18 Palestinians varying between live and rubber-coated metal bullets,
severe attacks by Israeli forces and settlers, burns, head injuries, and fractures, in addition to
hundreds of suffocation cases as a result of tear gas canisters being fired directly towards
Palestinians.

During the reporting period, Isracli settlers have carried out 19 attacks against Palestinians and
their own property in occupied Jerusalem, including severely beating Palestinians, land theft,
violating Islamic and Christian sanctities, and writing racist slogans on Jerusalemites’ cars and
sabotaging them.

The Israeli occupation forces leveled 8 Palestinian-owned structures in occuiped Jerusalem,
leaving its people homeless.

Israeli occupation authorities strive to impose a new reality on the occupied city of Jerusalem
through the implementation of dangerous colonial settlement projects.

Israeli occupation approved 7 settlement projects in various areas of occupied Jerusalem
including:

- New plan to build 1200 settlement units south of occupied Jerusalem, linking the Israeli illegal
settlements of ‘Givat Hamatos’ and ‘HarHoma’.

- A new Israeli plan to establish a 300 square meters café¢ over Al-Buraq Wall, the western
portion of occupied Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa Mosque complex as a preparatory step to Judaize more
Islamic landmarks.
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