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Prince El Hassan, World Refugee and Migration Council head call for
funding, protecting UNRWA mandate

Israel releases Imam Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, deports him from Al-Agsa
Mosque

Israel demolished 135 homes, facilities in occupied West Bank in July

Resheq: Banishing Sheikh Sabri from Agsa violates religious freedom
30,000 Palestinians perform Friday prayer at Aqsa Mosque
Three sustain injuries from Israeli army gunfire in Jerusalem neighborhood

Israeli occupation forces demolish two-story house, shops northwest of
Jerusalem
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Prince El Hassan, World Refugee and Migration Council head call for funding,
protecting UNRWA mandate
HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal, honorary co-chair of the World Refugee and Migration
Council (WRMC), and council chair Lloyd Axworthy issued a statement Saturday on the
key role of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) and the challenges imposed on it by Israel since 1967.
The current Israeli actions targeting UNRWA, especially since the end of January,
indicate that the space available for the refugee agency's operations in the occupied
Palestinian territories is shrinking by the day, they warned.
His Highness and Axworthy stressed that the international community should confront
calls to dismantle UNRWA, and said everyone should know that UNRWA is being
targeted due to its role in protecting the rights of Palestinian refugees, and because it
embodies the international community’s commitment to reaching a just and lasting
political solution to their cause.

Over the past ten months, UNRWA faced numerous challenges by the Israeli government
and the international community, they said.

The WRMC emphasizes UNRWA’s key role in providing health care, education and other
vital services to the Palestinian people, especially during times of crisis, such as the
current war in Gaza.

UNRWA, which emanated from the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine
(UNSCOP), has been a lifeline for millions of Palestine refugees in the West Bank, Gaza
Strip, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan since 1949, through its services across the region, the
statement noted.

While the concerted actions to dismantle UNRWA continue unabated, civilians in Gaza
continue to bear the brunt of violence, they said, adding that the agency has a vital role in
providing basic humanitarian needs.
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UNRWA schools are not only places of learning, but also give a sense of stability in a
turbulent environment, said the statement, adding that these institutions not only provide
education, but also foster a sense of community and continuity, which is paramount to the
psychological well-being of children growing up in conflict zones.
The Agency’s services extend beyond basic education and health care; they also include
social services, infrastructure development and emergency aid, said the statement.
In the health sector, UNRWA runs some 140 health centres that provide essential medical
services, including maternal and child health care, immunizations and treatment of chronic
diseases, it pointed out.In areas where health care infrastructure is non-existent or
extremely limited, UNRWA medical facilities are often the only available source of care,
it pointed out.
Imposing restrictions on UNRWA threatens to disrupt its ability to deliver vital services,
exacerbating the difficult conditions faced by Palestinian refugees, the statement warned.
This is contrary to the principles of international law and international standards, and
could lead to an exacerbation of the humanitarian crisis, with dire consequences on the
stability of the region, it stated.
"We must renew our commitment to protecting the integrity and effectiveness of the
humanitarian system, of which UNRWA is an essential component," it urged.
At the same time, we must work to enhance dialogue to reach a solution to address the
fundamental issues surrounding the Palestinian refugee issue, while emphasizing the
mandate granted to UNRWA and its programs, as long as a lasting solution is not attained
and implemented, the statement said.
It is of utmost importance that we support and protect UNRWA and preserve its mandate.
In addition to the services it provides that contribute to saving lives, the continued
presence of UNRWA is a reffirmation that the rights of refugees, if not obtained, remain
a responsibility on the shoulders of the international community, it said.

Jordan News Agency 3-8-2024

kesksk
Israel releases Imam Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, deports him from Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israeli authorities released Sheikh Ekrima and ordered his deportation from mosque until
Aug. 8, with possibility to extend his deportation for 6 months, his lawyer Khaled Zabarka
tells Anadolu.
Al-Agsa Mosque preacher Sheikh Ekrima Sabri was released by Israeli authorities on
Friday after being detained for several hours and ordered to be deported from the mosque.
His lawyer Khaled Zabarka told Anadolu that the Israeli authorities released Sheikh
Ekrima and ordered his deportation from the mosque until Aug. 8, with a possibility to
extend his deportation for six months.
Earlier on Friday, Sheikh Ekrima Sabri was arrested early Israeli police for mourning and
eulogizing slain Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh.
Haniyeh was assassinated on Wednesday in Tehran, Iran’s capital. While Hamas and Iran
blamed Israel for the killing, Tel Aviv has not confirmed or denied its responsibility.
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One of Sabri's relatives told Anadolu that Israeli police stormed into his house in occupied
East Jerusalem and arrested him.
Following the Friday prayer at Al-Aqsa Mosque, Sabri led a funeral prayer in absentia for
Haniyeh.
"The people of Jerusalem and the environs of Jerusalem from the pulpit of the blessed Al-
Agsa Mosque mourn the martyr Ismail Haniyeh," he said while giving a sermon.
The 85-year-old preacher had previously been detained by Israeli forces and was barred
from entering the Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem for months.
Sabri is a staunch critic of the decades-long Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories.
He had previously held the position of mufti of Jerusalem and the Palestinian territories
from 1994 to 2006.

Anadolu Agency 2-8-2024
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Israel demolished 135 homes, facilities in occupied West Bank in July

Israeli authorities ‘legalized three new settlement outposts’ in occupied West Bank,
according to Palestinian Colonization and Wall Resistance Committee
The Israeli army demolished 135 homes and other facilities in the occupied West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, in July alone, the Palestinian Colonization and Wall Resistance
Committee reported on Saturday.According to the committee's monthly report, "Israeli
authorities carried out 98 demolition activities in July, affecting 135 structures, including
62 inhabited homes, 14 uninhabited homes, and 12 agricultural facilities."The report also
noted that the Israeli army issued demolition notices for 16 homes and other structures in
several West Bank provinces.
Regarding illegal Israeli settler attacks, the report said "Illegal settlers carried out 196
assaults ranging from land seizures and expansion activities to extrajudicial executions,
vandalism, land leveling, tree uprooting, property seizures, roadblocks, and the burning
of homes and vehicles."
The report stated: "Israeli authorities reviewed 54 illegal settlement plans for the occupied
West Bank and Jerusalem in July, approving 20, including one in Jerusalem and 19 in
West Bank settlements."
Additionally, 33 plans were submitted for future approval, with one in Jerusalem and 32
in West Bank provinces.According to the report, Israeli authorities also "legalized three
new settlement outposts, adding to the 11 outposts already in the process of legalization
since the beginning of the year."
Settlement outposts are small communities established by illegal Israeli settlers on
privately owned Palestinian land without approval from the Israeli government.
In a landmark opinion on July 19, the International Court of Justice declared Israel's
decades-long occupation of Palestinian land "illegal" and demanded the evacuation of all
existing settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Anadolu Agency 3-8-2024
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Resheq: Banishing Sheikh Sabri from Aqsa violates religious freedom
Hamas’s political bureau member Ezzat al-Resheq has condemned the Israeli police’s
decision to banish Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, head of the Higher Islamic Council in Occupied
Jerusalem, from the Agsa Mosque as “blatant interference in the Mosque’s affairs” and a
“violation against freedom of religion.”

In a brief statement on Friday, Resheq described Sheikh Sabri as “one of the most
important Palestinian religious figures,” holding the Israeli occupation authority fully
responsible for any harm coming to him in light of his exposure to an Israeli incitement
campaign.
The Israeli police kidnaped Sheikh Sabri from his home in Jerusalem for mourning and
eulogizing the martyr Ismail Haneyya, the Political Bureau Chairman of Hamas
Movement, during the Friday khutba (sermon) he delivered at the Aqsa Mosque.
Later, the police released him on condition of not entering the Aqsa Mosque until next
Sunday, threatening to extend his banishment from the holy site for an additional six
months.
The Palestinian Information Center 3-8-2024
kesksk
30,000 Palestinians perform Friday prayer at Aqsa Mosque
At least 30,000 Palestinian worshipers performed Friday prayer at the Aqsa Mosque in
Occupied Jerusalem, despite Israeli restrictions.
According to the Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem, around 30,000 Muslims
performed the Friday prayer at the holy shrine.
Since the early morning hours, the Israeli police have blocked several roads leading to the
Old City of Jerusalem and hindered the movement of Palestinian citizens.
Local sources affirmed that the Israeli forces prevented a number of young men from
entering the Agsa Mosque.
During the Friday sermon, the preacher of Agsa Mosque Sheikh Ikrema Sabri mourned
the head of Hamas Movement’s political bureau Ismail Haneyya who was assassinated in
an Israeli attack in Tehran.
Following the Friday prayer, tens of thousands of worshipers performed in Aqsa Mosque
the absentee funeral prayer for the soul of the martyr Ismail Haneyya.
Mosques across the West Bank also held the absentee funeral prayer for the assassinated
leader Ismail Haneyya.
The Palestinian Information Center 2-8-2024
keskesk
Three sustain injuries from Israeli army gunfire in Jerusalem neighborhood

Three Palestinians predawn Saturday sustained injuries from Israeli army gunfire in the
Issawiya neighbourhood of the occupied city of Jerusalem, according to eyewitnesses.
They said that a large Israeli occupation force stormed the neighborhood, while firing
rubber-coated bullets tear gas canisters, concussion grenades and spraying skunk water at
residents along with their houses and vehicles, triggering violent confrontations.
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They confirmed that there were a number of casualties from Israeli army gunfire, and they
were evacuated to the Islamic Makasid Hospital in Jerusalem.
For the residents of Issawiyeh, a Palestinian village of some 20,000, Israeli army vehicles
have become an everyday reality on the neighborhood streets, while army drones fly
above — surveilling each move of the neighborhood’s residents.
Nestled in the hills of East Jerusalem, the village is plagued by poor infrastructure,
residents are constantly harassed by the Israeli occupation forces and anyone, including
children, run the risk of arbitrary arrest.
Hostile armed soldiers searchlights pierce residents’ homes as Israeli soldiers conduct
raids in the dead of night, breaking into homes and arresting residents.
While Israeli authorities claim occupation forces’ raids into the neighborhood are intended
to maintain “law and order”, residents and human rights groups vigorously reiterate that
the raids themselves seem intended to provoke confrontations and have created an
atmosphere of terror, with parents afraid to let their children play outside.
Rights groups have long pointed out that Israel’s discriminatory policies in East Jerusalem
— which include routine home demolitions, discriminatory allocation of building permits,
and the forceful expulsions of Palestinians from their homes for the benefit of Israeli
colonial settlements — are aimed at driving out Palestinians from the city.
With over 70 percent of Palestinian families in occupied East Jerusalem living below the
poverty line, if life becomes too expensive, they have little choice but to move to
congested Jerusalem neighborhoods on the other side of Israel’s separation wall or into
the West Bank.
After Israel occupied East Jerusalem in 1967, Palestinians were not given Israeli
citizenship, but were instead issued permanent residency permits, which can be revoked
by Israel for a variety of reasons, including insufficient loyalty to the State of Israel.
WAFA 3-8-2024
kesksk
Israeli occupation forces demolish two-story house, shops northwest of Jerusalem
The Israeli occupation forces today demolished a two-story house and shops in the town
of Beit Anan, northwest of Jerusalem.
Local sources said that the occupation forces, accompanied by three bulldozers, stormed
the town and demolished a two-story house with an area of 300-square meters, and four
shops with an area of 200-square meters.
Since the beginning of the occupation's comprehensive aggression against the Palestinian
people in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank in October 2023, and in parallel with the
unprecedented destruction of homes, buildings and facilities in the Strip, the demolition
of citizens' homes has escalated, especially in the so-called Area C, which constitutes
about 60% of the West Bank.
Data from the Wall and Settlement Resistance Commission shows that the occupation
authorities demolished 318 facilities in the West Bank during the first half of 2024,
compared to the demolition of 313 facilities during the entire year of 2023.
WAFA 1-8-2024
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