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Jordanian, French top diplomats discuss war on Gaza, support to UNRWA

Egypt's foreign minister during meeting with French counterpart: A time
frame must be set for establishment of an independent Palestinian state
Palestinian Foreign Ministry condemns assault by colonists on Christian
monk in occupied Jerusalem

EU Chief says defunding UNRWA would amount to collective punishment

Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque
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Jordanian, French top diplomats discuss war on Gaza, support to UNRWA

AMMAN — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safad met on Sunday
discussed with French Minister of Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le Drian efforts to achieve a
“complet” ceasefire in Gaza, ensure the protection of civilians, and deliver sufficient and
sustainable humanitarian aid to the strip.

Safadi warned that the possibility of the war expansion is increasing with each day the
aggression on Gaza continues, emphasising the urgent need for immediate and effective
international action to halt the crisis and its unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra, reported.

He also underlined the need for unaltered international support to UNRWA, citing the
Palestinian refugee agency’s its vital roles in Gaza amid the unprecedented humanitarian crisis.
The French minister stressed that UNRWA is an essential organisation in Gaza, particularly at a
time when the humanitarian situation is worsening, noting that France has not frozen its support
for UNRWA.

He added that UNRWA must demonstrate the highest level of transparency amidst serious
allegations, adding, “We welcomed the immediate measures taken by the agency and we now are
waiting for investigation results for full confidence.”

Safadi commended France's continued support to the UNRWA, according to Petra.

Both ministers reiterated their rejection of the forced displacement of Palestinians within their
land or beyond.

Safadi underlined that a two-state solution based on relevant international legitimacy resolutions
and agreed-upon references is the only way to achieve security and lasting peace, commending
France’s support in this regard.

Safadi also called for ending Israeli illegitimate and unlawful measures undermining the two-
state solution and any opportunities for peace.

The two top diplomats also discussed the rising escalation in the West Bank and ongoing
cooperation to deliver aid to Gaza.
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Egypt's foreign minister during meeting with French counterpart: A time

frame must be set for establishment of an independent Palestinian state
CAIRO, Sunday, February 4, 2024 (WAFA) - Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said
today that the Palestinian issue must be dealt with by reaching a comprehensive political
framework and setting a clear-cut timeframe for the establishment of an independent Palestinian
state.
Shoukry made these remarks during a press conference with his French counterpart Stéphane
Séjourné, in the Egyptian capital, Cairo.
The Egyptian minister stressed the importance of reaching a ceasefire in Gaza and enabling aid
delivery to the Palestinian people there.
He affirmed Egypt's utter rejection of the forced displacement of Palestinians from the Gaza
Strip, which he warned could prompt a dangerous expansion of conflict in the Middle East.
For his part, the French Foreign Minister also stressed the necessity of a ceasefire in Gaza,
praising efforts made by Egypt to bring humanitarian, medical and food aid into the Strip.
He further expressed his country's rejection of any forced displacement of the population of the
Gaza Strip, which is facing a tragic situation and a distinct lack of basic humanitarian needs.
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Palestinian Foreign Ministry condemns assault

by colonists on Christian monk in occupied Jerusalem
RAMALLAH, (WAFA) — The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates has strongly
denounced the assault committed by Israeli colonists yesterday against a Christian monk at the
entrance of Bab al-Nabi Daoud in occupied Jerusalem.
In a press statement, the Foreign Ministry described this attack as "a colonial and racist act that
reflects a culture of hatred, animosity, and denial of the existence of the other."
It said the attack "reflects the extent of incitement and racist mobilization received by elements
of extremist colonial organizations, whether through religious schools, the advisory opinions of
extremist rabbis, or the incitement campaigns and positions declared by ministers in the Israeli
government, such as Itamar Ben-Gvir, Bezalel Smotrich, and others."
The statement pointed out that "the sense of political and legal impunity felt by colonists
encourages them to persist in sowing seeds of hatred and committing heinous crimes and
provocative assaults against Palestinian citizens and followers of other religions."
Furthermore, the statement emphasized the alarming influence of the extremist Israeli right-wing
culture on numerous decision-making centers in the occupying state, reflecting the prevalence of
its dark, peace-opposing ideology across successive generations of extremists.
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EU Chief says defunding UNRWA would amount to collective punishment
BRUSSELS, (WAFA) — Following the suspension of funding for UNRWA by several countries,
the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of the European Union Josep
Borrell stressed in a statement tonight that UNRWA is a critical lifeline for millions of
Palestinians suffering from catastrophic hunger and the outbreak of diseases.

“Defunding the agency would put hundreds of thousands of lives at risk," said the EU Chief.
Regarding allegations made by Israel against at least 12 UNRWA employees, which were
subsequently followed by defunding announcements, Borell demanded the opening of an
independent investigation into these allegations, stating that defunding the UN relief agency
would amount to collective punishment.

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) warned in a
recent statement that it would not be able to continue operations in Gaza and across the region
beyond the end of February if funding were not resumed.
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Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, (PIC) Hordes of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Agsa
Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem on Sunday morning and later in the afternoon.
According to local sources, 58 settlers entered the Mosque in groups through its Maghariba Gate
and toured its courtyards under tight police guard in the morning.
A number of settlers escorted by police officers also gathered in the eastern area of the Mosque
and embarked on performing Talmudic prayers.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police prevented Muslim worshipers from entering the Islamic
holy site during the settler tours.
The Agsa Mosque is exposed to daily desecration by Jewish settlers in the morning and the
afternoon except on Fridays and Saturdays.
Dozens of Palestinian citizens from 1948 occupied Palestine (Israel) arrived aboard buses on
Friday and Saturday in Jerusalem to pray at the Agqsa Mosque and support the Jerusalemites’
steadfastness in the face of Israeli violations. Recently, Palestinian activists from Jerusalem and
1948 occupied Palestine launched an online campaign to urge their compatriots to march en
masse to the Agsa Mosque, which has been under siege since October 7.

Palestinian information center 4/2/2024
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