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Jordan warns of Israeli occupation police continued attacks on
worshipers at AlI-Aqsa Mosque

House: Israel's attacks on worshipers at Al-Aqsa Mosque organized
terrorism
Awgqaf Ministry voices rejection over Israel's attacks in Jerusalem
Fayez calls on int'l action to stop Israel's belligerence against
Palestinians

Arab League condemns Israeli ‘crimes’ at Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa

EU ‘deeply concerned’ by violence at Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa Mosque

Qatar, Turkey, Oman, Kuwait Slam Israel’s Brutal Attack on
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque

PCHR: “New Crime in Occupied Jerusalem: PCHR Strongly
Condemns Al-Aqsa Mosque Raid, Arrest of Hundreds of Worshipers
and Depriving them of Freedom of Worship”

Pakistani President condemns Israeli occupation attack on
worshipers at Al-Aqsa Mosque

Violence resumes at Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa Mosque for a second night
Israeli police have clashed with Palestinians at Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa
Mosque for a second time, hours after the arrest and removal of more
than 350 people in a police raid at the compound.

White House ‘extremely concerned’ over Jerusalem, urges calm

Israeli Colonizer Shoots A Palestinian Child In Jerusalem
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Jordan warns of Israeli occupation police continued attacks on worshipers
at Al-Aqsa Mosque
House: Israel's attacks on worshipers at Al-Aqsa Mosque organized
terrorism
Awqaf Ministry voices rejection over Israel's attacks in Jerusalem
Fayez calls on int'l action to stop Israel's belligerence against Palestinians
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates warned that the continued attacks of the Israeli
occupation police on worshipers and attempts to change the historical and legal status quo in the holy
Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-Haram Al-Sharif and impose a temporal and spatial division in it represent a
dangerous escalation and a condemned and rejected violation of international law and the
responsibilities of Israel as the occupying power.

The ministry's spokesperson, Ambassador Sinan Majali, said that Israel bears full responsibility for
the serious consequences of the continued escalation, which exacerbates the situation and threatens to
explode the spiral of violence.

Majali urged the international community to assume its responsibilities, and to take immediate action
to stop the Israeli attacks on the holy Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-Qudsi Al-Sharif, and on the sacred right
of worshipers to perform their religious rituals.
The ministry condemned the occupation police's raiding again the holy Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-Qudsi
Al-Sharif on Wednesday evening, and forcibly expelling the worshipers from it
Majali underlined that the holy Al-Aqsa Mosque / Al-Haram Al-Sharif, with its entire area of 144
dunums, is a pure place of worship for Muslims, and that the Jordanian Department of the Jerusalem
Awgqaf and the holy Al-Agsa Mosque Affairs is the legal authority with exclusive jurisdiction to
manage all the affairs of the Holy Mosque and regulate entry to it
The ministry's spokesperson added that the ministry is continuing its intensive contacts and
movements, regionally and internationally, in order to stop the escalatory Israeli steps, and warn of its
consequences that push towards more violence and tension.

Israeli forces' storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque at dawn prayer and brutally assaulting worshipers signals
once again that Tel Aviv perpetuates state terrorism, and reflects an organized hard-line approach that
is as dangerous as practices of terrorist groups, Lower House said.

In a statement on Wednesday, the House said international community and its active forces should act
to stop Israeli machine of crime and killing against the defenseless Palestinian people.

Coincidence of Israeli attacks with Ramadan constitutes an offense to all Muslims, which requires
Arab and Islamic countries' "effective and adequate" action to stop Israel's criminality, the House
noted.

The House called on Arab and Islamic parliamentary unions and other international parliamentary
federations to take a "clear" position on those criminal acts against Jerusalemites.In addition, the
House noted international community's silence on Israel's terrorist practices against the Palestinian
people constitutes an infamy to all humanity.

The House also affirmed its rejection of all Israeli attempts to change Jerusalem's existing legal status
or tamper with the holy city's Islamic and Christian sanctities, announcing its support to Palestinian
people until achieving their legitimate rights on their national soil, at the forefront is establishment of
their independent state.

The Ministry of Awqaf, Islamic Affairs and Holy Sites affirmed its "firm" rejection over the latest
events in Jerusalem's Al-Agqsa Mosque and Al-Quds Al-Sharif and Israeli forces' attacks to desecrate
the holy city's sanctifies on Ramadan 14th.

The ministry, in a statement released Wednesday, said the heavily-armed occupation forces stormed
Al-Agsa Mosque and attacked the defenseless Muslim worshipers with all kinds of torture, which is
deemed a "dangerous" escalation, in a move aimed to snub all divine laws and human and moral
rights.

In its statement, the ministry said Israel seeks to drag the region into an over-all religious war,
referring to the Muslims' right to defend Jerusalem.

To protect Jerusalem, the ministry referred to the Hashemite custodianship that extends over the ages,
noting support provided under international resolutions that recognized Muslims' exclusive right over
Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-Qudsi Al-Sharif, which has a 144 dunum area.

Referring to Israel's effort to to achieve time and space division of Jerusalem's Holy Mosque, the
ministry noted this plan is "far-fetched" in terms of reason, belief and truth.

Senate President, Faisal Fayez, called on the international community, all Arab and world
parliaments, and believers in the values of freedom and justice, to take action to stop Israel's brutal
practices against the Palestinian people and Jerusalem's Islamic and Christian sanctities, the latest
were attacks against worshipers in Al-Agsa Mosque on Wednesday dawn.

Fayez, in a press statement, said Israel's state terrorism would not have been possible without orders
made by the right-wing Israeli government, which implements a racist and extremist political policy.

Yo



Fayez noted the continued silence of the international community on Israel's practices against the
Palestinian people and the repeated attacks on Al-Aqsa Mosque constitute a disgrace to humanity.
In addition, Fayez condemned Israel's brutal and criminal practices against the Palestinian people and
the repeated attacks on Al-Agsa Mosque and Islamic and Christian sanctities.

Continuation of Israel's policy would have "remarkable" consequences, which would increase
escalation, tension and violence, he noted.

Major sponsors of the Middle East peace process should realize that the continued aggressive
approach by right-wing Israeli government towards the Palestinian people would lead the region and
the world to further chaos and instability, he pointed out.

Locally, Fayez affirmed the Senate's support for the various efforts made by His Majesty King
Abdullah II to confront all Israeli measures targeting Jerusalem and its sanctities, lauding His
Majesty's continued defense of the rights of the Palestinian people.

In this regard, he called for an "effective" Arab position to support the Palestinian people in
confronting Israeli arrogance, and support the King's efforts at various levels in support of Jerusalem
and in defense of Islamic and Christian sanctities and the Palestinian cause.

Jordan News Agency 4-5-2023
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Arab League condemns Israeli ‘crimes’ at Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa

Arab League urges UN to intervene to halt Israeli ‘crimes’ at Al-Aqsa complex.

The Arab League on Wednesday called on the UN Security Council to intervene to halt Israeli
“crimes” at the Al-Agsa Mosque complex in occupied East Jerusalem.

In a statement issued following an emergency meeting in Cairo, the Arab League condemned Israeli
assaults against worshippers inside the Al-Aqgsa complex.

“These crimes escalated dangerously in the past days of the month of Ramadan, and led to hundreds
of injuries and arrests of worshippers, incursions and deliberate desecration of the sanctity of Al-Agsa
Mosque by extremist Israeli officials and settlers under the protection of the occupation forces,” it
said.

The statement rejected “all forms of Israeli violations of Islamic and Christian holy places, especially
those aimed at changing the historical and legal status quo at the Al-Agsa Mosque.”

The pan-Arab League held Israel responsible for the repercussions of its measures that hinder
freedom of worship at Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.

It called on the United Nations, including the Security Council, to assume its legal, moral, and
humanitarian responsibilities for halting Israeli aggression and providing international protection for
the Palestinian people.

Wednesday’s emergency meeting was called by Jordan, in coordination with Egypt and Palestine.
Tension rose in the occupied West Bank on Wednesday after Israeli police detained around 350
worshippers from inside the Al-Agsa Mosque complex.

A group of Palestinians barricaded themselves inside the Al-Qibli Prayer Hall in the Al-Agsa Mosque
complex after Jewish settlers called for a raid on the mosque. They attempted to prevent police from
entering by closing its doors.

Surrounding the Al-Qibli Prayer Hall, Israeli police went up to the roof of the mosque, smashed some
of the windows, and initially intervened with sound bombs against the worshippers inside. Some of
the people in the mosque tried to resist the police by throwing fireworks.

For Muslims, Al-Agsa represents Islam’s third-holiest site. Jews call the area the Temple Mount,
saying it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It
annexed the entire city in 1980 in a move never recognized by the international community.

Anadolu Agency 5-4-2023
k%

EU ‘deeply concerned’ by violence at Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa Mosque

EU calls for restraint in time of religious holidays for 3 Abrahamic faith.
The European Union is “deeply concerned” by the violence at Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem and
calls on all parties to show restraint at a time of religious holidays, an EU official said on Wednesday.
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Speaking at the European Commission’s daily news briefing, Peter Stano, lead spokesperson on
foreign affairs, confirmed that the EU follows “very closely” the developments in Israel and the
occupied Palestinian territory.
“The European Union is deeply concerned by the growing tensions and violence which we have seen
overnight inside the compound of Al-Aqsa Mosque,” he asserted.
He also underlined that “it is extremely important to preserve the historic status quo of the holy site.”
Stano condemned “in strongest possible terms the rocket attacks from Gaza on Israel.”
He reiterated the bloc’s call on both parties to “exercise utmost restraint and refrain from actions” that
escalate tensions, "particularly in this period of religious holidays.”
This year, a number of important holidays of the Abrahamic religions — the Jewish holiday of
Passover, Christian Easter, and Muslim Ramadan — are all celebrated in April.
Earlier on Wednesday, the Israeli police said they had detained 350 Palestinians at the Al-Agsa
Mosque complex in East Jerusalem.
A group of Palestinians barricaded themselves in the Al-Qibli Prayer Hall in the complex after Jewish
settlers called for a raid on the mosque.
In response, the Israeli police smashed windows and deployed flash charges, tear gas, and rubber
bullets against the worshippers.
For Muslims, Al-Agsa represents Islam’s third-holiest site. Jews call the area the Temple Mount,
saying it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Anadolu Agency 5-4-2023

Tk

Qatar, Turkey, Oman, Kuwait Slam Israel’s Brutal Attack on Jerusalem’s
Al-Aqsa Mosque

Qatar and Turkey slammed Israeli forces’ brutal storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem
and their attack on Palestinian worshipers observing the Muslim holy month of Ramadan on Tuesday
night.

In a statement released Wednesday, Qatar’s and Turkey’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs declared they
firmly condemned the Israeli occupation forces’ storming of the sacred Al-Agsa Mosque, assaulting
worshipers, preventing ambulances from reaching the injured and evacuating the worshipers in Al-
Qibli prayer hall, imposing restrictions on the mosque’s gates and preventing Palestinians from
entering.

Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said it considers these “brutal criminal practices a serious
escalation and a blatant infringement of the holy places, an extension of the policy of Judaizing
Jerusalem, a violation of international law and resolutions of international legitimacy, and a
provocation to the feelings of more than two billion Muslims in the world, especially in the blessed
month of Ramadan.”

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs warned against introducing any changes to the historical and legal
status of Al-Aqsa Mosque, Jerusalem, and its sanctities.

Meanwhile, the Turkish Foreign Ministry stated that Israeli occupation forces’ attacks on worshipers
in Al-Agsa Mosque during the holy month of Ramadan “are not acceptable in any way.”

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry called on the Israeli government to immediately stop all attacks that might
lead to a further escalation of tensions in the region.

Oman and Kuwait have strongly condemned today, Wednesday, April 5, 2023, the Israeli occupation
forces’ storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque, attacking Palestinian worshipers inside, and detaining many of
them.

In a statement, the Omani Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that these extremist practices of the
Israeli occupation forces are a flagrant violation of international and humanitarian law, which
inflames the feelings of Palestinians and Muslims worldwide.

It called on the international community to deter the continued and illegal provocative practices of the
Israeli occupation, which contradict international principles and norms of respect for religious
sanctities.

Oman also called for enabling the Palestinian people to obtain their legitimate rights by ending the
Israeli occupation and achieving a just and comprehensive peace.

Meanwhile, Kuwait denounced the Israeli brutal attack on the Al-Agsa Mosque yesterday and called
for urgent interference from the international community to end Israeli crimes.
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It called the UN Security Council to take “serious and effective steps to stop the provocative Israeli
violations,” and to work to provide protection for Palestinian worshipers in Al-Agsa Mosque.
Yesterday night, Israeli troops invaded the Al-Aqgsa Mosque and attacked the Palestinian worshipers
brutally, detained over 400 worshipers, and injured dozens of others. They also destroyed the content
of the prayer halls and prevented Palestinians from praying in their mosques.

Days of Palestine 5-4-2023
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PCHR: “New Crime in Occupied Jerusalem: PCHR Strongly Condemns
Al-Aqsa Mosque Raid, Arrest of Hundreds of Worshipers and Depriving
them of Freedom of Worship”

PCHR: Last night and today at dawn and in the morning, Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) raided al-Aqsa
Mosque and its praying halls, violently assaulted Palestinian worshipers inside the mosque and in its
yards, and fired stun grenades and rubber bullets at them. IOF also arrested and attacked more than 400
Palestinians from al-Qibli Mosque, causing bruises and injuries to tens of them.

According to investigations conducted by the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR), at
approximately 23:00 on Tuesday, 04 April 2023, following Tarawih prayer, IOF were deployed at al-
Agsa Mosque’s gates and in alleys and roads of occupied East Jerusalem’s Old City.

A large number of IOF raided al-Agsa Mosque via Bab al-Magharebah (Dung Gate) and evacuated the
mosque’s yards from worshipers. IOF stationed at al-Qibli Mosque’s gate and ordered hundreds of
Palestinian worshipers, including women and children, to leave immediately, but the latter refused and
continued to perform prayers (al-I’tikaf) inside al-Aqsa Mosque on the eve of the Jewish Passover.

IOF condoned off al-Qibli Mosque for 2 hours, during which, Israeli snipers topped al-Qibli Mosque’s
roof and stationed at its upper windows, while a large number of Israeli Intelligence officers and IOF
were deployed around the mosque.

At around 01:00 on Wednesday, 05 April 2023, IOF stormed al-Qibli Mosque via the backdoor of the
clinic established in the mosque after damaging its contents. This coincided with the Israeli snipers’
destroying the mosque’s upper windows and heavily firing a barrage of teargas canisters and rubber
bullets at the worshipers, filling the mosque with smoke.

Afterwards, IOF beat the worshipers, including young men, women and elderlies, with batons and riffles’
butts, punched them and kicked them. The young worshippers tried to confront the IOF’s raid and fired
fireworks and threw plastic chairs at them; however, IOF responded by firing more teargas canisters and
rubber bullets in the mosque.

After controlling the place, IOF forced women out of the al-Qibli Mosque and detained hundreds of
young men after forcing them to lie down and tied their hands and feet. Footages showed IOF severely
beating dozens of young men with sticks and riffles’ butts, stepping on them with their boots, dragging
them, and deliberately hitting them on the head and back.

Also, IOF prevented the Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) crews from entering the mosque via Bab
al-Asbat (Lions Gate) to evacuate those injured, beat some paramedics and broke the windows of some
ambulances.

During their withdrawal from al-Qibli Mosque, IOF arrested hundreds of young men held inside the
mosque although some of them sustained wounds, bruises and fractures. IOF took them out of the mosque
via the Dung Gate in buses to several investigation centers.

Following IOF’s raid of al-Qibli Mosque, many confrontations broke out between dozens of Palestinians
and IOF around al-Agsa Mosque. During which, IOF fired rubber bullets and teargas canisters at the
protestors.

At around 04:00, IOF prevented the worshipers under the age of 50 from entering al-Agsa Mosque and
forced the rest of the worshipers to hand their IDs at the mosque’s gates in order to allow them to enter.
Following Dawn (al-Fajr) prayer, IOF accompanied with Israeli intelligence officers raided al-Agsa
Mosque’s yards through the Dung Gate and patrolled in al-Qibli Mosque’s yard and then withdrew
towards the Dung Gate’s yard.

Few moments later, [OF suddenly and indiscriminately fired rubber-coated bullets at the worshipers and
arrested two of them. They also dispersed the worshipers, who were unable to enter the mosque and
performed the dawn prayer outside the Lions Gate, fired teargas canisters at them and forced them to
leave.
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At approximately 07:00, during the Israeli settlers’ raids of al-Aqsa Mosque, IOF assaulted the
Palestinian worshipers, who performed al-Duha prayer in front of al-Qibli Mosque adjacent to settlers’
path, and forcibly pushed them out of the place. IOF also arrested 7 Palestinians, including 3 women and
3 paramedics, blatantly reflecting the state of racial discrimination and apartheid practiced by IOF.
Lawyer Firas al-Jebraini said to PCHR’s fieldworker, around 400-500 Palestinians were arrested from al-
Agsa Mosque and taken via buses to Atarot Police Station. He also clarified that IOF is still transferring
the arrestees to Atarot Police Station, so the final number of detainees is not clear yet.

Al-Jebraini added that the detainees are expected to be released on condition of deportation from al-Aqsa
and the Old City, stressing that most of the detainees sustained various injuries and bruises before and
during their arrest.

Moreover, the PRCS in occupied Jerusalem shortly stated that its crews treated 12 injuries during the
confrontations that broke out around al-Agsa Mosque and outside the City’s walls; 3 of those injured
were taken to the hospital for treatment.

It is worth noting that extremist Israeli groups, including the “Temple Mount Faithful” group, called few
days ago for raiding al-Aqsa Mosque in large numbers coinciding with the beginning of the Jewish
Passover holiday to conduct animal slaughters inside its yards.

Also, the “Return to Temple Mount” Movement offered a financial reward (20,000 shekels) for any
settler who successfully slaughters animal sacrifices inside Al-Agsa Mosque and 50,000 shekels for any
jew who get arrested or prevented from slaughtering inside the mosque.

PCHR strongly condemns the raid of al-Aqsa Mosque and its praying halls, the arrest of hundreds of
worshipers and depriving them of the freedom of worship and IOF’s use of excessive force to suppress
the worshipers and impede medical staff’s work. Thus, PCHR:

e Reaffirms that East Jerusalem is an occupied city and that no measures taken by the
occupation authorities since the 1967 occupation can change its legal status as an
occupied territory.

e Calls on the international community and the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion
or belief to work on providing protection for civilians in the occupied Palestinian territory
(oPt) in general and in occupied East Jerusalem in particular, including the preservation
of their freedom of worship and the protection of their holy places.

e Believes that the international community’s silence conspiracy encourages Israel to
commit further violations of the international human rights law and international
humanitarian law, including the measures to create a Jewish majority in occupied East
Jerusalem.

e Calls upon the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC), in light of the
recurrent and escalating IOF’s attacks on the Islamic and Christian holy places, to open
an investigation as soon as possible in the serious events taking place in the oPt,
including Jerusalem

International Middle East Media Center 6-4-2023
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Pakistani President condemns Israeli occupation attack on worshipers at Al-
Aqsa Mosque

British government official shocked at scenes of Israeli police raid on al-Aqsa Mosque
Morocco condemns Israeli attacks against worshipers at Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque
The President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan Arif Alvi today condemned the Israeli occupation attack on
Palestinian worshippers at Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa Mosque compound.
“I strongly condemn the attack on Palestinian worshipers inside the Al-Agqsa Mosque by the Israeli
Forces. Regrettably, Israel has no regard for any norms of humanity including the sanctity of religious
places,” he tweeted.
“We see the height of barbarity to attack worshippers in a vicious manner during the holy month of
Ramzan,” he added, while urging the international community to “condemn this brutal and inhumane act
against peaceful worshippers.”
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A senior British government official said today that he was shocked by scenes of the Israeli police raid
this morning on Al-Agsa Mosque and attacking Muslim worshippers.
“Shocked to awake to the disturbing scenes of Israeli Security forces’ raid on the Al Aqsa Mosque in
Jerusalem injuring many worshippers during Ramadan,” Lord Tariq Ahmad, Minister of State Foreign
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, said in a tweet.
“Violence only fuels more violence. The sanctity and status of the Holy sites must be respected and
protected,” he said.
Morocco today condemned the Israeli occupation attack against Palestinian worshippers at Jerusalem’s
flashpoint Al-Aqsa Mosque compound.
“The Kingdom of Morocco strongly condemns the incursion of Israeli forces into the Al Agsa Mosque as
well as the aggression against and terror on worshippers in the holy month of Ramadan,” Morocco’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, African Cooperation and Moroccan Expatriates said in a press statement.
“Morocco whose Sovereign HM King Mohammed VI chairs the Al Quds Committee stresses the need to
respect the legal, religious and historical status of Al Quds and the Holy Places and to avoid all practices
and violations that are likely to destroy all chances for peace in the region,” the Ministry added.
“The Kingdom reiterates its rejection of such practices, which only complicate and exacerbate the
situation in the occupied Palestinian territories and undermine efforts to ease tensions and restore
confidence,” it concluded.

WAFA 5-4-2023
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Violence resumes at Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa Mosque for a second night
Israeli police have clashed with Palestinians at Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa Mosque
for a second time, hours after the arrest and removal of more than 350 people
in a police raid at the compound.

The confrontations, during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan and on the eve of the Jewish Passover
holiday, triggered a cross-border exchange of fire in Gaza and stoked fears of further violence.

In the second instance, late at night, police entered the compound and tried to evacuate worshippers, using
stun grenades and firing rubber bullets, said staff of the Waqf, the Jordanian-appointed Islamic
organisation managing the complex.

Worshippers threw objects at police, witnesses said. The Palestinian Red Crescent said six people were
injured.

In a statement, police said dozens of youngsters brought rocks and firecrackers into the mosque and had
tried to barricade themselves inside. The Waqf, however, said police entered the mosque before prayers
were over.

Nabil Abu Rudeineh, spokesman for Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, said: "Israel's raid into Al-
Agsa mosque, its assault on worshippers, is a slap to recent US efforts which tried to create calm and
stability during the month of Ramadan."

Less than 24 hours earlier, police raided the mosque to try to remove what they said were masked
agitators who locked themselves inside after attempts to remove them by dialogue failed.

The Palestinian Red Crescent said 12 Palestinians were injured in the earlier clash, including from rubber-
tipped bullets and beatings. Israeli police said two officers were injured.

White House national security spokesman John Kirby voiced concern about the violence at the mosque
and said it was imperative that Israelis and Palestinians de-escalate tensions.

Palestinian militants fired at least nine rockets from Gaza into Israel after the first clash, drawing air
strikes which Israel said targeted weapon production sites for the Islamist group Hamas, which controls
the blockaded coastal enclave.

No casualties were reported on either side of the Gaza border.

Hamas did not claim responsibility for the rocket attacks but said they were a response to the raid on Al-
Agsa, where clashes in 2021 set off a 10-day war with Gaza.
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Just before the second Al-Agsa clash, two more rockets were fired from Gaza. The Israeli military said
one fell short and the other in an open space

"We are not interested in an escalation but we are ready for any scenario," Israeli military spokesman
Daniel Hagari said earlier in the day.

Al-Agsa compound in Jerusalem's Old City is Islam's third-holiest site, where tens of thousands pray
during Ramadan. It is also Judaism's most sacred site, revered as Temple Mount, a vestige of the two
biblical Jewish temples

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu blamed the situation on "extremists" who barricaded
themselves inside the mosque with weapons, stones and fireworks.

"Israel is committed to maintaining freedom of worship, free access to all religions and the status quo on
the Temple Mount and will not allow violent extremists to change that," he said in a statement.

Under a longstanding "status quo" arrangement governing the compound, non-Muslims can visit but only
Muslims may worship. Some Jewish visitors have increasingly prayed there despite that arrangement.

The Wagqf described the police actions as a "flagrant assault on the identity and the function of the
mosque as a place of worship for Muslims alone".

"Leaders on all sides must act responsibly and refrain from steps that could escalate tensions," said the
UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Tor Wennesland.

The Arab League held an emergency meeting after which it condemned the raid and said it endangered
regional stability.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) and China asked the 15-member United Nations Security Council to
discuss the situation behind closed doors on Thursday, said diplomats.

The UAE's foreign ministry also said, "worshippers should not barricade themselves inside the mosque
and places of worship with weapons and explosives".

Jordan and Egypt, both involved in US-backed efforts to de-escalate Israel-Palestinian tensions,
condemned the incident, as did Turkey and Indonesia.

Saudi Arabia, with which Israel hopes to normalise ties, said Israel's "storming" of Al-Agsa undermined
peace efforts.

The Palestinian foreign ministry said: "Israel's aggression against the holy Al-Agqsa Mosque Compound is
an egregious assault on the basic right of Palestinians to worship freely in their holy site."

In Gaza, thousands rallied in protest.

With Israel still reeling from weeks of protests over Mr Netanyahu's plans to rein in the powers of the
Supreme Court, the incident added to an already fevered political atmosphere.

Far-right police minister [tamar Ben-Gvir called for a harsh response.

"Hamas rockets require more than blasting dunes and empty sites. It's time to rip heads off in Gaza," he
said in a tweet. In the West Bank town of Beit Ummar, Palestinian protesters burned tyres and threw
rocks and explosive devices at Israeli soldiers, one of whom was shot and wounded, the military said.

ABC News 5-4-2023
)

White House ‘extremely concerned’ over Jerusalem, urges calm

The White House said Wednesday it was “extremely concerned” after clashes inside Jerusalem’s al-Agsa
Mosque compound and urged restraint by both Israelis and Palestinians.
“We remain extremely concerned by the continuing violence and we urge all sides to avoid further
escalation,” White House National Security Council spokesman John Kirby told reporters.
“It’s imperative, now more than ever, that both Israelis and Palestinians work together to de-escalate this
tension and to restore a sense of calm.”

Al Arabiya 5-4-2023
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Israeli Colonizer Shoots A Palestinian Child In Jerusalem
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On Wednesday night, an illegal paramilitary colonizer shot a Palestinian child in occupied Jerusalem, in
the West Bank.

Media sources said the colonizer shot Khader Ghorab, 15, wounding him in the arm before the medics
rushed him to a Palestinian hospital in Jerusalem. The wounded child is a goalkeeper for the Hilal Al-
Quds Youth Club.

The sources added that the child was shot when dozens of colonizers marched and assaulted many
Palestinians in the Old City and alleys leading to the Al-Agsa Mosque.

Member of Knesset, Dr. Ahmad Tibi, visited the wounded child and denounced the attack, stating that it
is part of serious crimes and violations, including the escalating attacks on Al-Agsa Mosque.

International Middle East Media Center 6-4-2023
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