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Israel bears full responsibility for dangerous escalation in region, says FM
OIC final communiqué reaffirms historic Hashemite custodianship over
Jerusalem Islamic, Christian holy sites

EU slams Smotrich’s remarks on Gaza, calls on Israel to respect int’l law
Colonists storm the courtyards of Al-Agsa Mosque

Israeli forces destroy mobile caravan, retaining wall in Jerusalem's Shufa'at
camp

The number of West Bank and Jerusalem detainees rises to 10,000
Occupation forces storm Jerusalem cultural center

Fire breaks out in Jerusalem camp store due to Israeli army gunfire
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Israel bears full responsibility for dangerous escalation in region, says FM

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, Ayman Safadi, said on Wednesday that
Israel bears full responsibility for the dangerous escalation that is pushing the region towards the abyss of a regional
war, which will inevitably trigger more tension and conflict.Speaking at the emergency meeting of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Safadi stressed that the escalation "stops by stopping its cause, which
is the brutal and barbaric Israeli aggression on Gaza, which has been raging for ten months, without any deterrent
international action that curbs Israeli aggression, stops the killing of innocent people, ends the violation of the
rights of the Palestinian people, punishes the perpetrators of war crimes, and protects what remains of the
credibility of international law, the application of which has proven to be selective.""The escalation is worsening
because the international community and its institutions have allowed an Israeli government led by extremism and
racism to impose murder, destruction and devastation on Palestine, violate international law, and infringe on the
sovereignty and security of states," Safadi said."Israel is the one who kills, destroys, causes destruction, and
escalates, and all those who want to de-escalate and protect regional and international peace and security from its
catastrophic consequences, must immediately put pressure on Israel," he added.Safadi warned that the escalation
will worsen "to the point of exploding into an all-out war if the world does not act immediately to protect the
region from the crude vindictiveness and racist eliminationist ideology of the Israeli prime minister and the
extremist ministers in his government, some of whom have gone as far as justifying the killing of Palestinians by
starvation, and who deny the Palestinians their humanity, dignity, and their right to life and freedom, and wreak
havoc on the land by killing, destroying, and violating all human values."Safadi emphasized that "none of us want
an escalation whose repercussions will be nothing but destruction that will not solve the conflict but will exacerbate
its woes, and our position today must be clear, explicit and direct: The road to de-escalation begins with stopping
the aggression against the Palestinian people in Gaza, the West Bank and Jerusalem and its Islamic and Christian
holy sites, the protection of which will remain the priority of its custodian, His Majesty King Abdullah.""The first
step towards de-escalation must be followed by immediate steps to end the Israeli occupation, the basis of the
conflict and all evil, and to materialize an independent and sovereign Palestinian state on the lines of June 4, 1967,
with occupied Jerusalem as its eternal capital, as the only way to meet the right of our region and its peoples to
security, peace and stability," he said."The world must hear from us today a clear position that rejects Israel's
violations of international law, international humanitarian law and the sovereignty of states," Safadi underlined.

"The aggression against the Lebanese capital of Beirut is a blatant and condemnable violation of international law
and a dangerous escalation, and the assassination of the head of the political bureau of Hamas, Ismail Haniyeh,
may God have mercy on him, in the Iranian capital of Tehran is a heinous escalatory crime and an aggression
against the sovereignty of the Islamic Republic of Iran that we absolutely condemn."Safadi underscored that the
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conflict is not over "and the region will not enjoy security and peace until the occupation ends and the Palestinian
people obtain their full rights.""The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan will remain supportive of Palestine and its
people, demanding their right, rejecting their oppression, and supporting their steadfastness in their land, which
was watered with the blood of the valiant Arab army martyrs, which must be liberated from the occupation and its
injustice, so that the flag of Palestine can be raised over it as a symbol of its sovereignty and independence and
then our region will live in peace," Safadi said."We do not want an escalation that will only drag the region into
the abyss of a catastrophic regional war that Israeli extremism wants to serve the ambitions of its leaders and their
dark agendas," Safadi added during the meeting called by Palestine and Iran.He stressed that "our statement to all
the world and its institutions, and to the Security Council in particular, is clear: Stop the barbaric aggression on
Gaza, stop the violation of the rights of the Palestinian people and the war crimes against them, stop Israel's
violations of international law, and oblige it to respect it so that the escalation, which will inevitably return to
threaten the security of the region, will decrease unless the occupation is removed, the injustice is lifted, and the
oppression ends."On the sidelines of the meeting, Safadi met with Algerian Foreign Minister, Ahmed Attaf, on
efforts to de-escalate the dangerous escalation in the region and ways to develop bilateral relations.The foreign
minister also met with Iranian counterpart, Ali Bagheri Kani, and followed up on the talks they had held during
Safadi's visit to Tehran at Kani's invitation on Sunday.In another meeting on the sidelines of the OIC meeting,
Safadi and Pakistani Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar discussed the regional situation and ways to develop bilateral
relations.Safadi also met with Saudi Arabia's Deputy Foreign Minister, Waleed Elkhereiji, who is heading his
country's delegation to the OIC emergency meeting, and discussed the regional situation and relations between the
two kingdoms.

Jordan News Agency 7-8-2024
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OIC final communiqué reaffirms historic Hashemite custodianship over Jerusalem

Islamic, Christian holy sites

The final communiqué issued by the extraordinary open-ended meeting of the Executive Committee at the level
of foreign ministers held by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Jeddah on Wednesday emphasized
the need to respect the existing legal and historical status of Islamic and Christian holy sites in Al-Quds Al-Sharif
(Jerusalem).The communique also stressed the need to respect the role of the Department of Jerusalem Awaqf and
Al-Agsa Mosque Affairs of the Jordanian Awqaf Ministry as the only authorized body with exclusive jurisdiction
to manage all affairs of the holy Al-Aqsa Mosque / Al-Haram Al-Sharif and regulate access to it, within the
framework of the historical Hashemite custodianship over the holy sites.The communique condemned the
continued war crimes, aggression and genocide committed by Israel, the illegal occupying power, in the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank, including the Holy City of Jerusalem, which has led, during more than 300 days, to the
martyrdom and injury of more than 140,000 Palestinian citizens, most of them women and children, the destruction
of vital facilities and infrastructure, and the displacement of more than 2 million Palestinians from their homes.

The communique demanded an immediate end to the Israeli aggression and the policy of abuse, starvation, and
collective punishment practiced against the Palestinian people, emphasizing its categorical rejection of any attempt
to displace, expel or forcibly transfer the Palestinian people from their land.It warned against the continuation of
Israel's crimes, which undermine security and stability in the region, and called for immediate and effective
intervention by the UN Security Council within the framework of its responsibilities for the maintenance of
international peace and security.It reaffirmed the central nature of the issue of Palestine and Al-Quds Al-Sharif for
the Islamic Ummah (nation) and the need to preserve the Arab and Islamic identity of Al-Quds Al-Sharif and
Palestinian sovereignty over it as an integral part of the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967 and the capital
of the State of Palestine. The communique underlined the need to respect the existing legal and historical status of
the holy sites, especially the holy Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-Haram Al-Sharif, with its entire area of 144 square meters
as an exclusive place of worship for Muslims only.The communique warned against the escalation of Israeli
colonial settlement and the threat of annexation of the occupied Palestinian land and the daily attacks and crimes
committed by the Israeli occupation army and terrorist settler militias in the West Bank, against unarmed
Palestinian citizens, their properties, land and holy sites, with the aim of forcibly displacing them.It endorsed the
legal opinion on the illegality of settlements in the Palestinian territories and the need to end the occupation,
dismantle all settlements and evacuate all settlers, calling for taking the necessary steps to hold the settlers
accountable for their crimes, including imposing sanctions on them, placing them on terrorist lists, and prosecuting
them.It expressed concern about the continuation and intensification of Israel's brutal crimes and unprecedented
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violations against thousands of Palestinian prisoners by practicing the crimes of execution, torture, starvation, rape,
isolation and enforced disappearances, especially against detainees from the Gaza Strip, which led to the
martyrdom of dozens of them.It called on the relevant international organizations, including the International
Committee of the Red Cross, to uncover the fate of Palestinian prisoners, work for their immediate release, ensure
their protection and demand an independent investigation into all Israeli crimes and violations against them.The
communique condemned Israel's adoption of illegal racist laws, including the decision to reject the establishment
of the Palestinian state and the classification of UNRWA as a terrorist organization, within the framework of
attempts to undermine its role and prevent it from working in the occupied Palestinian territory as part of its
targeting of the issue of Palestine refugees and the Palestinian presence, as well as the decision to "legalize"
settlement outposts and piracy of Palestinian tax funds.It also endorsed the legal opinion of the International Court
of Justice that there is no sovereignty of the occupying state on the Palestinian land occupied in 1967, and that the
right of self-determination belongs to the Palestinian people.It called on the UN Security Council to assume its
responsibilities to impose an immediate and comprehensive cessation of the Israeli aggression against the
Palestinian people, ensure adequate and sustainable delivery of humanitarian aid to all Gaza Strip, implement
resolutions 2720 and 2728, and provide international protection for the Palestinian people.It also warned against
the continuous incursions into the holy Al-Aqsa Mosque / Al-Haram Al-Sharif, especially by the Israeli National
Security Minister, which represents a provocative step condemned in the strongest terms and represents a blatant
and unacceptable violation of international law and the existing historical and legal status in Jerusalem and its holy
sites, and a dangerous escalation that requires the international community to act immediately to stop it through
effective steps that would compel Israel to stop its attacks on the Palestinian people and its violations of
international and humanitarian law, and not to take any provocative steps in Jerusalem that would violate the
feelings of two billion Muslims around the world and threaten the international protection of the Palestinian
people.It underscored the importance of continuing the efforts undertaken by the joint Arab-Islamic ministerial
team, headed by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in the international arena to stop the Israeli aggression against the
Palestinian people and follow up on the implementation of the legal opinion of the International Court of Justice
on the illegality of the Israeli occupation, mobilize more recognition of the State of Palestine and its full
membership in the United Nations, hold an international peace conference and implement the two-state solution
to end the Israeli occupation and lead to the independence of the State of Palestine on June 4, 1967 borders, with
Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital. The communique underlined that the Secretary-General was tasked with following
up on the implementation of the statement and submitting a report to the next session of the Council of Foreign
Ministers.

Jordan News Agency 7-8-2024
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EU slams Smotrich’s remarks on Gaza, calls on Israel to respect int’l law

The European Union (EU) has strongly denounced recent remarks by Israeli finance minister Bezalel Smotrich in
which he said that the killing and starvation of two million people in the Gaza Strip is justifiable, calling starvation
of civilians a “war crime.”*Deliberate starvation of civilians is a war crime. Minister Smotrich saying that ‘it might
be justified and moral’ to let Israel ‘cause two million civilians to die of hunger’ until the ‘hostages are returned’
is beyond ignominious. It demonstrates, once again, his contempt for international law and for basic principles of
humanity,” the EU said in a statement published on its website on Wednesday.“We expect the Israeli government
to unequivocally distance itself from the words of minister Smotrich, as well as to establish transparency on the
reported acts of torture in the Sde Teiman prison.”The EU urged “Israel to implement the relevant UN Security
Council resolutions and binding orders of the International Court of Justice, and ensure full and unimpeded
humanitarian access to cover the needs of scores of civilians, including hundreds of thousands of children, living
in extremely dire conditions and exposed to famine and disease in Gaza.”The EU reiterated “its call for an
immediate ceasefire that leads to the release of all hostages and a significant and sustained increase in the flow of
humanitarian aid to Gaza.”

The Palestinian Information Center 7-8-2024
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Colonists storm the courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque
On Wednesday, settlers stormed the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque in the occupied city of Jerusalem, under the
protection of the Israeli occupation police, and performed Talmudic prayers.According to eyewitnesses, settlers
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stormed the mosque in groups, while the occupation police turned the Old City into a military barracks, and
deployed hundreds of its members at close distances, especially at the gates of Al-Aqsa Mosque, and tightened its
military measures at its gates and the gates of the Old City, and imposed restrictions on the entry of worshipers.

WAFA 7-8-2024
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Israeli forces destroy mobile caravan, retaining wall in Jerusalem's Shufa'at camp
The occupation bulldozers today destroyed a mobile caravan that was set up in a car exhibition in the Shufa’at
refugee camp, north of occupied Jerusalem, according to the owner, Mohammad Salah.The owner said that the
Israeli bulldozer destroyed the mobile caravan without giving him time to remove it.He added that the occupation
forces broke into the camp and bulldozed the caravan, despite not having issued any prior notice for its
removal.According to the owner, Israeli forces refused to allow him to remove anything from the caravan, as well.
Forces also demolished a retaining wall there, without any prior notice.

WAFA 7-8-2024
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The number of West Bank and Jerusalem detainees rises to 10,000

Israeli occupation forces have arrested last night 26 Palestinians, bringing the total number of arrests in the West
Bank and Jerusalem to approximately 10,000 since the start of the genocidal war on Gaza on October 7 last year,
according to a joint statement by the Palestinian Prisoner Society (PPS) and the Detainees and ex-detainees Affairs
Commission.The two groups pointed out that these figures do not include the detainees from the Gaza Strip, whose
numbers are estimated at thousands.In conjunction with its devastating war on the Gaza Strip that has been ongoing
since October 7, the Israeli occupation army has been escalating its military operations in the West Bank, including
East Jerusalem, leading to the martyrdom of 620 people and the injury of about 5,400 others, according to official
Palestinian data.

The Palestinian Information Center 7-8-2024
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Occupation forces storm Jerusalem cultural center

Israeli occupation forces Wednesday evening stormed a cultural center in the occupied city of Jerusalem, and
prevented the screening of a film on Gaza, according to eyewitnesses.They said that police and intelligence officers
stormed Yabous Cultural Center, which is at the heart of the musical and cultural scene in East Jerusalem, forced
the attendees out and eventually sealed off the building, preventing the screening of a project on Gaza.The center
was slated in cooperation with Filmlab Palestine to screen Gaza’s Untold Stories from Ground Zero, organized by
Palestinian filmmaker Rashid Mashharawi.The project features 22 films, each telling a short story ranging from 3
to 6 minutes each, allowing for diverse perspectives and showcases various creative ideas, blending different
genres and focusing on hidden and overlooked stories amid the ongoing genocide against Palestinian people.
The event came as Israel is proceeding with its genocidal offensive on the war-torn Strip in complete disregard of
the International Court of Justice (ICJ), since October 7, killing at least 39,677 Palestinians and injuring over
91,645 others.

WAFA 7-8-2024
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Fire breaks out in Jerusalem camp store due to Israeli army gunfire

Fire broke out today in a Palestinian’s store due to Isracli army gunfire in the Shufat refugee camp, north of
occupied Jerusalem, according to eyewitnesses.They said that the occupation forces barged their way into the
camp as they were intensively firing rubber-coated steel bullets as well sound and tear gas bombs towards the
residents along with their property, causing fire to break out inside a commercial store.Israeli occupation forces
frequently raid Palestinian houses almost on a daily basis across the West Bank on the pretext of searching for
"wanted" Palestinians, triggering clashes with residents.

These raids, which take place also in areas under the full control of the State of Palestine, are conducted with no
need for a search warrant, whenever and wherever the military chooses in keeping with its sweeping arbitrary
powers.Under Israeli military law army commanders have full executive, legislative and judicial authority over 3
million Palestinians living in the West Bank. Palestinians have no say in how this authority is exercised.

WAFA 7-8-2024
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